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‘An  end  to  snooping  and  spying’ 

California  Supreme 
Court  Rules  on 
Solicitation  Statute 


LOS  ANGELES,  CA  —  The 
California  Supreme  Court  has 
issued  a  ruling  of  national  import¬ 
ance  in  a  sexual  solicitation  case. 
The  case  centered  around  the  con¬ 
stitutionality  of  the  criminal  stat¬ 
ute  which  prohibits  soliciting  or 
engaging  in  “lewd  or  dissolute” 
conduct. 

The  Court  reviewed  and  ana¬ 
lyzed  over  70  years  of  statutory 
interpretation  and,  responding  to 
the  question  of  what  conduct  past 
appellate  decisions  have  made 
illegal,  the  Court  said,  “The 
answer  of  the  prior  cases  —  such 
acts  as  are  lustful,  lascivious, 
unchaste,  wanton,  or  loose  in 
morals  and  conduct  —  is  no 
answer  at  all.”  The  Court  then 
totally  overruled  all  of  those 
cases,  concluding  that  the  statute 
“as  construed  by  prior  California 
decisions  does  not  meet  constitu¬ 
tional  standards  of  specificity.” 

The  case,  Don  Barry  Pryor  v. 
Los  Angeles  Municipal  Court, 
involved  a  San  Francisco  resident 
who,  on  a  visit  to  Los  Angeles, 
solicited  another  person  for  a  sex¬ 
ual  act  which  Prvnr  claimed  was 
to  be  performed  in  private.  The 
solicited  person  turned  out  to  be  a 
plainclothes  police  officer,  and 
Pryor  was  arrested. 

In  a  surprise,  move,  rather  than 
striking  the  statute  down  in  its 


entirety  and  deferring  to  the  legis¬ 
lature  to  redefine  the  crime,  the 
Court  adopted  the  approach  sug¬ 
gested  by  the  Los  Angeles  City 
Attorney’s  office  and 
reconstructed  the  statute  itself  to 
meet  constitutional  tests,  creating 
a  totally  new  and  unique  interpre¬ 
tation  and  definition. 

Agreeing  with  the  “Friend  of 
the  Court”  brief  submitted  by  the 
National  Committee  for  Sexual 
Civil  Liberties,  the  Court  held  that 
“a  constitutionally  specific  defini¬ 
tion  must  be  limited  to  conduct  of 
a  type  likely  to  offend  .  .  .  even  if 
conduct  occurs  in  a  location  that 
is  technically  a  public  place  .  .  . 
the  state  has  little  interest  in  pro¬ 
hibiting  that  conduct  if  there  are 
no  persons  present  who  may  be 
offended.” 

Thomas  F.  Coleman, 
Hollywood-based  attorney  for 
Pryor,  remarked,  “To  our  know¬ 
ledge,  this  is  the  first  time  an 
appellate  court  in  the  United 
States  has  apparently  held  that  a 
sex  statute  which  does  not  include 
the  requirement  of  an  offended 
viewer,  may  be  unconstitutional.” 

The  Court  achieved  another 
first  in  California  by  holding  that 
public  solicitations  for  lawful  sex 
to  be  performed  in  private  cannot 
constitutionally  be  made  criminal 
by  the  state. 


Episcopalians  Vote  to 
Ban  Gay  Ordinations 


DENVER,  CO  —  Homosexual 
persons  should  be  accepted  into 
the  Episcopal  Church  but  should 
not  be  ordained  if  they  are  sexual¬ 
ly  active. 

This  is  the  essence  of  a  res¬ 
olution  proposed  by  a  committee- 
of  the  House  of  Bishops  and 
approved  by  that  body  on  Sept.  17 
by  a  vote  of  99-34.  The  resolution 
became  official  church  policy 
when  it  was  approved  by  the 
House  of  Deputies  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  on  Sept.  18. 
The  House  of  Deputies  is 
comprised  of  priests  and  layper¬ 
sons;  the  resolution  was  passed  by 
a  vote  of  77-18  among  laypersons 
and  70-29  among  priests. 

A  report  by  Nathaniel 
Sheppard,  Jr.,  published  in  the 
New  York  Times  on  Sept.  19, 
stated  that  the  vote  in  the  House 
of  Deputies  was  preceded  by 
“four  hours  of  fierce  debate  and 
parliamentary  squabbles.”  The 
most  intense  debate  in  both  the 
House  of  Bishops  and  House  of 
Deputies  arose  over  the  inclusion 
in  the  resolution  of  one  sentence, 
which  read:  “Therefore,  we 
believe  it  not  appropriate  of  this 
church  to  ordain  a  practicing 
homosexual,  or  any  person  who  is 
engaged  in  heterosexual  relations 
outside  of  marriage.” 

The  Ministry  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Deputies  opted  to  delete 
the  sentence  prior  to  consideration 
of  the  resolution  by-4he  House  of 
Deputies,  saying  that  the  language 
was  “too  negative.”  However,  the 
sentence  was  restored  before  the 
vote  was  taken. 

“How  can  a  heterosexual  prove 
that  he  or  she  is  not  a  homosex¬ 
ual?”  asked  Donn  Mitchell  of 
Integrity,  the  organization  of  gay 
Episcopalians  and  their  friends. 


“And  how  can  any  candidate 
prove  that  he  or  she  has  not 
engaged  in  sex  outside  of  mar¬ 
riage?  The  resolution  leaves 
unclear  what  will  happen  to  those 
homosexual  clergy  who  have 
already  been  ordained.”  Mitchell 
expressed  his  feeling  that  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution  as 
worded  will  only  confuse  the  issue 
of  lesbian  and  gay  clergy.  “We  are 
deeply  disappointed,”  he  said, 
“because  this  action  confuses  the 
matter  rather  than  introducing 
clarity  to  the  issue  of  homosexuals 
in  the  priesthood.” 

Bishops  Take  Issue 
A  group  of  21  bishops  issued 
what  Sheppard  termed  “a  stinging 
dissent,”  stating  that  they  could 
not  comply  with  the  resolution 
because  “to  do  so  would  be  to 
abrogate  our  responsibilities  of 
apostolic  leadership  and  prophetic 
witnesses  to  the  fiock  of  Christ 
and  would  involve  a  repudiation  of 
our  ordination  vows  as  bishops.” 
Supporters  of  the  resolution 
hailed  the  vote  as  “a  victory  for 
morality,”  while  opponents 
claimed  that  it  indicated  a  retreat 
from  the  church’s  biblical 
mandate  to  “embrace  all  who 
would  seek  Christ.” 

Bishop  Paul  Moore,  Jr.,  of 
New  York,  stated  that  the  policies 
of  his  diocese  would  remain 
unchanged  and  that  he  would 
invoke  the  “conscience  clause”  in 
order  to  continue  to  ordain  homo¬ 
sexuals.  It  was  Moore  who,  in 
1977,  ordained  an  open  lesbian, 
Ellen  Marie  Barrett,  and 
provoked  convention  debate  on 
the  issue. 

The  ‘Conscience  Clause’ 

The  clause  which  Moore  plans 
to  invoke  allows  bishops  to  deny 
Continued  on  Page  6 


Owner  arrested  on  arson  charge 

Bar  Firebombed 


Thomas  F.  Coleman:  .  .  put  an 
end  to  systematic  arrests  of  people 
.  .  .  engaging  in  some  form  of 
harmless  sexual  conduct.” 

According  to  Dr.  Arthur  C. 
Warner  of  Princeton,  NJ,  co¬ 
chair  of  the  National  Committee 
for  Sexual  Civil  Liberties,  “The 
decision  could  spell  an  end  to  the 
snooping  and  spying  by  plain¬ 
clothes  police  on  what  amounts  to 
adult  sexual  or  affectionate 
behavior.  It  affects  the  case  in 
which  a  couple  is  caught  engaging 
in  intimate  contact  in  a  car  in  lov¬ 
ers’  lane  when  the  only  person 
who  observes  the  conduct  is  a 
police  officer  with  a  flashlight.  It 
also  could  affect  the  type  of  sexual 
Continued  on  Page  6 


By  Barry  Mehler 

ST.  LOUIS,  MO  —  In  the  past 
six  months,  Mor  or  Les,  the  only 
lesbian  bar  in  St.  Louis,  has  been 
the  object  of  gunshots  through  the 
front  window,  destruction  of  the 
air  conditioning  system  by 
vandals,  bomb  threats,  spray- 
painted  epithets,  and  assaults.  At 
about  2:30  a.m.  on  Sept.  11,  just 
one  and  a  half  hours  after  closing, 
the  bar  exploded  into  flames. 

Neighbors  reported  two 
explosions,  one  of  which  blew  out 
the  front  of  the  building.  “The 
thing  was  nothing  but  a  ball  of 
fire,”  reported  Fire  Chief  Frank 
Stockman  in  the  St.  Louis  Post- 
Dispatch.  “Fire  was  shooting  out 
maybe  15  feet  into  the  street  when 
we  pulled  up  there.  It’s  completely 
gutted.  There  will  be  very  little 
they’ll  be  able  to  salvage.” 

Fire-fighters  found  two  five- 
gallon  plastic  gas  containers  on 
the  second  story  of  the  building, 
leaving  little  doubt  that  this  was 
the  work  of  arsonists.  “That’s  a 
damn  lousy  way  to  get  rid  of 
somebody,”  one  neighbor  com¬ 
mented,  and,  although  most 
neighborhood  people  condemned 
the  bombing,  several  said  that 


they  were  glad  to  see  the  bar  gone. 
One  man  driving  by  in  a  utility 
truck  waved  his  hand  in  the  air 
and  shouted  “Yay!” 

Nick  Marinos,  owner  of  the 
building  which  housed  the  bar, 
estimated  the  damage  at  more 
than  $85,000.  “It’s  terrible,”  he 
said.  “We  live  in  a  civilized 
country,  but  this  is  not  the  civil¬ 
ized  way.  People  should  not  take 
the  law  into  their  own  hands.” 
Protest  Petition 

For  the  past  several  months 
there  has  been  a  campaign  waged 
to  close  down  the  bar  by  neighbor¬ 
hood  businesses  and  residents. 
That  campaign  began  when  the 
Meramec  Heights  Improvement 
Association  initiated  a  “Protest 
Petition”  against  the  renewal  of 
the  bar’s  liquor  license.  (In  St. 
Louis,  a  bar  must  renew  its  liquor 
license  every  six  months.)  Usually 
this  procedure  is  merely  a  form¬ 
ality. 

If,  however,  a  “Protest  Petit¬ 
ion”  is  signed  by  more  than  50% 
of  the  property  owners  or  more 
than  50%  of  the  first-floor  tenants 
within  a  200-yard  radius  of  the 
establishment,  a  hearing  before 
Continued  on  Page  6 


TOP  RATINGS:  State  Rep.  Mel  King  (I)  and  incumbent  Mayor  Kevin  H.  White  (r)  are  the  two  mayoral 
candidates  who  received  the  top  rating,  “supportive,”  from  the  Mass.  Gay  Political  Caucus. 


MGPC  Rates  the  Candidates 


BOSTON,  MA  —  The  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Gay  Political  Caucus 
(MGPC)  last  week  announced  its 
ratings  of  the  various  candidates 
for  city  office  in  Boston’s  prelim¬ 
inary  election  to  be  held  on  Sept. 
25.  In  the  hotly  contested  mayoral 
race,  in  which  three  of  the  four 
major  candidates  have  actively 
sought  support  in  the  gay  com¬ 
munity,  MGPC  gave  its  highest 
rating  —  “supportive”  —  to  two 
of  the  candidates,  incumbent 
Mayor  Kevin  H.  White  and  State 
Rep.  Mel  King. 

Ann  Maguire  and  David 
Gearhart,  co-chairs  of  MGPC, 
explained  that  the  “supportive” 
rating  indicates  that  the  candidate 
has  been  determined,  by  past 
actions  and  responses  to  the  GCN- 
MGPC  questionnaire  (See  GCN, 
Vol.  7,  No.  9),  to  support  lesbian 
and  gay  rights.  Candidates  rated 
“acceptable”  are  those  less  than 
completely  supportive  but  whose 
responses  were  judged  satisfactory 
by  MGPC  members.  “Neutral” 
candidates  responded  to  the  ques¬ 
tionnaire  but  insufficient 


background  information  was 
available  to  make  a  definite 
rating. 

Candidates  who  do  not  support 
lesbian  and  gay  rights,  according 
to  MGPC,  were  rated  “unaccept¬ 
able”  while  those  not  responding 
to  the  survey  were  listed  as  “no 
response.” 

State  Sen.  Joseph  Timilty, 
generally  regarded  as  Mayor 
White’s  major  opposition,  was 
rated  “acceptable”  by  MGPC,  on 
the  basis  of  his  prior  voting  record 
on  gay  rights  and  related  issues. 
Socialist  Workers  Party  candidate 
Luis  Castro  was  rated  “neutral” 
while  no  response  was  received 
from  U.S.  Labor  Party  candidate 
Laurence  Sherman. 

The  only  candidate  for  mayor 
rated  “unacceptable”  was  School 
Committee  President  David  I. 
Finnegan,  whose  response  to  the 
survey  Maguire  called  “insulting 
to  lesbian  and  gay  voters.” 

In  the  City  Council  race,  in 
which  23  candidates  (including  all 
9  incumbents)  are  vying  for  18 
spots  in  the  November  general 


election,  MGPC  gave  its  highest 
rating  to  five  candidates, 
including  two  incumbents.  They 
are  Councillors  Larry  DiCara  and 
Christopher  Iannella,  and 
challengers  Stephen  Farrell,  John 
W.  Sears,  and  Barbara  Ware. 

DiCara  is  the  Council’s  leading 
liberal  and  its  earliest  gay  rights 
backer,  while  Iannella  drew 
support  from  the  gay  community 
last  year  in  his  unsuccessful  race 
for  Suffolk  County  District 
Attorney.  Farrell  is  a  South  End 
resident  who  fought  for  a  gay 
youth  program  when  he  was 
assistant  director  of  the  city’s 
Youth  Activities  Commission. 
Sears  is  a  former  commissioner  of 
the  Metropolitan  District 
Commission  and  a  Beacon  Hill 
resident  with  a  long  record  of 
support  for  civil  rights  causes, 
while  Ware  has  served  as  a  legis¬ 
lative  aide  to  State  Sen.  Bill 
Owens  (D-Mattapan),  a  longtime 
sponsor  of  gay  anti-discrimination 
measures  at  the  State  House. 

With  the  exception  of  iannella. 
Continued  on  Page  6 


Page  2  «  Gay  Community  News,  September  29,  1979 

—  News  Notes  ■ 


quote  of  the  week 

“Although  giving  minority  groups  some  prefer¬ 
ence  in  hiring  doesn’t  sound  fair  to  most  Boys’ 
Staters,  they  tend  to  be  strongly  opposed  to  discrim¬ 
ination.  Flashing  a  picture  of  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr., 
on  the  screen  during  a  slide  show  brings  a  rousing 
cheer.  The  enthusiasm  for  minority  rights,  though, 
wanes  when  it  comes  to. homosexuals.  ‘Most  of  us 
don’t  like  ’em,  but  if  you'asked  us  do  they  have  rights 
I  guess  we’d  have  to  say  yes,’  one  citizen  [said]  during 
a  debate  on  a  bill  that  would  have  made  it  a  felony  for 
a  homosexual  teacher  to  advertise  his  sexual  prefer¬ 
ence  for  the  purpose  of  recruitment.  ‘Homosexuals 
can’t  reproduce;  they  can  only  recruit,’  the  young 
man  who  introduced  the  bill  told  the  legislature. 
‘Schools  are  the  ideal  place  for  this.  They  shouldn’t 
be  teaching  anyway,  but  there’s  nothing  we  can  do 
about  that.  I  don’t  want  any  of  my  kids  advertised  to 
by  a  homosexual  teacher.’  He  was  cheered,  but  the 
bill  died  during  an  attempt  by  some  legislators  to 
amend  it  on  the  ground  that  fairness  required 
forbidding  recruitment  by  heterosexual  teachers  as 
well.” 

—Calvin  Trillin  in  “U.S.  Journal:  Oregon  — 
Thoughts  of  a  Skeptical  Grownup  at 
Beaver  Boys’  State.”  Trillin  was  describ¬ 
ing  some  of  the  events  which  transpired 
at  an  event  organized  “as  a  way  of 
teaching  high-school  juniors  something 
about  their  government  and  their  coun¬ 
try.”  The  piece  appeared  in  The  New 
Yorker  magazine,  Aug.  13,  1979. 


home  rule  petition  filed 

BOSTON,  MA  —  Boston  City  Councillor  Larry 
DiCara  has  filed  a  home  rule  petition  with  the  City 
Council  to  change  the  method  of  appointing  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Boston  Licensing  Board,  which  regulates 
liquor  and  entertainment  licenses  in  the  city. 

Since  1908,  members  of  the  Licensing  Board 
(and  the  Boston  Finance  Commission)  have  been  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  governor,  not  the  mayor,  in  what  was 
then  viewed  as  a  form  of  Republican  revenge  against 
the  city  by  the  Legislature.  DiCara’s  proposal  would 
give  the  mayor  appointing  authority  over  the  Board, 
subject  to  confirmation  by  the  City  Council. 

Board  chair  Andrea  W.  Gargiulo  and  Rep.  Barney 
Frank  have  announced  support  for  the  DiCara  pro¬ 
posal  because  they  say  it  would  make  the  Board 
more  accountable  to  the  community.  Licensing 
Board  member  Jon  Straight,  however,  is  opposed  to 
the  change  because  he  says  it  would  give  the  mayor 
too  much  control  over  liquor  licenses,  in  that  he  al¬ 
ready  appoints  officials  of  the  police,  fire,  health,  and 
building  departments,  who  inspect  Boston’s  bars. 

The  DiCara  proposal  must  first  be  approved  by 
the  City  Council  and  then  be  approved  by  the  State 
Legislature  and  signed  by  the  governor.  No  hearings 
on  the  measure  are  scheduled  at  this  time. 


third  world  people  gather 

BOSTON,  MA  —  An  "informal,  get-acquainted 
gathering”  open  to  all  third  world  people  will  take 
place  on  Sat.,  Sept.  22.  Guest  speakers  will  include  A. 
Billy  S.  Jones,  Dolores  Berry,  and  John  Gee,  co-chairs 
and  organizers  of  the  First  National  Third  World  Les¬ 
bian/Gay  Conference  which  is  scheduled  to  take 
place  in  Washington,  DC,  Oct.  12-15.  For  additional 
information  contact  Mondo  Gaitan,  (617)  542-7824. 


town  meeting  speakers  announced 

BOSTON,  MA  —  At  the  next  lesbian/gay  town 
meeting,  Boston  area  residents  will  have  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  discuss  the  topic,  “Is  there  community  after 
sex?”  Nancy  Walker,  Linda  Carford,  and  Charley 
Shively  will  present  opening  remarks,  which  will  be 
followed  by  open  discussion. 

The  town  meeting  will  take  place  on  Thurs., 
Sept.  27,  at  7:30  p.m.  in  the  Old  West  Church,  on  Cam¬ 
bridge  St.,  Boston.  It  will  be  wheelchair  accessible 
and  signed  for  the  hearing  impaired. 


‘to  save  life  and  provide  defense’ 

CONCORD,  NH  —  In  a  recent  round-table  dis¬ 
cussion  with  nine  pro-choice  constituents,  Sen.  Gor¬ 
don  Humphrey  claimed  that  the  number  of  women 
who  will  die  each  year  from  illegal  abortions  “is  a 
small  price  to  pay  for  saving  a  million  babies.” 

He  went  on  to  challenge  his  constituents,  say¬ 
ing,  "Family  planning  is  not  a  legitimate  function  of 
government.  Why  don’t  you  set  up  private  facilities  to 
provide  services  for  the  medically  indigent?”  Ques¬ 
tioned  as  to  what  were  “legitimate  functions”  of  gov¬ 
ernment,  Humphrey  replied,  “The  two  most  legiti¬ 
mate  functions  of  government  are  1)  to  save  life,  and 
2)  to  provide  a  strong  national  defense.” 

Confronted  with  statistics  about  the  frequency 
of  rape,  incest,  child  abuse,  and  child  neglect, 
Humphrey  exclaimed,  "How  can  the  world  go  on  if  all 
these  horrible  things  that  you  say  are  happening?” 


bagals  endorse  king 

BOSTON,  MA  —  "Among  the  groups  which  have 
been  forgotten  for  too  long  by  City  Hall  are  Boston’s 
large  numbers  of  lesbians  and  gay  men.  Ten  years 
after  the  Stonewall  riots  and  the  birth  of  the  current 
gay  liberation  movement,  token  gestures  will  no 
longer  substitute  for  full  protection  of  the  law  and  the 
freedom  to  exercise  our  civil  liberties.” 

With  those  words,  the  Boston  Area  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Schoolworkers  (BAGALS)  announced  its  en¬ 
dorsement  of  Mel  King  (D-South  End)  for  Mayor  of 
Boston.  A  statement  issued  by  BAGALS  went  on  to 
say  that,  as  a  group  of  “largely  public  employees,”  it 
is  “urgent  that  the  next  mayor  of  Boston  be  a  person 
who  has  actively  demonstrated  a  commitment  to  gay 
men  and  lesbians.” 


carnival  79  benefits  march 

BOSTON,  MA  —  Over  $3,000  was  raised  for  the 
benefit  of  the  March  on  Washington  at  Carnival  ’79, 
held  on  Sept.  15  at  Boston’s  Clemente  Field.  Several 
thousand  lesbians  and  gay  men  attended  the  event, 
which  was  organized  by  Donny  Dickson,  Ramsay 
Fadiman  and  Bruce  Aiken  of  Buddies  and  by  Bob 
Kofloff. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the  afternoon  was  a 
booth  sponsored  by  Hit  Parade  that  provided  hand¬ 
cuffs  for  “police”  to  lock  up  certain  people  and  keep 
them  in  a  special  “jail”  until  they  provided  sufficient 
“bail.”  Among  those  “arrested”  were  local  club 
managers  Gary  Dotterman,  Nancy  Gilman,  and  Bob. 
White;  bartender  Paul  Bentley;  and  Boston  Licensing 
Board  Commissioner  Jon  Straight. 

State  Senator  and  mayoral  candidate  Joseph 
Timilty  also  attended  the  event,  although  he  did  not 
have  time  to  spend  in  the  Hit  Parade  “jail.” 

gay  teachers  hold  workshops 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  —  The  Gay  Teachers  and 
Schoolworkers  of  San  Francisco  have  successfully 
orchestrated  year-round  workshops  on  homosexual¬ 
ity  for  school  administrators,  teachers,  parents,  and 
students.  Tom  Ammiano,  leader  of  the  group,  said  it 
took  two  years  to  “get  around  obstacles  and  sabo¬ 
tage.” 

The  first  session,  on  Aug.  23,  was  attended  by 
over  200  administrators,  among  whom  were  four 
members  of  the  Board  of  Education.  Current  plans 
call  for  monthly  two-hour  sessions  throughout  the 
school  year  and  a  formally  scheduled  Speakers’ 
Bureau. 

Ammiano,  incidentally,  has  recently  been  ap¬ 
pointed  to  the  Citizens  Advisory  Council  of  the 
Mayor’s  Bureau  of  Child  Care. 


g.b.a.  to  host  brydon 

BOSTON,  MA  —  A  public  forum  sponsored  by 
the  Gay  Business  Association  (GBA)  will  feature 
Charles  F.  Brydon,  Co-Executive  Director  of  the 
National  Gay  Task  Force  (NGTF)  on  Wed.,  Sept.  26, 
from  7-9  p.m.  at  Buddies,  733  Boylston  St.  A  $5 
admission  charge  includes  champagne  and  hors 
d’oeuvres. 

This  forum  is  a  result  of  Brydon’s  visit  earlier 
this  summer,  when  he  expressed  a  desire  to  return 
and  address  the  community  at  large.  He  will  speak  on 
current  and  future  plans  of  NGTF.  For  additional 
information,  contact  the  GBA  at  (617)  247-3431. 


child  care  provided  at  march 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  Washington-based 
Logistics  Office  for  the  Oct.  14  National  March  on 
Washington  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  has  an¬ 
nounced  that  child  care  will  be  available  on  Oct.  14, 
but  that  parents  or  guardians  must  pre-register  chil¬ 
dren  as  soon  as  possible. 

Gigi  Goldfrank  and  Will  Pharis,  co-chairs  of  the 
Childcare  Coordinators,  have  asked  that  the  follow¬ 
ing  information  about  children  be  supplied:  name, 
age,  and  any  allergies  or  pertinent  medical  informa¬ 
tion.  Parents  or  guardians  are  asked  to  furnish  their 
names,  addresses,  phone  numbers,  and  time  and 
date  of  arrival  and  departure.  Child  care  will  be  avail¬ 
able  all  day  on  Oct.  14,  and  will  be  provided  as  neces¬ 
sary  on  Oct.  13. 

Send  all  information  to  the  National  March  on 
Washington,  DC  Office,  943  9th  St.,  NW,  Washington, 
DC  20001,  (202)  789-1070. 


in  celebration  of  women 

BOSTON,  MA  —  The  Coalition  for  the  Affirma¬ 
tion  of  Women  in  Religion  will  sponsor  a  women's  re¬ 
ligious  service  at  the  Church  of  the  Covenant,  67 
Newbury  St.,  Boston,  on  Sun.  Sept.  30,  from  3-5  p.m. 
The  service  is  sponsored  in  part  by  Dignity  and,  while 
the  service  will  be  led  by  women,  it  is  open  to  women 
and  men. 

A  spokesperson  for  the  Coalition  explained  that 
the  service  has  been  organized  “to  protest  the  exclu¬ 
sion  of  women  from  full  participation  in  the  papal 
mass,  which  reflects  the  patriarchal  structure  of  the 
Catholic  church”  and  the  invisibility  of  women  ini 
the  church. 


Chicago  defers  rights  bill 

CHICAGO,  IL  —  Action  on  a  gay  rights  bill 
backed  by  Mayor  Jane  Byrne  has  been  postponed  by 
the  City  Council,  and  an  opponent  of  the  measure, 
Alderman  Robert  Shaw,  has  filed  a  proposal  for  a  city¬ 
wide  referendum  on  the  question. 

The  sponsor  of  the  bill,  Alderman  Clifford  Kelley, 
asked  that  consideration  of  the  bill  be  deferred  when 
it  became  clear  in  Council  chambers  that  the  bill 
would  ban  employment  and  housing  discrimination 
against  lesbians  and  gay  men.  Shaw  then  proposed 
the  referendum. 

If  the  City  Council  agrees  to  put  the  question  to 
a  referendum,  it  would  appear  in  the  general  election 
ballot  in  Nov.,  1980.  It  would  read,  "Shall  the  term 
‘sexual  orientation’  be  included  in  the  civil  rights 
legislation  of  the  city  of  Chicago?” 


gay  voters  register 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  The  Cambridge  Gay 
Political  Caucus  (CGPC)  has  planned  a  voter  regis¬ 
tration  night  at  the  Paradise  Cafe  in  Cambridge  on 
Oct.  3,  hoping  to  “assure  the  largest  possible  vote  for 
candidates  who  support  gay  rights.” 

The  next  meeting  of  the  CGPC  will  be  a  pot-luck 
supper  on  Sept.  25,  at  48  Eustis  St.,  Cambridge.  As  in 
the  last  election,  each  candidate  will  be  questioned 
by  CGPC  as  to  her/his  position  on  gay  rights.  The 
group  will  then  formulate  voting  recommendations 
based  on  the  responses  of  the  candidates. 

For  additional  information,  contact  the  CGPC  at 
(617)  876-3019. 


Wisconsin  hears  privacy  bill 

MADISON,  Wl  —  Addressing  the  Criminal  Jus¬ 
tice  and  Public  Safety  Committee  of  the  Wisconsin 
State  Assembly  recently,  Rep.  David  Ciarenbach 
said,  “The  government  has  absolutely  no  business  in 
what  goes  on  in  the  bedrooms  of  the  state.”  Ciaren¬ 
bach  is  the  sponsor  of  a  sexual  privacy  bill  for  con¬ 
senting  adults  which  he  hopes  to  see  passed  in  spite 
of  current  Wisconsin  law,  which  proscribes  sexual  re¬ 
lations  between  people  who  are  not  each  others’ 
spouses,  sexual  relations  between  people  of  the 
same  sex,  and  oral  and  anal  sex. 

Rev.  Richard  Pritchard,  leader  of  opponents  of 
the  bill,  has  urged  a  referendum  on  the  measure,  but 
clergypersons  from  across  the  state  have  testified  on 
its  behalf. 


hustler  charged  in  murder 

ALEXANDRIA,  VA  —  In  what  Alexandria  detec¬ 
tives  termed  “one  of  the  city’s  longest  murder  inves¬ 
tigations,”  there  may  finally  have  been  a  break¬ 
through.  At  issue  is  the  1974  murder  of  Joseph  J.A. 
Jessel,  Jr.,  a  funeral  home  manager  whose  body,  clad 
only  in  a  shirt  and  a  tie,  was  found  riddled  with  bul¬ 
lets  in  a  West  Alexandria  gutter. 

Charles  William  Zeider,  26,  of  Richmond  (VA),  is 
in  jail  on  murder  and  robbery  charges.  Zeider,  who  ad¬ 
mitted  being  “a  male  hustler,”  claimed  to  have  been 
present  when  the  shooting  occurred  but  stated  that 
he  did  not  participate  in  it.  He  expressed  surprise  at 
his  arrest,  saying,  “I  figured  I  never  would  get  busted 
for  selling  my  body.” 

Police  said  they  have  obtained  a  warrant  for  the 
arrest  of  Scott  Watson,  24,  on  murder  charges,  and 
that  they  are  seeking  another  man,  known  only  as 
“White  Bill,”  for  questioning  in  the  case. 


date  set  for  riot  hearings 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  —  A  Municipal  Court 
hearing  has  been  scheduled  for  Oct.  2  to  hear  evi¬ 
dence  with  regard  to  whether  District  Atty.  Joseph 
Freitas  should  prosecute  the  persons  arrested  in  the 
May  21  rioting  at  San  Francisco’s  City  Hall. 

A  preliminary  hearing  involving  18  defendants 
has  been  delayed,  according  to  a  report  in  the  Bay 
Area  Reporter,  pending  a  decision  on  claims  by  at¬ 
torneys  for  the  18  persons  that  Freitas,  who  is  run¬ 
ning  for  re-election  as  District  Atty.,  is  involved  in  a 
conflict  of  interest  and  should  not  be  the  person- to 
prosecute  those  charged. 


gay  alcoholism  professionals  form 

OAKLAND,  NJ  —  A  new  group  of  alcoholism 
professionals,  the  National  Association  of  Gay  Alco¬ 
holism  Professionals  (NAGAP)  has  formed,  hoping  to 
become  a  strong  and  positive  force  in  the  field  of 
alcoholism. 

NAGAP  is  comprised  of  people  nationwide  who 
are  dedicated  to  improving  the  conditions  of  gay  pro¬ 
fessionals  working  in  the  alcoholism  field;  gay  alco¬ 
holic  clients  who  are  in  treatment;  gay  alcoholics 
who  are  afraid  to  enter  treatment  “because  of  the 
dual  issue  of  homosexuality  and  alcoholism”;  and 
straight  alcoholism  professionals  and  agencies  who 
want  help  in  order  to  better  serve  their  gay  alcoholic 
clients. 

To  find  out  more,  write  NAGAP,  P.O.  Box  376, 
Oakland,  NJ  07436. 
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Tsongas  to  Introduce 
Pro-Gay  Legislation 


WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Sen. 
Paul  Tsongas  (D-MA)  has  sent  a 
“Dear  Colleague”  letter  to  all 
members  of  the  U.S.  Senate 
announcing  his  intention  to  intro¬ 
duce  legislation  to  prohibit 
employment  discrimination 

against  lesbians  and  gay  men.  The 
purpose  of  his  letter  is  to  seek  co¬ 
sponsors  for  the  proposed  legislat¬ 
ion. 

Steve  Endean,  Executive  Dir¬ 
ector  of  the  Gay  Rights  National 
Lobby  (GRNL),  expressed 
“extreme  pleasure”  at  Tsongas’s 
action.  “This  marks  the  first  time 
in  history,”  Endean  said,  “that  a 
lesbian/ gay  civil  rights  bill  will  be 
in  the  United  States  Senate. 
Because  of  the  nature  of  the 
Senate,  where  each  member  repre¬ 
sents  an  entire  state,  introduction 
of  a  Senate  Gay  Rights  Bill  should 
provide  a  major  assist  in  making 
this  a  truly  national  issue.” 

The  GRNL  has  played  a  key 
role  in  securing  this  action  and 
Endean  said  it  will  continue  to 


work  closely  with  Tsongas  to 
secure  additional  sponsors  and 
supporters.  The  timing  of  the 
introduction  of  Tsongas’s  bill  has 
not  yet  been  determined,  but  it  is 
hoped  that  it  will  be  introduced 
before  the  conclusion  of  this  legis¬ 
lative  year. 

Citing  the  pending  introduction 
of  the  first  Senate  Gay  Rights  Bill 
in  history,  Endean  suggested  that 
lesbians  and  gay  men  have  “good 
reason”  to  attend  the  Oct.  14 
National  March  on  Washington 
for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  and  to 
participate  in  the  National  Con¬ 
stituent  Lobbying  Day  on  Oct.  15. 

“Until  Senators  and  Congress- 
people  know  that  they  have  gay 
constituents  who  are  affected  by 
this  legislation,  their  support  will 
be  limited,”  Endean  said.  “The 
Constituent  Lobbying  Day,  the 
day  after  the  march,  is  an 
excellent  opportunity  to  meet 
directly  with  their  Senators  and 
Congresspeople  to  explain  their 
views.” 


Israelis  Reject  Trees 
Planted  by  Gay  Delegation 


Sen.  Paul  Tsongas  (D-MA)  has 
announced  his  intention  to  intro¬ 
duce  gay  rights  legislation  in  the 
U.S.  Senate. 

For  those  persons  who  cannot 
attend  the  march  or  the  subse¬ 
quent  lobbying  day,  GRNL  has 
urged  direct  contact,  by  mail,  with 
Senators  at  the  Senate  Office 
Building,  Washington,  DC  20510. 
Those  unsure  of  who  their  Sena¬ 
tors  are  may  contact  GRNL  at 
1606  17th  St.,  N.W.,  Washington, 
DC  20009,  or  by  phone  at  (202) 
462-4255. 


BOSTON,  MA  —  Delegates  to 
the  Fourth  International  Confer¬ 
ence  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews, 
held  this  summer  in  Tel  Aviv, 
Israel,  have  returned  home  amid 
continuing  controversy  over 
attempts  by  the  rabbinate  to  force 
cancellation  of  the  conference  by 
withholding  the  certificate  of 
kashrut  for  the  kibbutz  where  the 
conference  was  to  be  held.  With¬ 
out  the  certificate  of  kashrut,  the 
kibbutz  food  factory  and  the  guest 
house,  the  primary  sources  of 
income,  would  be  rendered  inop¬ 
erable. 

The  conference  was  rescheduled 
to  a  hotel  in  Tel  Aviv,  which  can¬ 
celled  one  day  before  the  start  of 
the  conference  because  it  also  had 
been  threatened  with  the  with¬ 
drawal  of  its  certificate  of  kash¬ 
rut.  An  alternative  site  was  found 
only  hours  before  the  conference 
was  scheduled  to  begin. 

The  Society  for  the  Protection 
of  Personal  Rights  (SPPR),  the 
host  organization  and  represent¬ 
atives  of  the  International  Confer- 


News  Commentary 

Sansone:  Yes,  No,  or  What? 


By  David  Brill 

BOSTON,  MA  —  When  she 
was  first  elected  to  the  Boston 
City  Council  two  years  ago, 
Rosemarie  Sansone  was  hailed  as 
one  of  a  new  breed  —  young, 
educated,  articulate.  A  former 
advertising  executive  who  headed 
the  Massachusetts  campaign  to 
ratify  the  Equal  Rights  Amend¬ 
ment  the  year  before,  Sansone  ran 
in  1977  with  endorsements  from 
most  of  the  city?s  leading  liberal 
luminaries,  including  Rep.  Barney 
Frank,  then-Rep.  Elaine  Noble, 
and  the  Ward  Five  Democratic 
Committee. 

In  the  final  election,  Sansone 
was  the  top  vote-getter  in  Ward 
Five  (Back  Bay  and  Beacon  Hill) 
and  a  strong  second  in  Ward  Four 
(South  End),  the  two  most  heavily 
gay  areas  of  the  city.  Many  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  participated  in 
her  campaign  and,  in  fact,  circu¬ 
lated  her  nomination  papers  in 
local  gay  bars,  even  though  she 
did  not  answer  the  GCN  question¬ 
naire  sent  to  all  City  Council  can¬ 
didates. 

That  she  received  so  much  gay 
support  in  1977  was  surprising, 
given  the  fact  that  —  according  to 
those  close  to  her  campaign  —  she 
had  specifically  asked  not  to  be 
identified  as  a  gay-supported  can¬ 
didate.  Appearing  on  the  David 
Brudnoy  Show  on  radio  station 
WHDH,  she  was  asked  by  a  caller 
if  she  would  support  gay  teachers 
in  public  schools,  and  responded 
“Absolutely  not!” 

Brudnoy,  whose  large  listening 
audience  is  considered  Boston’s 
most  conservative,  confirmed  this 
conversation  in  a  letter  printed  in 
the  Nov.  25,  1977  issue  of 

Esplanade,  in  response  to  a 
column  by  A.  N older  Gay  sup¬ 
porting  Sansone.  In  his  letter, 


Brudnoy  wrote: 

When  that  utter  con  job 
Rosemarie  Sansone  was  on  my 
radio  program,  she  was  asked 
by  a  caller  if  she  would  approve 
letting  homosexuals  teach  in 
the  public  schools.  She  res¬ 
ponded:  “Absolutely  not! 

Under  no  circumstances!” 

Like  all  the  other  22  candidates 
for  City  Council,  Sansone  was 
sent  a  questionnaire  on  Aug.  1  this 
year  for  the  regular  candidate  sur¬ 
vey  held  by  GCN  and  the  Mass. 
Gay  Political  Caucus  (MGPC). 
She  did  not  respond. 

On  Sept.  12,  MGPC  met  to  dis¬ 
cuss  the  candidate  ratings,  and 
some  of  Sansone’ s  supporters  in 
the  group  convinced  the  majority 
present  to  carve  out  a  special 
exception  for  her  to  find  out  why 
she  did  not  respond  to  the  GCN- 
MCPC  survey.  All  the  other  can¬ 
didates  received  ratings  at  that 
time.  Sansone’s  office  was  then 
given  the  three  quesions  asked  of 


Councillor  Rosemarie  Sansone: 
vacillating 


r  correction 


GCN  would  like  to  correct 
inaccuracies  about  Women’s 
Community  Health  Center 
(WCHQ  in  the  article  “Flynn 
Endorsed  by  Frank”  in  the  last 
issue  ( GCN  Vol.  7,  No.  9). 
Although  WCHC  would  like  to 
be  able  to  provide  abortions  on 
a  sliding  fee  scale,  it  has  never 
been  in  a  financial  position  to 
be  able  to  do  so.  In  fact,  the 
Health  Center  depends  on 
contributions  as  well  as  fees  for 
services  in  order  to  stay  open. 

The  three  years  of 
harassment  experienced  by 


WCHC  in  obtaining  a  clinic 
license  involved  many  more 
factors  than  indicated  in  the 
article.  Flynn  and  thePost- Audit 
Committee  put  pressure  on  the 
Department  of  Public  Health 
(DPH)  and  on  WCHC  during 
the  final  months  of  the 
Center’s  licensure  process. 
Other  agencies  besides  the 
DPH  played  a  major  role  in 
lengthening  the  clinic  license 
procedure.  Until  obtaining  a 
clinic  license,  WCHC’s 
medical  services  were  provided 
under  physician’s  licenses. _ 


all  Council  candidates;  the  ques¬ 
tions  concerned  a  comprehensive 
human  rights  ordinance  for 
Boston,  city  support  for  a  gay 
community  center,  and  neighbor¬ 
hood  representation  on  the  coun¬ 
cil  and  School  Committee. 

Sansone  answered  the  second 
questionnaire  immediately,  but 
complained  that  she  never 
received  the  first  one.  This  was  the 
response  of  allegedly  the  brightest 
light  on  the  City  Council: 

First  off,  it  is  difficult  for  me 
to  respond  to  the  specific  quest¬ 
ions  you  raised  without  seeing 
an  individual  ordinance  ot  leas¬ 
ing  agreement  and  studying  the 
specifics  of  that  proposal. 
However,  through  my  leader¬ 
ship  in  the  Equal  Rights 
Amendment  campaign  in 
Massachusetts  and  throughout 
the  nation,  I  have  publicly  stat¬ 
ed  on  numerous  occasions  that 
I  am  unalterably  opposed  to 
discrimination  of  any  kind. 
Additionally,  two  years  ago 
when  I  first  ran  for  City 
Council;  I  was  an  ardent  sup¬ 
porter  of  the  so-called  Galvin 
Plan  which  called  for  the  elect¬ 
ion  of  School  Committee  and 
City  Council  members  by  dis¬ 
trict.  I  am  still  a  strong  sup¬ 
porter  of  that  form  of  city  gov¬ 
ernment  as  I  believe  it  to  be  the 
only  way  to  adequately  voice 
the  concerns  and  priorities  of 
every  citizen  and  neighborhood 
in  the  city. 

1  appreciate  this  additional  op¬ 
portunity  to  voice  my  opinion 
on  subjects  which  concern  you 
and  would  appreciate  any  sup¬ 
port  you  might  render. 

But  support  is  not  what 
Sansone  got  from  the  gay  organ¬ 
ization.  Ann  Maguire,  co-chair  of 
MGPC,  said  that  Sansone’s  res¬ 
ponse  was  “not  exactly  what  you 
would  expSct  from  a  pro-gay  can¬ 
didate.  It  was  more  like  one  from 
somebody  who  didn’t  want  to 
offend  others.” 

“She  didn’t  even  mention  the 
word  gay,”  noted  Maguire.  “She 
has  no  business  carrying  Ward 
Five  with  that  kind  of  attitude.” 

Although  Sansone’s  request  for 
additional  specificity  concerning 
the  questions  seems  legitimate,  it 
is  a  fact  that  none  of  the  other 
candidates  —  including  three 
other  incumbents  —  who 
answered  the  questionnaire  said 
they  needed  more  information. 

MGPC,  accordingly,  rated 
Sansone  as  “unacceptable,” 
along  with  two  other  Council  con¬ 
servatives,  Louise  Day  Hicks  and 
Albert  O’Neil. 


ence  are  now  involved  in  litigation 
“to  ensure  that  this  sequence  of 
events  is  never  repeated  and  that 
its  members’  rights  are  protected 
in  the  future.” 

A  week  after  the  conference,  a 
delegation  representing  member 
congregations  and  organizations 
in  12  countries  gathered  in  Lahav, 
Israel,  to  dedicate  3,000  trees  which 
they  had  planted  through  the  Jew¬ 
ish  National  Fund  (JNF)-  Only  36 
hours  prior  to  the  dedication,  the 
JNF  contacted  the  delegation  and 
expressed  its  desire  to  return  the 
$9,000  which  had  been  con¬ 
tributed  for  the  planting  of  the 
trees,  citing  the  controversy  which 
had  surrounded  the  conference. 
The  delegation  refused  the  return 
of  its  funds  and  cited  a  plaque 
which  had  been  presented  the 
week  before  by  the  JNF  “honor¬ 
ing  the  countless  homosexual  men 
and  women  in  the  Galut  and  Israel 
who  gave  of  themselves  to  build 
and  defend  the  land  of  Israel  and 
who  are  struggling  to  bring  .  .  . 
Eretz  Yisrael  to  Jews  every¬ 
where.” 

In  its  refusal,  the  delegation 
also  referred  to  the  Halacha  (Tal¬ 
mudic  Law),  which  calls  upon 
all  Jews  to  plant  trees  in  Israel.  A 
spokesperson  for  the  delegation 
said  that  the  JNF  action  was 


At  the  Charles  Street  Fair  on 
Sept.  16,  two  gay  voters  attempted 
to  talk  with  Sansone  about  her 
position  on  gay  rights.  She  denied 
ever  having  made  such  a  statement 
on  the  David  Brudnoy  Show  and 
then  got  into  a  shouting  match 
with  the  two  gay  men.  This  report¬ 
er  observed  the  confrontation 
from  five  feet  away. 

Former  Rep.  Elaine  Noble,  who 
was  a  strong  Sansone  supporter 
two  years  ago,  says  she  is  “not 
actively  supporting  her  this  year.” 
Noble,  now  an  aide  to  Mayor 
Kevin  White,  says  she  was  listen¬ 
ing  to  the  Brudnoy  show  when 
Sansone  made  the  anti-gay  state¬ 
ment. 

“I  mentioned  it  to  her  after  the 
show,”  Noble  told  GCN.  “She 
said  she  was  afraid  she  would  lose 
votes  in  the  election.  I  thought  it 
was  very  unfair  because  I  stood  on 
a  pole  for  her  in  the  election.” 

Noble  also  said  that  Sansone 
had  been  hurt  in  the  women’s 
community  by  her  frequent 
alliances  with  ,  Councillor 
Raymond  Flynn,  who  was  a 
prominent  anti-ERA,  anti¬ 
abortion  spokesperson  while  in 
the  Legislature  but  who  has 
steered  clear  of  those  issues  since 
joining  the  Council.  “I  think  she’s 
just  getting  bad  advice,  which  is 
too  bad  because  I  like  her,”  said 
Noble. 

Sansone  did  not  return  repeated 
telephone  calls  from  GCN  to  dis¬ 
cuss  the  issue.  Hunter  Ohanian, 
her  Council  aide,  had  nothing  to 
say  for  the  record  about  the  situ¬ 
ation. 

What  4s  Sansone’s  problem?  Is 
she  really  just  walking  the  fine  line 
between  her  liberal  constituency 
and  her  North  End  roots? 

Rep.  Barney  Frank  called  her 
apparent  vacillation  “politically 
unreasonable  for  her”  and  said  he 
would  talk  to  her  about  it.  She  has 
already  lost  some  of  her  original 
support;  witness  the  failure  of  the 
Ward  Five  Democratic  Committee 
to  endorse  her  this  year.  A  Boston 
Globe  editorial  on  Sept.  19  noted 
that  she  “has  not  fully  lived  up  to 
the  expectations  of  some  of  her 
supporters.” 

It  is  no  secret  at  City  Hall  or  in 
the  gay  community  that  Sansone 
has  employed  gays  on  her  staff, 
both  in  City  Hall  and  in  her  cam¬ 
paign.  She  is  counting  on 
neighborhoods  like  Beacon  Hill 
and  the  South  End  to  support  her 
in  this  year’s  election,  which 
makes  her  behavior  all  the  more 
inexplicable. 


contrary  to  the  spirit  of  Zionism, 
prejudiced,  and  anti-Torah.  Such 
action  would  sooner  be  expected 
from  the  Khomeini  regime  in  Iran 
(than  from  a  usually  responsible 
Jewish  Zionist  agency.”  . 

The  trees  were  dedicated.  The 
delegation,  decided  that  the  dedi¬ 
cation  of  the  woodland  was  so 
important  that  if  the  JNF  would 
not  perform  the  promised  cere¬ 
mony,  the  delegation  would 
perform  the  dedication  itself. 
When  the  group  informed  the 
JNF  of  its  intention  to  proceed 
with  the  ceremony,  the  JNF  office 
in  Beer  Sheva  apologized  for  the 
attempted  cancellation,  which  had 
originated  from  the  Jerusalem 
office.  Negotiations  are  continu¬ 
ing  with  the  New  York  JNF,  who 
originally  arranged  for  the  do¬ 
nation  and  the  commemorative 
plaque. 


Three  Vie  in 
Minneapolis 

MINNEAPOLIS,  MN  —  This 
city  made  Minnesota  history  on 
Sept.  1 1  when  more  than  one 
openly  gay  person  made  a  bid  for 
election  to  a  city  post.  In  fact, 
three  openly  gay  people  vied  for 
mayoral,  school  board,  and  park 
board  positions  in  the 
Minneapolis  primary  election. 

Tim  Campbell,  a  long-time  gay 
activist,  waged  a  hard-hitting 
mayoral  campaign,  filing  election 
papers  after  former  police  chief 
Elmer  Nordlund  issued  a  chal¬ 
lenge  to  gays  to  “elect  their  own 
mayor.” 

He  placed  third  in  a 
five-way  race  for  the  mayoral 
nomination  of  the  Democratic 
Farmer  Labor  party,  garnering 
811  votes. 

Jack  Baker,  gay  activist  and 
attorney,  placed  sixth  in  a  seven¬ 
way  race  for  the  Minneapolis 
School  Board  with  the 
endorsement  of  the  Gay  Survival 
Fund,  Minnesota’s  fourth  major 
political  party.  Baker  received 
6,209  votes,  or  6%  of  the  total 
cast. 

Patrick  Hero  Sehwartz,  a  bath¬ 
house  attendant,  was  the  Gay  Sur¬ 
vival  Fund  candidate  for  the 
Minneapolis  Park  Board. 
Schwartz  received  1,089  votes 
(16%)  in  a  three-way  race  in  which 
two  candidates  will  vie  for  a  seat 
in  November. 
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parenting 

Dear  GCN, 

After  reading  Alice  Fisher’s  column  (“Parent¬ 
ing”,  GCN,  Vol.7,  No.  6)  I  felt  an  immediate 
need  to  sit  down  and  put  into  writing  all  the  pent 
up  frustrations  I  have  as  a  gay  parent. 

My  daughter  is  seven  years  old  and  my  lover 
and  I  have  been  her  parents  since  she  was  born. 
We  have  very  few  friends.  We  have  found  over 
the  years  that  we  have  nothing  to  offer  other  gays 
which  would  attract  their  friendship.  Most  single 
gays  are  looking  for  lovers.  Most  gay  couples 
don’t  want  kids  around. 

We  have  no  straight  friends  because  we  scare 
them,  after  all,  we  may  seduce  them!  We  could 
join  a  gay  parents  group.  I  doubt  if  there  is  one 
within  an  100  mile  radius  of  Tampa. 

What  I  would  like  to  see  from  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  is: 

1 .  more  child  care  centers  for  gays. 

2.  more  friendship  oriented  groups. 

3.  more  communication  between  gays. 

4.  less  sexually  oriented  happenings. 

5.  more  loving  and  understanding. 

I  want  to  thank  Alice  for  asking. 

Forever  Gay, 

Cheryl  Seronick 
Tampa,  FL 

new  age 

Dear  GCN  people  — 

I’m  involved  in  the  formation  of  a  national 
New  Age  political  organization,  and  recently  had 
an  interesting  round  of  communication  with 
another  person  involved,  an  environmental  acti¬ 
vist,  straight  male.  I’d  like  to  share  it  with  GCN 
readers:  his  letter  and  my  response. 

Dear  Arnold, 

I  received  your  letter  regarding  that  question 
on  living  and  sexual  arrangements,  and  I  share 
your  disquiet  about  it.  I  think  that  if  people  get 
into  whatever  they  want  to  explore,  that  would 
best  serve  the  New  Age,  as  long  as  people  are 
exploring  those  relationships  with  the  goal  of 
breaking  down  the  ego  and  trying  to  love  and 
care  as  deeply  as  possible. 

From  your  letter,  it’s  obvious  that  you’re  both 
into  the  gay  scene  and  the  New  Age  scene.  This 
combination  intrigues  me.  Do  you  find  any  con¬ 
flicts  here  as  far  as  values,  kinds  of  friends, 
activities,  etc.  .  .  .?  Are  gay  New  Agers  apart 
from  the  mainstream  gay  scene?  I  just  can’t  see 
some  New  Ager  getting  into  disco,  sensual  and 
impersonal  quickie  sex  as  some  do.  Or  am  I  being 
stereotypical? 

Is  your  homosexuality  accepted  as  something 
natural  by  your  straight  New  Age  friends?  This 
last  question  is  the  one  that  intrigues  me  the 
most,  because  my  current  opinion  is  that  homo¬ 
sexuality  is  a  neurosis  and  not  natural.  I  base  my 
opinion  on  the  chapter  on  male  homosexuality  in 
a  book  called  Love  and  Orgasm  by  Alexander 
Lowen,  the  founder  of  Bioenergetics,  a  therapy 
which  you  may  know,  works  with  a  person’s 
body  to  remove  muscular  blocks  to  proper  emot¬ 
ional  expression.  Most  homosexuals  have  char¬ 
acteristic  body  patterns  (this  is  obvious)  with 
especially  marked  blocks  around  the  pelvis.  And 
there  have  been  cases  of  people  being  “cured” 
into  becoming  heterosexual. 

I’d  be  very  interested  in  your  reaction  to  all 
this.  .  .  .  These  are  all  questions  I’ve  had  about 
gays  for  a  long  time. 

With  love,  Marco  E. 

Dear  Marco  — 

Thanks  for  sharing  your  quandary  about 
whether  New  Age  committment  and  being  homo¬ 
sexual  by  inclination  are  compatible.  I  have 
equal  difficulty  believing  that  people  who  are 
obsessively  questioning  other  people’s  “normal¬ 
cy”  could  be  New  Age  thinkers  and  activists.  For 
normal  is  simply  average.  That’s  all.  The  New 
Age  is  here  and  now  projected  into  the  future 
and  includes  all  the  kinds  of  people  who  exist  and 
live  out  their  lives  as  they  do.  However  we  may 
be  analyzed  by  The  System,  we  are,  have  always 
been  and  will  continue  to  be  a  portion  of  society. 
We  have  our  heroes  (Alexander  the  Great, 
Michaelangelo,  Gore  Vidal,  Gertrude  Stein,  etc.) 
and  our  villains  (Adolf  Hitler,  John  Gacy,  etc.). 
We  are  the  only  truly  international  culture  that 
has  ever  existed.  Our  relationships  transcend  all 
boundaries  —  national,  political,  religious, 
racial,  age  or  economic.  I  believe,  though  I  can¬ 
not  document  it,  that  a  larger  proportion  of  the 
“gay  community”  is  practicing  New  Age  poli¬ 
tics,  for  we  have  never  had  the  support  of  society 
unless  we  chose  to  hide  our  true  selves  and  wear  a 
straight  jacket.  For  survival,  we  have  formed  our 
own  support  systems,  many  of  us  living  in  com¬ 
munal  or  otherwise  experimental  living  arrange¬ 
ments.  We  are  learning  to  support  each  other 
whether  or  not  we  understand  or  like  each  other, 
for  the  more  people  we  get  to  know,  the  more  we 
understand  about  the  glorious  uniqueness  of 
each  individual  that  can  never  be  stereotyped.  Oil 
slicks  and  disco  are  here,  but  so  are  Marco  and 
Arnold,  and  I’ll  support  you,  and  you’ll  support 
me. 

Love,  Arnold. 

Thanks,  love  — 

Arnold  W.  Klassen 
Gay  Health  Collective  of  Boston 
Boston,  MA 


barney 

Dear  GCN, 

In  response  to  Barney  Frank’s  endorsement  of 
Mel  King  and  Ray  Flynn  all  I  can  say  is  “Politics 
as  Usual.”  Barney  is  really  showing  his  true 
colors.  Barney  in  my  opinion  is  the  epitome  of 
the  suburban  political  ethic  which  beats  the  drum 
for  the  poor,  the  blacks  and  other  minorities  so 
long  as  they  are  kept  in  the  city  (and  out  of 
Barney’s  district). 

In  the  very  recent  past  Barney  has  tried  to  close 
down  the  only  two  gay  bars  in  the  Back  Bay, 
namely  Buddies  and  Darts.  According  to  the 
Back  Bay  Neighborhood  Association  they  were 
offended  by  the  objectionable  conduct  of  some 
of  the  patrons.  I  wonder  if  this  objectionable 
conduct  was  the  fact  that  they  were  gay. 

I  would  like  to  know  why  Barney  supports  Mel 
King  and  subsidized  housing  in  the  South  End 
when  in  reality  there  is  virtually  little  subsidized 
housing  in  the  Back  Bay,  and  the  ones  that  are 
there  are  for  the  elderly. 

When  a  demonstration  was  planned  in  protest 
of  Anita  Bryant  and  a  march  was  scheduled  from 
Copley  Square  to  the  shell  on  the  Esplanade 
Barney  bellowed  that  anyone  marching  through 
Back  Bay  would  be  arrested. 

I  think  it’s  time  we  got  our  act  together  and 
respond  to  those  politicians  who  give  us  token 
support  and  search  our  own  community  to  find 
alternative  representation.  The  only  way  gays  are 
to  secure  their  rights  is  to  become  politically 
sophisticated  and  reject  this  type  of  bigotry  no 
matter  where  it  comes  from. 

Sincerely, 

a  politically  sophisticated  gay 

Bernie  Solomon 
Boston,  MA 


on  the  beach 

Hello  again, 

I  had  expected  a  more  relaxing  day  at  the 
beach,  after  all,  it  has  been  weeks  and  my  tan  is 
becoming  horrendously  mottled.  On  my  way  I 
picked  up  the  latest  issue  and  while  reading 
through  the  letters  section,  yikes! ,  what  is  this?! 
A  rebuff  to  my  letter  .  .  .  forget  the  tan,  honey! 
Now,  GCN,  I’ll  try  to  be  as  brief  as  possible; 
space  in  your  newspaper  is  all  too  valuable,  but  I 
feel  the  need  to  clear  the  confusion. 

A  letter  sent  by  one  “Dee  Michel”  comments 
on  my  anguish  over  not  knowing  if  a  “satirical” 
article  is  supposed  to  be  funny  or  not.  I  do 
believe  that  satire  is  funny;  I  was  confused  as  to 
whether  the  article  (“How  to  Cruise,”  etc.)  was 
meant  to  be  satire  or  not.  Since  popular  opinion 
has  deemed  Gregg  Howe’s  article  to  indeed  be 
satire,  I  do  find  it  to  be  very  humorous.  Really. 
And  to  top  it  off,  my  own  letter  was  meant  to  be 
at  least  semi-satirical.  I  was  not  offended  by  the 
article,  but  I  feel  that  Dee’s  comments  are  bor¬ 
dering  on  the  offensive  as  he  states  that  some 
readers  of  GCN  may  have  right  hemisphere  brain 
damage  judged  from  the  way  they  may  react  to 
an  elephant  joke  or  a  “Miss  Peach”  comic  strip. 
Listen,  Dee,  I’m  just  a  bit  apprehensive  when  I 
am  told  how  and  when  to  move,  act,  speak,  (or 
in  your  case,  laugh).  We  all  should  have  the  right 
to  laugh  or  cry  or  shout  or  love  or  dance  when¬ 
ever  we  feel  the  urge,  and  that  is  all  I  ask  for.  So, 
let’s  be  friends.  Dee. 

And  by  the  way,  I  notice  GCN  has  indeed 
placed  certain  articles  under  a  “Humor”  banner. 
Oh  well,  another  mystery  bites  the  dust. 

Forever  and  ever, 

Michael  Dee  (as  in  “Sandra”) 
Provincetown,  MA 

P.S.  Yes,  I  do  exist!  One  of  my  paying  jobs  is 
clearing  tables  at  the  ever-chic  Cafe  Blase;  I  am  a 
member  (on  sabbatical)  of  the  infamous  rock 
and  roll  suicide  cult  “Bambi  Und  Die  Fembotz” 
of  San  Francisco;  and  I’m  looking  for  work  in 
Boston  for  the  fall  so  that  I  can  be  closer  to  my 
man.  Please  send  all  leads  to  Box  1193,  Province- 
town,  MA  02657.  Thank  you  and  good  night. 

we  get  letters 

Dear  People, 

Not  long  ago,  you  at  GCN  disgruntled  me  by 
printing  a  letter  I  wrote  (the  subject  was  the  pro¬ 
posed  Constitutional  Convention)  under  the 
heading  “Misguided”  —  without  comment  or 
explanation.  A  phone  call  settled  the  matter  and 
unburdened  me  of  my  ire,  but  since  then  I  have 
been  a  little  more  sensitive  to  the  problems  faced 
by  both  letter  writers  and  letters  editors. 

Therefore,  I  submit  the  following  excerpt  from 
Boston  Magazine’s  current  (9/79)  issue,  taken 
from  Phil  Blampied’s  interview  with  former 
Globe  Ombudsman  Charles  Whipple.  Blampied 
(known  to  most  of  us  as  a  newsman  on  WEEI- 
AM  radio)  speaks. 

“(David)  Mehegan,  (Letters  Editor)  at  the 
Globe,  has  his  guard  up.  One  coy  letter  that  got 
into  print  contained  a  veiled,  preposterous  accus¬ 
ation  that  pianist  Vladimir  Horowitx  was  a 
homosexual.  When  another  staffer  noticed  it,  the 
press  run  was  stopped  in  the  middle  and  the  letter 
was  taken  off  the  page  ... 


lift  up  your  voice 

Dear  People, 

For  Boston’s  black  gay  community  September 
25  is  an  important  date.  This  unique  situation 
freely  allows  us  to  see  how  strong  we  can  become 
as  a  people  relating  to  the  important  issue  of 
being  black  and  gay  within  the  social  straight 
pockets  of  our  city.  And  how  we  can  relate  our¬ 
selves  as  a  people  to  a  people  of  the  same  race 
and  the  same  sex  without  any  form  of  oppression 
created  within  the  gay  community. 

The  hands  that  can  oppress  us  can  with  elo¬ 
quence  be  the  same  hand  that  wipes  away  our 
tears.  That  whoever  that  certain  someone  stand¬ 
ing  on  that  certain  corner  with  daggers  in  their 
heart  and  eyes  towards  some  gay  black  man  or 
black  lesbians  need  not  be  attached  to  some  one 
of  the  opposite  race.  There  have  been  too  many 
black  gay  men  and  black  lesbians  that  have 
known  sexual  repression  and  bitter  rejection  by 
their  sisters  and  brothers.  Oppression  takes  on  a 
double  image  and  layer  of  pain/hypocrisy. 
That’s  right  —  DOUBLE  OPPRESSION! 

This  does  not  have  to  happen.  Rep.  Mel  King 
is  saying  to  all  minorities  that  we  must  stay 
visible  to  a  society  that  is  terribly  bent  on  keeping 
all  minorities  invisible. 

To  give  us  a  voice,  is  to  give  us  visibility.  To 
acknowledge  us  is  to  make  aware  to  all  the 
people  of  Boston,  Roxbury,  and  Dorchester,  that 
we  live  among  you,  eat  with  you,  live  near  you, 
and  most  of  all  we  are  part  of  you.  For  the  hands 
of  oppression  only  can  be  lifted  when  there  is  a 
voice,  that  rings  “I  do  exist  —  look  at  me.”  And 
it  is  heard  and  understood  by  ears  that  wish  ter¬ 
ribly  not  to  hear  it.  We  must  make  them  take 
down  their  hands  and  face  us  so  we  can  face 
them  and  let  it  be  known  that  our  liberation  is 
their  liberation.  To  teach  others  that  we  do  exist 
in  all  forms  shapes  and  colors.  That  black  gay 
men  and  black  lesbians  are  under  the  same  hands 
that  keep  the  white  gay  community  from  express¬ 
ing  our  needs  for  our  communities  and  city. 

I  hope  people  will  (in  this  case,  US  BLACK 
GAY  FOLKS)  give  support  to  REP.  MEL 
KING  in  the  upcoming  primary  which  will  select 
the  two  finalists  for  Mayor  of  Boston.  And  keep 
in  mind  that  this  man  has  acknowledged  the 
voice  and  is  singing  along  with  us. 

Michael  Johnson  (Mijo) 
part  of  the  Gay  Caucus 
to  elect  Mel  King 
Boston,  MA 

money  is  power 

Dear  GCN  Editor, 

Someone  once  said  “Money  is  Power.”  I  often 
wonder  if  members  of  the  gay  community  re¬ 
member  this  as  they  flip  through  the  pages  of 
GCN  and  look  over  the  ads  printed.  You  see,  I 
for  one  always  try  to  patronize  gay  owned  and 
operated  businesses.  I  realize  that  not  all  your 
advertisers  fit  into  this  class,  but  those  that  do 
are  the  businesses  I  support.  If  a  gay  can  offer 
me  the  services  and  goods  I  need,  at  a  fair  price 
and  with  the  expected  good  service,  why  should  I 
go  anywhere  else?  I  only  wish  more  of  my  gay 
brothers  and  sisters  could  see  fit  to  think  and  act 
the  same  way. 

What  difference  does  it  make?  Plenty!  Suc¬ 
cessful  businesspeople  are  listened  to  at  City 
Hall.  Politicians  seek  out  their  opinion  and 
financial  support,  especially  the  latter.  It  can  and 
does  make  a  difference  in  how  various  public  and 
civil  servants  respond  to  this  business  owner.  But 
his  financial  independence  is  dependent  on  you! 

Start  supporting  these  gay  establishments. 
Look  over  the  advertisers  in  this  copy  of  GCN. 
Get  yourself  a  copy  of  Gayellow  Pages,  which 
lists  hundreds  of  gay  and  lesbian  businesses.  Find 
yourself  a  new  place  to  get  your  hair  clipped,  TV 
fixed,  eat  out,  car  repaired,  clothes  cleaned,  etc. 
Don’t  be  afraid  to  Think  Gay!  I  thank  you  for 
printing  this  and  hope  it  will  make  some  of  us  do 
some  serious  thinking,  and  finally  get  our  act 
together. 

With  lots  of  gay  pride. 

Jay  Maloney 
Providence,  RI 


“Elaborate  frauds  (to  get  your  letter  printed) 
aren’t  strictly  necessary,  if  you  know  what  the 
editors  are  looking  for.  Unfortunately,  their 
standards  limit  the  range  of  comment  consider¬ 
ably.” 

This  might  make  a  Quote  of  the  Week.  Who 
knows  (or  cares)  whether  Vladimir  is  gay;  the 
fact  that  the  Globe  would  stop  a  press  run  half- 
completed  (how  many  thousands  of  copies  would 
that  waste,  at  what  expense?)  just  to  delete  a 
“veiled,  preposterous  accusation”  speaks  for 
itself.  Can  you  imagine  their  shouting,  “Stop  the 
presses”  if  a  letter  accusing  Horowitz  of  being  a 
capitalist  of  a  closet  rock  ’n’  roll  addict  found  its 
way  onto  the  page?  When  it’s  written  by  a  read¬ 
er,  they  aren’t  open  for  lawsuit!  And  surely,  alle¬ 
gations  regarding  a  classical  musician’s  sexuality 
won’t  shock  or  alienate  much  of  its  audience 
(now,  if  it  were  a  politician  .  .  .)! 

Yours  faithfully, 

George  Androvette 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
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—Speaking  Out— i 

Can  America  Survive? 

By  Fred  Goldhaber 

Vice  Chairperson,  Media  Committee  of  the  Gay  Activists  Alliance 


For  the  last  month  and  a  half,  a  coalition  of  representatives  from  some  of  New  York’s 
gay  religious,  atheist,  and  activist  groups  have  been  working  together  to  end  the  attacks 
against  gay  people  made  by  born-again  evangelist  James  Robison  in  a  series  of  specials  and 
weekly  Sunday  sermons  being  aired  over  WOR-TV/NY.  We  have  succeeded.  Our  success 
makes  us  eager  to  warn  gay  people  in  other  cities  about  these  three  Robinson  specials,  and 
to  urge  them  to  organize  and  fight.  We  offer  the  following  information  about  these 
programs  to  prepare  gay  men  and  lesbians  as  to  the  nature  of  Robison’s  attacks  and  so  that 
gay  and  lesbian  spokespeople  may  meet  with  local  TV  management  to  protest  these 
programs  with  a  full  knowledge  of  their  content. 

The  first  program,  aired  Thursday,  July  19,  addressing  itself  to  “Can  America 
Survive?”  launched  the.series  with  a  frontal  attack  on  homosexuals.  “If  you  call  yourself  a 
Christian  and  a  homosexual,  don’t  come  to  me,”  said  Robison.  “If  you  call  yourself  a 
Christian  and  an  alcoholic,  don’t  come  to  me  ...  If  you  call  yourself  a  Christian  and  you 
hate  your  neighbor  because  he’s  black,  don’t  come  to  me  .  .  Clearly,  it  is  not  okay  to 
discriminate  against  a  person  because  he  or  she  is  black,  but  it’s  perfectly  fine  to  do  so  if  he 
or  she  is  gay.  Also  Robison  grouped  gay  people  with  alcoholics,  drug  addicts,  and  the  usual 
side  of  society  stereotyped  by  such  bigots  as  Robison  as  “undesirables.”  Robison  included 
gay  people  in  a  second  group  when  he  cited  Paul’s  letter  to  the  Corinthians:  “Neither 
fornicators,  nor  idolators,  nor  adulterers,  nor  effeminate,  nor  abusers  of  themselves  with 
mankind  [here  Robison  emphasized  “that  means  homosexual”]  shall  inherit  the  kingdom 
of  God.”  He  concluded  this  first  night’s  attack  with  scenes  from  Cecil  B.  DeMille’s  silent 
film  classic,  “Sodom  and  Gomorrah,”  and  threatened  that  what  happened  there  would 
happen  to  America  unless  .  .  .  Unless  what?  Clearly,  he  implied  that  San  Francisco  and 
New  York,  America’s  “Sodom  and  Gomorrah,”  would  be  wiped  off  the  face  of  the  earth 
unless  “good  Christians”  in  those  cities  got  rid  of  homosexuals  living  among  them.  “Kill  a 
fag  for  Jesus.” 

In  his  second  special,  dealing  with  “Child  Abuse:  Will  the  Wounds  Ever  Heal?” 
shown  Friday,  July  20,  Robison  linked  child  abuse  with  homosexuality.  Once  again  citing 
Paul,  he  said  when  we  turn  away  from  God,  we  are  given  over  to  “vile  affections,”  “vile 
abuses.”  And  “child  abuse  is  the  result  of  America  turning  its  back  to  God  —  and  we  are 
given  over  to  depraved  lifestyles”  (i.e.,  homosexuality).  “We  are  guilty  of  child  abuse  far 
more  terrible  than  physical  abuse,”  he  said.  “We  are  guilty  of  spiritual  abuse  ...  We  are 
becoming  a  society  of  problems.”  He  gives  as  an  instance  of  the  problems  —  his  only 
specific  reference  —  “those  boys  buried  in  Houston  in  that  sex  perversion,  sex-slaying 
ring”  and  he  blames  the  boys’  parents  for  not  giving  them  “the  dedicated  lifestyle  that’s 
needed  .  .  .  the  discipline  they  need.  “A  Christian  home  is  one  in  which  everyone  fits  into 
the  role  God  assigned  him,”  Robison  continued.  “Find  God’s  role'for  you  in  the  world 
and  see  you  fit  in.”  On  the  other  hand,  “Satan  is  a  perverter,  a  distorter.”  He  wants  to 
make  it  hard  for  you  to  “find  your  role  and  fit  in.”  In  particular,  Robison  said  Satan  wants 


“men  to  fall  in  love  with  men  and  women  to  fall  in  love  with  women.”  But  as  Robison 
warned,  “the  immediate  result  of  men  falling  in  love  with  men  and  women  falling  in  love 
with  women  will  be  the  total  annihilation  of  the  entire  race.”  Again  what  is  the  “good 
Christian”  supposed  to  do  to  save  the  race  from  total  annihilation?  Kill  fags,  or  course! 
Not  that  Robison  has  anything  to  fear  —  “I  love  ladies,”  he  assured  his  audience,  ogling 
and  leering  and  grinning  down  into  the  faces  of  the  women  before  him.  “I’m  glad  God 
created  ladies  for  men,  because  if  man  were  creating  his  own  partner,  he’d  create  a  buddy. 
But  God  created  ladies  for  man.”  Robison  concluded  this  second  night’s  program  by 
warning:  “If  America  is  to  survive  .  .  .  everyone  must  find  his  or  her  place  in  God’s  world. 
“Anybody  out  of  position  is  “a  freak  ...  a  spiritual  freak.”  There  are  too  many  women 
trying  to  be  men  and  too  many  “chicken-hearted  men”  .  .  .  “sissies”  trying  to  be  women. 
“Political  issues  won’t  ever  make  a  man  out  of  you  .  .  .  won’t  ever  make  a  man  out  of  a 
woman  or  a  woman  out  of  a  man.”  “Jesus,”  he  said,  “will  teach  you  how  to  be  a 
man.  .  .  .” 

The  final  special,  inviting  viewers  to  “Meet  the  Smiths:  Churchgoers,  Good  People, 
But  .  .  .”  was  telecast  on  Tuesday,  July  24.  Basically,  all  Robison  did  in  this  show  was 
make  a  five-minute  fag-joke.  He  began  with  the  following  observation:  “It’s  amazing  how 
we  can  take  wonderful  biblical  terms  and  ruin  their  meanings  with  hypocrisy,  pretense 
.  .  .”  Then  he  gave  examples:  the  word  square  once  meant  “hard-working”  and  now  it 
means  “odd;”  the  word  straight  once  meant  “honest”  and  now  it  means  “weird.”  “Do 
you  remember  when  the  word  gay  once  had  a  pleasant  meaning  to  it?”  he  asked.  “Now 
I’m  so  turned  off  by  the  term  gay  that  I  won’t  even  buy  Ben  Gay.”  Plain  old  menthalatum 
for  old  James!  To  him,  “ gay  represents  a  perverted  lifestyle.”  So  maybe  we  gays  should 
teach  him  the  word  faggot  and  its  incendiary  roots! 

The  very  last  point  Robison  made  on  this  final  show  was  that  he  was  trying  to  reach 
other  Christians  with  “the  word,  God’s  word.”  But  what  is  God’s  word,  as  it  comes  from 
Robison?  Literally,  it’s  a  call  to  arms.  Purge  the  cities!  Wipe  out  the  fags!  Save  our 
children  and  help  America  to  survive! 

Gays!  Fight  back!  Don’t  let  these  programs  be  aired!  Organize  and  meet  with  your 
local  TV  management  —  before  it  is  too  late. 


“Speaking  Out”  is  the  column  designed  for  the  benefit  of  GCN  readers.  It  is  part  of  our 
continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage 
you  to  send  your  thoughts,  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to 
respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking  Out” 
do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper,  the  staff  or  the  advertisers.  Write 
c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 


Jerry  Brown  on  the  Gay-Vine 

By  Allen  Young 


I  heard  through  the  grapevine  (the  gay  ine)  a  few  weeks  ago  that  Jerry  Brown  was 
“very  interested”  in  receiving  an  invitation  to'  speak  at  the  Oct.  14  March  on  Washington. 
The  person  who  passed  the  rumor  on  to  me  is  someone  well-known  in  the  gay  community 
as  a  “radical”;  he  and  I  both  agreed  that  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if  Brown  were  to  speak, 
and  we  lamented  the  fact  that  he  might  be  rejected  as  a  “Democratic  Party  politician”  or 
“an  opportunist”  or  both. 

Of  course,  Brown  is  a  Democratic  Party  politician,  and  certainly  there  are  elements  of 
opportunism  in  his  desire  to  speak  to  an  assemblage  of  people  representing  around  10%  of 
the  electorate.  But  we  gay  people  are  a  stigmatized  group,  a  pariah  element  in  America, 
and  if  a  leading  presidential  candidate,  the  governor  of  the  nation’s  most  populous  state, 
wishes  to  identify  with  our  cause  —  well,  that  is  an  opportunity  for  uS  as  well. 

So  I  decided  to  check  out  the  rumor.  I  called  a  friend  who  is  intimately  involved  in  the 
March  on  Washington.  I  did  not  get  any  direct  information,  but  he  intimated  that 
“feelers”  had  been  put  out  not  only  by  Brown  but  by  people  involved  in  the  Carter  and 
Kennedy  campaigns,  and  that  in  fact  none  of  them  would  be  speaking. 

I  am  writing  this  “Speaking  Out”  essay  to  say  that  in  my  opinion  Jerry  Brown  —  and 
not  Carter  or  Kennedy  —  should  be  encouraged  to  be  a  speaker  on  Oct.  14.  Jerry  Brown  is 
the  only  one  of  them  that  has  been  a  victim  of  homophobia,  and  for  that  reason  alone  his 
willingness  to  speak  has  special  meaning.  Haven’t  we  all  seen  the  news  items  and  columns 
with  the  questioning  tone  about  Brown’s  sexual  preference  and  marital  status?  Despite  his 
friendship  with  Linda  Ronstadt,  Brown  may  or  may  not  be  heterosexual.  Some  of  the  items 
in  his  background,  certainly,  remind  me  of  many  gay  men  I  have  met.  Brown  may  not  be 


perfect  on  gay  politics  back  in  California,  but  he  has  taken  a  pro-gay  position,  despite  the 
fact  that  his  own  political  career  is  made  difficult  by  his  being  unmarried. 

This  is  not  the  place  to  go  into  a  detailed  discussion  of  Brown’s  presidential  candidacy. 
Yes,  he’s  good  on  the  nuclear  issue,  but  his  preoccupation  with  budget-balancing  and 
“austerity”  show  a  kind  of  callousness  that  worries  me.  Brown  has  proven  to  be  very 
ambitious,  but  so  has  the  gay  rights  movement  —  here  is  a  chance  for  him  to  use  us  and  for 
us  to  use  him. 

Some  say  that  Brown  only  wants  to  win  over  some  volunteers  for  his  campaign. 
Personally,  I  would  not  spend  my  time  doing  that.  Others  might;  I  could  think  of  worse 
things  to  do.  People  who  volunteer  for  political  campaigns  certainly  have  the  right  to  do 
so.  The  gay  people  who  might  volunteer  for  any  campaign  are  adults  who  can  make  up 
their  own  minds;  the  March  committee  shouldn’t  worry  so  much  about  how  others  might 
be  manipulated. 

It  is  no  secret  that  some  people  involved  in  the  March  organization  are  doctrinaire 
socialists  who  believe  that  politicians  in  the  Democratic  and  Republican  parties,  both  pro¬ 
capitalist  organizations,  are  our  enemies.  A  motion  to  exclude  all  such  politicians  from  the 
speakers’  platform,  however,  was  defeated  in  Houston,  as  it  should  have  been.  After  all,  a 
very  high  percentage  of  the  gay  community  defines  itself  as  “liberal”  and  pro-Democrat.  I 
hope  there  will  be  a  speaker  or  two  with  leftist  views,  but  I’d  feel  uncomfortable  if  leftists 
in  the  March  organization  used  their  power  unfairly  by  eliminating  someone  like  Jerry 
Brown.  Who  knows,  maybe  he’ll  come  out  on  Oct.  14. 


^^^■^HHHCommunity  Voices 

deliver  us  from  evil 


Dear  Sisters  and  Brothers: 

Organized  religion,  i.e.,  glorification  of  the 
male  and  degradation  of  the  female,  has  plagued 
humanity  for  thousands  of  years.  And  in  Octob¬ 
er  we  will  receive  the  Pope  with  an  appalling  pub¬ 
lic  fanfare  and  an  outrageous  outlay  of  public 
money.  One  million  will  be  spent  “protecting” 
the  Pope  and  this  will  no  doubt  be  justified  as  he 
is  cleverly  called  a  “head  of  state.”  Another 
$100,000  will  be  spent  erecting  an  altar  on  which 
the  Pope  will  perch  for  mass.  How  much  more 
blatant  a  violation  of  separation  of  church  and 
state  can  there  be?  Who  is  paying  for  this?  Cer¬ 
tainly  not  the  Catholic  Church,  for  it  is  one  of 
the  church’s  most  notable  accomplishments  that 
they  never  pay  for  their  own  activities  but  rather 
get  others  to  pay.  That  is  a  CARDINAL  rule  of 
the  church  and  the  reason  they  are  so  rich.  (The 
Church  pays  no  taxes  either). 

The  violation  of  the  doctrine  of  separation  of 
Church  and  State  is  dangerous.  More  dangerous 
is  the  blind  enthusiasm  and  frenzied  political 
propaganda  being  generated  by  church  and  city 
to  honor  a  man  who  symbolizes  2000  years  of 
rabid  and  brutal  oppression  by  one  of  society’s 
most  reactionary  institutions.  To  be  sure,  all 
churches  share  in  the  Judeo-Christian-Moslem- 
Hindu-Buddhist-etc.  history  of  extreme  misog¬ 
ynist  and  racist  practices.  We  can  mention  the 


recent  protest  by  conservative  rabbis  of  the  first 
gay  conference  in  Israel,  the  well  organized 
opposition  to  gay  rights  and  abortion  and  ERA 
by  the  “Fundamentalist”  churches,  the  “revolu¬ 
tion”  in  Iran  which  has  executed  many  women 
for  being  “prostitutes,”  etc.  These  are  but  a  few 
recent  events  justified  by  religious  doctrine. 

The  Catholic  Church  gleams  as  luridly  oppres¬ 
sive  as  all  other  organized  religions  based  on  the 
glorification  of  the  male.  But  the  Catholic 
Church  for  2000  years  has  survived  and  made  bil¬ 
lions  of  dolalrs  by  aggressive,  brutal  and  extrem¬ 
ist  policies  called  “missionary  work.”  Mission¬ 
ary  work  is  war  in  political  terms,  and  the  Cath¬ 
olic  Church  has  waged  one  of  the  bloodiest  and 
most  unrelenting  wars  in  history.  This  war  is  still 
going  on  and  has  resulted  in  the  Church  having 
.imperialized  the  entire  world.  Remember:  “sav¬ 
ages”  in  non-European  countries  who  were 
“converted”  by  the  Crusade?  and  other  mission¬ 
ary  offensives;  (offensives  are  a  large  part  of 
Catholic  work  today);  the  Inquisition  where 
people  were  put  on  racks  and  their  bodies  liter¬ 
ally  torn  apart  because  they  had  unacceptable 
ideas;  the  nine  million  women  burned  alive  dur¬ 
ing  the  so-called  Renaissance  for  having  heretical 
views  which  meant  attempting  to  control  their 
own  lives;  the  12  million  Jews,  Gypsies,  lesbians 


and  gays,  and  “mentally  ill”  people  murdered  by 
official  German  state  policy  during  World  War 
Two  with  the  Church’s  blessing  by  silence.  The 
history  of  the  Church  is  gruesome  and  a  flagrant¬ 
ly  hypocritical  practice  of  Christian  ethics  which 
exhort  against  killing  and  encourage  communal 
sharing  of  resources. 

The  Catholic  Church  is  horrendously  rich,  an 
exploiter  of  humanity,  an  oppressor  of  the  poor, 
a  propagandizer  of  misogyny,  anti-semitism,  and 
white  supremacy.  Religion  is  indeed  the  “opiate 
of  the  masses,”  and  the  Catholic  Church  is  a 
most  experienced  and  successful  pusher. 

Should  we  honor  a  man  who  symbolizes  and 
perpetuates  such  a  vile  tradition  and  who  also 
preaches  that  women  should  be  sentenced  to 
birthing  unwanted  children?  Does  the  Church 
pay  for  the  millions  of  unwanted  and  sick  child¬ 
ren  around  the  world  starving  on  the  streets  and 
in  “homes”  for  food  and  love?  If  men  could  get 
pregnant  would  abortion  be  a  sacrament? 

I  hope  people  will  protest  the  Pope’s  presence 
by  making  it  publicly  clear  that  many  of  us 
oppose  the  Church  and  its  practices.  We  must  try 
to  educate  ourselves  that  blind  faith  in  anything 
poisons  creative  thinking  which  we  desperately 
need  in  order  to  avoid  total  destruction  of  our¬ 
selves  and  our  planet. 


Fascism  by  any  name  is  not  healthy  to  living 
things. 

In  struggle, 

Jeannette  Muzima 
Cambridge,  MA 

pullman  and 
moscow 

Dear  Friends: 

The  North  West  Gay  Peoples  Alliance  at  the 
University  of  Idaho  and  the  Gay  People’s  Alli¬ 
ance  at  Washington  State  Unviersity  are  plan¬ 
ning  a  Northwest  Gay  Conference  in  March, 
1980.  We  want  to  know  how  well  the  idea  will  be 
received  by  other  gay  groups  and  what  type  of 
assistance  is  available  to  us.  Ideas  and  comments 
are  welcomed. 

We  hope  to  see  you  in  the  university  commun¬ 
ities  of  Pullman,  Washington  and  Moscow, 
Idaho,  next  Spring. 

James  A.E.  Sanborn 
Lois  E.  Regen 
Joe  L.  Caruthers 
Elizabeth  A.  Vogt 
North  West  Gay  People’s  Alliance 
PO  Box  8758 
Moscow,  ID  83843 
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Bar  Firebombed 


Candidates  Rated 


Continued  from  Page  1 
the  Excise  Commissioner  is  man¬ 
dated.  The  Improvement 
Association  was  not  able  to  get 
the  required  number  of  signa¬ 
tures,  despite  strong  pressure 
from  Richard  C.  Fellhauer,  Vice 
President  of  Equity  Savings  and 
Loan,  who  allegedly  threatened 
tenants  and  local  businesses  with 
the  loss  of  leases  and  contracts 
unless  they  signed  the  petition. 

At  an  Aug.  22  hearing  before 
the  Excise  Commissioner,  Mary 
Anne  Sedey,  attorney  for  the  bar’s 
owners,  presented  five  letters 
from  tenants  who  had  signed  the 
petition  but  who  wanted  their 
names  removed  therefrom. 
Charges  that  some  people  may 
have  been  coerced  into  signing  the 
petition  were  investigated  by  an 
excise  officer,  who  stated  in  sworn 
testimony  that  at  least  one  alle¬ 
gation  of  coercion  was  true. 
Nonetheless,  Excise 

Commissioner  Arthur  C.  McLeod 
refused  to  allow  testimony  on 
harassment  charges  and  ruled 
against  Mor  or  Les. 

The  bar’s  license  was  to  have 
expired  on  Sept.  4,  but  a  tempor¬ 
ary  restraining  order  prohibiting 
McLeod  from  removing  the  lic¬ 


ense  was  obtained  from  Circuit 
Court  Judge  Ivan  Lee  Holt,  Jr., 
who  set  a  hearing  date  for  Oct.  1 1 
in  Circuit  Court.  The  controversy 
made  the  front  page  of  the  Sunday 
Post-Dispatch  just  two  days 
before  the  firebombing. 

Fellhauer  remarked  that  the 
“bar  has  caused  neighborhood 
unrest.  .  .  .  They  seem  to  relish  all 
the  debate.”  He  went  on  to  state 
that  “a  lot  of  people  immediately 
think  sexual  deviation  is  going  on 
in  there.” 

“I  don’t  know  anything  about 
the  place,”  said  Barbra  Fix, 
owner  of  the  Readmore  Books 
store  around  the  corner  from  Mor 
or  Les,  “but  I  hear  all  kinds  of 
bad  things  from  my  customers  — 
women  are  hugging  and  kissing 
each  other  in  the  nearby  parking 
lot  and  that  women  are  urinating 
outside  the  tavern.  .  .  .  The 
elderly  ladies  tell  me  they’re  afraid 
they’re  going  to  be  dragged  inside 
the  bar  when  they  walk  by.” 
Charged  with  Arson 

An  arrest  was  made  in  the  fire¬ 
bombing  on  Sept.  13:  Mac 
McCann,  manager  of  the  bar  who 
had  lived  above  it  until  two  days 
before  it  was  torched,  was 
arrested  and  charged  with  arson. 


Episcopalians 

Continued  from  Page  1 
the  ordination  of  women  on  the 
basis  of  conscience  despite  a 
church  decision  in  1976  to  allow 
their  ordination. 

“A  categorical  statement  like 
the  House  of  Bishops  adopted 
interfered  with  the  candor  of  the 
postulant’s  or  candidate’s 
interviews  and  with  the  confident¬ 
iality  of  those  to  whom  we  talk,” 
Moore  said.  “The  resolution  also 
makes  you  suspicious  of  any 
single  person,  raising  the  specter 
of  their  homosexuality  or  their 
extramarital  sex  life.” 

Donn  Mitchell,  commenting 
on  the  issue  following  the  vote  by 
the  House  of  Bishops,  said,  “We 


Say  No 

are  happy  to  see  that  the 
resolution  attempts  to  apply  the 
same  standard  to  homosexual  and 
heterosexual  persons  in  pro¬ 
hibiting  sex  outside  of  mar¬ 
riage.  However,  the  problem  for 
us  is  that  the  church  does  not 
allow  homosexual  marriage; 
therefore  heterosexual  persons 
will  have  an  opportunity  to 
express  their  sexuality  that  homo¬ 
sexuals  don’t.” 

Having  been  adopted  by  the 
two  legislative  bodies  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  during  the  66th 
triennial  conventional,  the  resolu¬ 
tion  becomes  a  statement  of 
official  policy,  but  it  does  not 
carry  the  force  of  a  church  canon. 


Her  arrest  came  less  than  one 
day  after  the  Concerned  Citizens 
Against  Violence  held  a  press  con¬ 
ference  at  which  they  said,  “Vio¬ 
lence  against  women  has  long 
been  met  with  justifications  that 
actually  state  the  victim  is  the 
problem.  If  a  woman  is  raped,  she 
is  accused  of  being  in  the  wrong 
place  or  wearing  provocative 
clothing.  This  women’s  space 
[Mor  or  Les],  like  the  St.  Louis 
Women’s  Coffeehouse 

firebombed  in  1974,  was  accused 
of  being  in  the  wrong  part  of  the 
city.  Women  have  always  been 
accused  of  being  in  the  wrong 
place  at  the  wrong  time.” 

Rabbi  Bruce  Diamond  of  the 
St.  Louis  Rabbinical  Associa¬ 
tion’s  Social  Action  Task  Force, 
compared  the  firebombing  of  Mor 
or  Les  to  the  “Night  of  the  Brok¬ 
en  Glass”  in  Germany  which 
marked  the  beginning  of  the  exter¬ 
mination  of  German  Jewry.  Gay 
leaders  in  St.  Louis  point  to  the 
campaign  of  harassment  and  vio¬ 
lence  against  Mor  or  Les,  the  clos¬ 
ing  of  Herbie’s  (a  gay  bar  in  the 
Central  West  End),  and  the 
increased  harassment  of  gay  men 
in  cruising  areas  as  indicators  of  a 
rise  in  homophobia  in  St.  Louis. 

Police  said  they  arrested 
McCann  on  the  suspicion  that  she 
bombed  her  own  bar  in  order  to 
collect  the  $22,500  worth  of  insur¬ 
ance  she  and  her  partner,  Bonita 
Stephens,  held  on  the  establish¬ 
ment. 

In  July,  McCann  circulated  a 
letter  calling  for  support  in  the 
“battle  in  the  much  needed  war 
against  injustice  towards 
women.”  She  wrote,  “For  the 
past  eleven  years,  in  one  way  or 
another,  I  have  been  fighting  these 
forces  of  bigotry,  hypocrisy,  and 
ignorance.  I  have  fought  many 
'battles.  ...  It  seems  odd  to  me, 
and  certainly  should  to  you,  that 
only  bars  primarily  inhabited  by 
women  seem  to  run  up  against  this 
onslaught  of  pressure  and  preju¬ 
dice.  Are  we  going  to  allow  this  to 
continue?” 


Continued  from  Page  1 
all  the  Council  candidates  rated 
“supportive”  have  also  been 
endorsed  by  the  Ward  Five  (Back 
Bay  and  Beacon  Hill)  Democratic 
Committee. 

The  following  City  Council  can¬ 
didates  were  rated  “neutral”: 
Edward  Brooks,  Eugene  Cavicchi, 
Peter  Hadley,  and  Jeanette  Tracy. 

No  response  was  received  form 
1 1  candidates,  including 
incumbent  Councillors  Raymond 
Flynn,  Frederick  Langone,  Joseph 
Tierney,  and  Patrick 
McDonough,  and  challengers 
James  Brett,  Stephen  Cidlevich, 
Phyllis  Igoe,  Richard  Lane, 
Terrence  McDermott,  David 
McKay,  and  Charles  Yancey. 

Three  incumbent  City 
Councillors,  Albert  L.  “Dapper” 
O’Neil,  Louise  Day  Hicks,  and 
Rosemarie  Sansone,  were  rated 
“unacceptable”  by  the  gay 
political  group.  Although  the 
rating  was  considered  routine  for 
Hicks  and  O’Neil,  the  rating  of 
Sansone  as  “unacceptable”  came 
after  considerable  trepidation  (see 
separate  story,  p.  3). 


Continued  from. Page  t 
harassment  exercised  by  police  for 
years  as  a  method  of  building  for 
their  departments  good  arrest  sta¬ 
tistics,  to  the  detriment  of  real 
crime  fighting  in  cases  of  robbery, 
rape,  assault,  and  other  cases 
important  to  public  safety  and 
welfare. 

According  to  Coleman,  “The 
decision  of  the  California 
Supreme  Court  has  given  stern 
notice  to  prosecutors  and .  police 
that  they  must  put  an  end  to  sys¬ 
tematic  arrests  of  people  who  are 
doing  nothing  more  than  engaging 
in  some  form  of  harmless  sexual 
conduct.  It  also  constitutes  a 
warning  to  lower  courts  in 
California  that  constitutional 
protections  cannot  be  denied 
homosexuals,  nor  their  rights  dis¬ 
respected.” 


In  the  School  Committee  race, 
incumbent  member  John  D. 
O’Bryant  and  challenger  Jean 
McGuire  were  given  the  “support¬ 
ive”  label.  The  School  Committee 
is  certain  to  have  three  new 
members  next  year,  because  three 
present  members  are  not  seeking 
re-election.  Former  School 
Committee  member  Elvira 
“Pixie”  Palladino  of  East 
Boston,  who  was  ousted  from  the 
board  two  years  ago,  is  seeking  a 
return  to  public  office  and  has 
been  rated  “unacceptable,”  along 
with  Kevin  McCluskey. 

The  remaining  School  Commit¬ 
tee  candidates  were  rated  “no  res¬ 
ponse”:  Frederick  Borelli,  Paul 
Ellison,  Paul  McDevitt,  John 
McDonough,  Jean  Sullivan 
McKeigue,  Gerald  O’Leary, 
Robert  Powers,  Mike  Rogers,  and 
Rita  Walsh  Tomasini. 

The  MGPC  ratings  are  not  to  be 
considered  endorsements  as  such, 
although  Ann  Maguire  told  GCN 
that  the  organization  may  make 
endorsements  for  the  November 
general  election. 


Finally,  in  an  exceptionally 
unusual  move,  the  Court  gave 
retroactive  effect  to  its  new  defin¬ 
itions.  This  means  that  tens  of 
thousands  of  men  previously  pro¬ 
secuted  under  the  statute  may  be 
entitled  to  an  overturning  of  their 
convictions  for  solicitation  or 
lewd  conduct,  thereby  eliminating 
the  requirement  to  register  as  sex 
offenders  for  the  rest  of  their 
lives. 

The  opinion  of  the  Court,  fif¬ 
teen  months  in  preparation  and 
some  thirty  pages  in  length,  was 
authored  by  Justice  Matthew  O. 
Tobriner,  senior  member  of  the 
Court.  Chief  Justice  Bird  and 
Associate  Justices  Mosk  and 
Newman  concurred  in  the  opin¬ 
ion.  The  only  dissent  came  from 
Associate  Justice  Clark. 


Court  Rules  on  Statute 


BOSTON  SHOPPER'S  GUIDE 


WOMEN'S 
COMMUNITV 
HEALTH  CENTER 


Gynecological  Services 
UJell-UJoman  Health  Core 

on  opportunity  to  shore  your  health 
core  with  other  women  in  o  feminist 
self-help  setting 

coll  for  appointment,  information  ond 
referrals 

women-worker.  owned  ond  controlled 
639  Moss  five  .  Cambridge.  MR 
547  2302 


-PEERLESS- 

Roofing.  Tar  & 
Gravel.  Asphalt 
Shingles.  Slate  & 
Gutters.  Chimneys. 
Interior  &  Exterior 
Remodeling 

547-7346 


WE’RE 
MOVING 
OCTOBER  1 


CORNER  OF  NEWBURY 
AND  HEREFORD  STREETS 

BOSTON,  MA  02116  TELEPHONE  266-0300 


PERMANENT 
HAIR  REMOVAL 


AT  REASONABLE  RATES 
FOR  MEN  AND  WOMEN 


LINDA  DIANE  JEFFERSON 
120  SUTHERLAND  RD.  #0 
BRIGHTON,  MASS.  02135 
CALL:  734-5777 


Women's 
Emporium' 

Crafts,  Funky 
Furniture  &  Clothes 
Tues.-Sat.  11-6 
661-2059 

53  RIVER  ST.  CENTRAL  SQUARE 
CAMBRIDGE,  MA. 


John  P  Ward 

Attorney  at  Law 

Serving  the  Community 

2  Park  Square 

Boston,  Massachusetts  02116 
617-426-2020 


KITCHEN  HELP 
WAITER  /  WAITRESS 

Needed  for  gay  diner,  expanding 
to  $erve  dinners,  Sunday  brunch. 
Hours  flexible.  Full  or  part  time. 
Call:  646-3397  


Save  this  Ad  for  10%  Discount 
for  repairs  onlv 

LESTER'S  T.V. 

TV-Rodio-Phonos-HiFi-Color 

Expert  Repair  &  T  V  s  &  Stereo— at  lowest 
prices  ANYWHERE!  Outside  ontenna  installa¬ 
tion  a  specialty  Moss  Tech  lie.  981 
Old  fashioned  service  ot  on  honest  price! 
Free  Pick  up  and  Deli  very  -~Q 

15  REVERE  ST.,  BEACON  HIU 
Boston  Tel.  523-2187 


think  straight 
be  Gay 


COMING  OUT,  Jeffrey  Weeks  $6.95 

BLACK  UNICORN,  Audre  Lorde  3.95 

GAY  PLAYS,  from  Avon  3.50 

ALL  TRUE  LOVERS,  Aldridge  5.95 

BERRIGAN,  Gingerlox .  5.50 

WALLS  TO  ROSES  (LP),  important 

new  gay  men's  album .  7.98 


Send  2  5f  to  receive  catalog  (212)255  -8097 

OscarWilde  Memorial  Bookshop 

15  Christopher  Street,  New  York  City  10014 
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If  you  wont  a  mayor 
who  won't  forget 
that  we  elected  him, 
who  won't  stop 
working  for  us 


mayor 


Gathering  of  The  Tribes 


The  Fourth  Annual  Michigan 
Women’s  Music  Festival,  organ¬ 
ized  by  the  We  Want  the  Music 
Collective,  took  place  in  Hesperia, 
Michigan  from  August  23-26. 
Performers  included:  Diane 
Zimmerman,  Holly  Near  and  J.  T. 
Thomas,  Alive!,  Rashida  Shah, 
Sirani  Avedis  and  Kid  Sister,  AIL r 
Dobkin,  Woody  Simmons,  the 
Berkeley  Women’s  Music  Collect¬ 
ive,  Linda  Shear,  Terry 
Garthwaite,  Teresa  Trull  and  Julie 
Homi,  Gwen  Avery,  Missy  Speert, 
Robin  Greenstein,  Reel  World 
String  Band  and  the  Harp  Band. 
Over  7000  women  attended,  all  of 
whom  helped  run  the  festival  by 
doing  4  hour  work  shifts  at  such 
jobs  as  security,  serving  food,  tak¬ 
ing  tickets,  and  helping  out  in  the 
healing  tent.  The  weekend  also  in¬ 
cluded  jam  sessions,  and  work¬ 
shops  on  a  wide  range  of  topics. 
Boy  children  over  breast-feeding 
age  had  to  stay  in  a  separate  camp 
with  male  child  care  workers. 

matriarchy .  .  . 

ByKoreJ.  Sapphire 
Michigan,  1978:  The  wind  is  up, 
the  water’s  soaked  half  my  sleep¬ 
ing  bag,  the  back  pole’s  falling  in 
on  me.  Natives  of  Hesperia  think 
it’s  god’s  wrath  —  too  many  per¬ 
verts  in  one  place.  1  believe  the 
goddess  is  angry  that  so  many 
witches  have  gathered  under  a 
full  moon  and  given  her  no 
thanks,  no  blessing.  She  is  putting 
on  a  show  now.  Do  not  forget  her 
power. 

I’m  on  top  of  a  hill  holding  my 
metal  tent  pole.  The  tent  fabric  is 
cheap  and  burns  easily.  Between 
flashes  of  lightning,  my  mind  runs 
a  movie  of  burning  nylon,  my 
body  rolling  down  the  hill  in 
flames,  in  the  rain.  There  are  tents 
around  me  and  on  the  hill  below , 
all  along  the  paths  and  in  the 
woods  farther  than  I  can  see.  I’m 
above  a  kind  of  valley  filled  with 
ferns  and  lesbians.  If  I  die  and 
fall,  that  is  the  lap,  those  are  the 
arms  that  will  catch  me.  This 
would  make  a  fine  burial  ground. 
This  would  be  a  good  place  to  die. 
August  21,  1979:  Home  at  last. 
We  drove  25  hours.  I  thought 
eleven  dykes  in  a  van  would  be 
more  fun  than  this.  My  muscles 
ache.  I  need  to  sleep.  Glad  we  got 
here  early  —  there  are  only  a  few 
hundred  of  us  now.  The  sky  is 
huge,  dark,  moonless,  the-  stars 
spread  out  like  wildflowers. 
Bobbie  says  she  planted  her  feet 
on  the  earth,  and  raised  her  head, 
and  sobbed  like  a  baby.  I  been 
waiting  so  long  to  be  here. 

August  23,  1979:  Wimmin  every¬ 
where  —  beekeepers,  midwives, 
dogtrainers,  jugglers,  farmers. 
The  nights  are  cold  but  by  mid¬ 
day,  heat  bakes  the  soreness  from 
our  muscles  as  we  dig  ditches, 
pitch  carnival  tents,  stack 
firewood,  construct  grates  to  hold 
the  100  lb.  cookpots,  and  care  for 
each  other’s  girl  children. 

We  paint  each  other.  Lavender 
fingernails,  bubbling  green  stripes 
on  my  arm.  I  promise  the  artist  I 
won’t  wipe  them  off.  We  paint 
our  breasts  with  webs,  crescent 
moons,  red  haloes  ’round  our  nip¬ 
ples.  There  are  no  mirrors. 

There  are  instruments  here, 
simple  drums,  rattles,  flutes, 
zithers  built  of  ice  cream  sticks, 
bottle  caps,  bamboo,  string. 
Outside  our  tent  the  sky  is  getting 
dark.  We  assemble  our  parade 
before  the  rains  come;  children, 
young  wimmin,  mothers  with  sag¬ 
ging  bellies  and  stretch  marks,  two 
dolls  with  yarn  for  pubic  hair 
riding  in  a  wheelbarrow.  We  run, 
dancing  together  down  the  dirt 
path  which  is  our  main  street  sing¬ 
ing,  “Lucia,  sun  goddess,  come 
out.”  We  parade  to  the  stage  and 
the  merchants’  tent  (a  kind  of 
Lesbian  shopping  mall)  and  back 
again,  trading  instruments  when 
Page  8  • 


Being  an  organization  freak  I  was 
struck  by  the  high  level  of  efficiency.  I 
was  drawn  to  the  details  of  the  opera¬ 
tion.  Food  was  served  twice  a  day  to 
something  like  7000  women,  and  no 
one  ever  had  to  wait  more  than  fifteen 
minutes  in  a  line. 


we  get  bored,  trading  responsibil¬ 
ity  for  the  dolls  in  the  wheelbar¬ 
row.  The  gathering  storm  clouds 
roll  across  the  sky,  move  back  like 
a  curtain  we’ve  pushed  away  with 
our  chanting.  We  bring  the  sun 
out. 

These  children  will  be  wimmin  I 
can  never  be.  Matriarchy  will 
form  their  bodies  with  strength, 
teach  them  that  wimmin  can  heal 
and  amaze  each  other.  They  will 
know  their  naked  bodies  belong  to 
themselves,  not  to  their  lovers,  not 
to  their  doctors.  They  will  know 
that  the  sky  and  earth  deserve  our 
respect  and  thanks,  and  that  the 
sun  is  a  sister  who  responds  to  us. 
They  will  grow  up  understanding 
magic.  They  have  seen  that  wim¬ 
min  are  worthy  of  love.  This  is 
more  than  I  know  now.  They  will 
grow  to  places  I  can’t  imagine. 
Autust  23,  1979:  New  moon.  Sky 
is  dark,  except  for  the  stars.  Not 
just  the  dipper  and  the  scant 
handful  of  stars  we  can  see  in  the 
city,  where  they  fight  with  neon 
for  posession  of  the  sky.  Here 
they  shine  so  plentifully  it  looks  as 
if  Tiamat  has  spilled  them  from 
her  belly.  We  gather  at  the  basin 
before  the  stage  to  walk  to  the 
mother  tree  —  the  largest  tree  at 
the  festival,  nearly  in  the  center  of 
the  land,  whose  low,  spreading 
branches  could  hold  and  comfort 
all  the  wimmin  here.  There  was  no 
high  priestess,  no  leader  to  our  rit¬ 
ual.  We  gathered  around  the 
mother  tree,  pressed  against  her, 
wrapping  our  arms  around  her 
good  trunk.  That  tree  has  been 
surrounded  by  wimmins’s  spirits 
summer  after  summer;  her  bark, 
her  branches,  her  leaves  have 
grown  on  our  worship.  She  has 


^mlt  a  living  pattern  of  the  power 
!and  dreams  we’ve  brought  to  her. 

We  close  our  circle  with  a  kiss. 
Five  points  —  forehead,  mouth, 
breasts,  cunt.  We  remember  our 
wimmin’s  bodies  are  good,  clean, 
sacred. 

August  25,  1979:  Saturday  night, 
temperature  dropping.  I  can  see 
my  breath.  Stopped  on  the  way  to 
my  tent  at  a  fire  before  the  healing 
tent.  Above  us  the  sky  is  black, 
the  stars  shining  like  ice.  Around 
the  fire  we  talk,  sing,  bake  potat¬ 
oes.  A  womon  tells  a  story  of  her 
first  festival,  and  how  she  ached 
so  bad  afterwards  she  went  into  an 
institution.  Asylum,  they  call  it. 
For  the  insane.  She  found  no 
asylum  there.  She  stayed  four 
months.  She  was  lucky  to  escape 
with  her  mind  and  soul  intact. 
August  27,  1979:  Last  night 
Therese  Edell  said  we  were  in  the 
largest  gathering  of  lesbians  in  his¬ 
tory.  Eight  thousand  strong. 
We’re  the  biggest  “city”  for  miles 
around.  We  are  not  the  first  wim¬ 
min.  The  records  of  the  matriar¬ 
chies  were  all  destroyed.  They 
burnt  our  books,  tried  to  wipe  us 
out.  Some  wimmin  are  afraid, 
remembering  The  Wander- 
ground *,  the  way  the  wimmin 
were  hunted  by  helicopters, 
trapped  in  nets.  It  could  happen 
here.  I  feel  proud,  empowered, 
sacred.  We  are  one  body,  a  web. 
We  can  hold  each  other.  We  can 
wrap  the  earth,  stretch  across  the 
planet  these  lesbian  lifelines. 

sun  brings  the  wimmin  out  of 
tents  and  trucks.  Congas  can  be 
heard  in  the  hills.  We  sweat  and 
dance.  We  shake,  we  spin,  we  are 
irridescent.  Our  power  will  break 
open  the  earth.  Our  power  will 


amaze  the  belly  of  the  mother  with 
love.  There  is  no  audience.  The 
womon  in  the  middle  tells  her 
story.  “Look!”  she  says  with  her 
arms,  “They  grabbed  me  like 
this.”  The  circle  assents,  the  circle 
understands.  “Look!”  she  says 
with  her  eyes.  “They  made  me 
afraid.”  The.circle  stivers.  They 
know  fear.  She  shakes  her  head 
like  a  rag  on  a  line,  she  spins  her 
head  like  a  whirlwind,  like  a  crazy 
womon.  We  all  know  that  dance. 
The  circle  is  silent.  She  moves  her 
legs  like  a  team  of  horses,  she 
moves  her  legs  like  a  riverboat 
wheel,  like  a  bonfire.  We  are 
dancers,  our  bodies  are  strong, 
our  lives  are  miraculous.  The  sky 
fits  around  us  in  perfect  blue. 

We  are  fat.  We  are  streaked 
with  dirt.  We  shave  our  heads. 
We  smell  of  sweat.  We  have  bug 
bites,  pimples,  freckles.  We  have 
beards.  When  the  music  lulled,  a 
womon  with  brown  skin  and  the 
shortest  black  hair  danced  with  a 
child  on  her  hip,  trailing  an 
orange  cape  so  big  she  could  fly 
with  it.  The  children  need  no 
brooms  —  they’ll  be  witches 
before  they’re  twelve. 

The  shoulders  before  me  are 
tom-toms,  my  ribs  are  xylo¬ 
phones,  and  abducted  Persephone, 
underground  she’s  dancing  too. 
August  29, 1979: 1  dreamt  I  was  at 
Michigan.  In  a  crowd  of  wimmin. 
We  are  at  a  concert,  singing, 
howling,  very  high  energy.  I  leap 
into  the  air,  way  up,  then  turn 
over  and  over,  rolling  down  a  hill. 

I  stand  up,  disoriented.  I  jumped 
so  high  I  tumbled  out  of  the  mat¬ 
riarchy.  1  am  alone.  A  building, 
an  elevator,  straight  people.  I  try 
not  to  be  noticed.  Fear  of  getting 
caught.  I  see  other  lesbians.  We 
walk  together,  see  more  wimmin, 
gradually  we  are  six.  Walking 
outside,  we  see  the  moon,  begin  to 
sing  to  her:  “Yemaja  Yemaja 
Yemaja,  Yeyeyeye  Yemaja.” 
Straight  people  walk  close  by  us. 
We  stop,  frightened,  hoping  they 
didn’t  hear.  We  are  afraid  of 
being  caught,  accused  as  witches. 
We  come  to  the  crest  of  a  hill.  The 
'land  looks  exacly  like  the  land  at 
the  festival.  We  will  walk  to  the 
edge  of  it,  and  if  we  can’t  find  the 
matriarchy,  we  will  turn  around 
and  walk  to  the  other  end  of  the 
land. 

‘The  Wanderground  by  Sally 
Gearhart  is  a  lesbian  utopian  nov¬ 
el.  It  is  published  by  Persephone 
Press,  PO  Box  7222,  Watertown, 
MA  02172.  (See  GCN,  Vol.  6,  No. 
44). 

politics.  .  . 

By  Leslie  Cagan 
Trying  to  sort  out  what  is  the 
“most  important”  thing  to  write 
is  turning  out  to  be  harder  than  I 
first  thought.  Where  do  I  begin? 
Reviewing  the  music  isn’t  what  I 
want  to  do,  although  the  music 
itself  was  certainly  central  to  the 
over-all  experience.  Offering  a 
description  wouldn’t  do  it  either 
—  a  list  of  what-happened-when 
would  make  it  all  too  flat,  too 
one-dimensional.  All  I  can  do  is 
share  some  thoughts  and  feelings, 
and  maybe  suggest  some  issues 
which  we  all,  as  a  community, 
might  try  to  think  about. 

As  I  watched  four  or  five 
women  playing  banjos  and  guitars 
and  clogging  and  singing  blue- 
grass  music  I  noticed  a  small 
parade  of  what  must  have  been 
harpies  and  creatures  of  the  wood 
chanting  with  their  painted  faces 
and  mostly  naked  bodies.  They 
passed  within  an  arm’s  distance  of 
the  blue-grass  musicians  and  yet 
neither  seemed  bothered  by  the 
presence  of  the  other.  For  a  mo¬ 
ment  in  our  lives  each  of  us  could 
be  who  we  wanted  to  be,  we  could 
let  surface  parts  of  us  that  usually 
lie  dormant .  .  .  and  not  suffer  for 
it.  I  flashed  on  a  world  where  each 


of  us  could  honestly  define 
ourselves,  where  each  could  be 
different  from  the  next  without 
being  forced  into  some  heirarchy 
of  better,  some  listening  of 
“correct”  ways  to  behave. 

It  took  me  a  long  time  (I  am  em¬ 
barrassed  to  say  just  how  long)  to 
really,  way  down  deep  in  my  gut, 
understand  that  there  were  no 
men  around.  I  liked  being  in  that 
all  women  space  for  those  few 
days.  By  Sunday  night,  as  we 
prepared  to  leave,  I  wondered  if  I 
would  experience  some  sort  of 
culture  shock  when  I  re-entered 
the  “real”  world  and  interacted 
with  men  again.  As  it  turned  out  it 
was  fine  ...  no  flip-out.  It’s  been 
a  tricky,  puzzling  idea  for  me.  I 
found  myself  wondering  at  one 
point  during  the  festival  if  it  might 
someday  be  possible  to  do  this 
sort  of  thing  with  men.  On  the  one 
hand,  I  felt  safer;  calmer,  very 
much  at  home  in  that  all-women’s 
space.  On  the  other  hand,  there  I 
was  wondering  if  we  could  change 
the  world  enough  so  that  women 
and  men  could  enjoy  these  sorts  of 
festivals  together.  I  am  not  even 
sure  why  I  was  drawn  to  pose  such 
a  question.  For  sure,  the  fact  that 
all  men,  even  boy  children,  were 
kept  out  of  the  festival  pushed  the 
issue  into  the  open.  No,  there 
weren’t  any  confrontations  over  it 
.  .  .  but  I  did  think  about  it  and 
assume  that  many  others  also 
thought  about  it  —  maybe  most 
especially  women  with  boy  chil¬ 
dren.  Going  to  this  music  festival 
may  have  raised  the  issue  for  me, 
but  it  certainly  did  not  provide  the 
answer.  I  do  think  that  all¬ 
women’s  spaces  are  critical,  ener¬ 
gizing,  fun  and  political  events. 
And  it  must  have  been  incredible 
to  have  been  a  little  girl  out  there 
in  the  woods  of  Michigan.  But 
when  do  we  figure  out  about 
opening  up  new  spaces,  new  ways 
of  relating  to  little  boys  also?  No, 
I  don’t  think  it  is  an  either-or  type 
of  situation  ...  we  need  both,  or 
should  I  say  all  types  of  spaces  — 
women’s  only,  predominantly 
women,  mixed. 


One  of  the  things  that  went  with 
my  realization  that  there  were  no 
men  around  was  taking  in,  in  a 
new  way,  the  fact  that  it  was  all 
and  only  women  doing  everything 
to  make  this  festival  work.  Being 
an  organization  freak  I  was  struck 
by  the  high  level  of  efficiency.  1 
was  drawn  to  the  details  of  the 
operation.  Food  was  served  twice 
a  day  to  something  like  7000 
women,  and  no  one  ever  had  to 
wait  more  than  15  minutes  in  a 
line.  Needless  to  say,  there  was 
more  —  ticket  sales,  publicity,  co¬ 
ordinating  performers,  stage  pro¬ 
duction,  running  the  sound 
system,  setting  up  of  special  areas 
for  the  disabled,  child-care, 
chemical  free  spaces,  providing 
health  care  (of  all  varieties), 
garbage  collection,  parking  and 
shuttle  service,  workshops  .  .  . 
and  ...  It  was  not  only  that 
things  all  worked,-  but  rather  that 
it  was  women  making  it  all  work 
together.  I  must  admit  that  it 
remains  a  struggle  to  really,  in 
some  very  deep  way,  understand 
the  potential  of  our  collective 
energies,  the  power  and  strengths 
of  the  community  of  women. 
There  was  something  in  the 
smoothness  with  which  things  ran 
(at  least  for  those  of  us  who  were 
not  right  in  the  center  of  every¬ 
thing)  that  was  indeed  an  inspira¬ 
tion.  Our  collective  efforts,  the 
willingness  and  commitment  to 
doing  each  of  our  share  of  the 
work  helped  make  those  four  days 
happen  in  the  way  they  did.  And  if 
we  can  do  that,  then  perhaps,  just 
perhaps,  we  will  indeed  find  the 
wherewithal  to  do  the  even  greater 
tasks  we  have  defined  for 
ourselves.  Breaking  out  of  the 
patterns  of  domination  and 
control  we  suffer  under,  reshaping 
the  world  we  all  live  in  and  the 
nature  of  our  daily  lives.  It  all 
makes  a  four  day  music  festival 
seem  small.  But  I  believe  we  learn 
a  great  deal  in  those  smaller 
things,  in  the  events  of  our  daily 
lives.  What  was  perhaps  most 
positive  about  Michigan  was  not 
the  experience  of  those  four  days 


but  the  potential  that  it  pointed 
toward  for  us  all. 

Almost  to  the  day,  I  had  been  at 
Woodstock  ten  years  earlier.  My 
own  life  has  certainly  changed  in 
that  decade.  Words  I  was  shy 
about  then  are  now  central  to  my 
self-definition:  feminism,  lesbian¬ 
ism.  But  even  more  importantly, 
the  world  I  live  in  has  also 
changed  in  those  ten  years.  This 
wave  of  the  women’s  movement 
was  in  its  infancy,  and  gay  libera¬ 
tion  had  just  been  bom  at  Stone¬ 
wall.  This  country  was  still  in  the 
throes  of  its  nightmarish,  geno- 
cidal  war  against  the  people  of 
Indochina;  black  people  were 
fighting,  literally  fighting,  against 
the  repressive  tools  of  the  state: 
and  young  people  everywhere 
were  looking  for  new  vvays  to  de¬ 
fine  themselves.  In  some  respect, 
Woodstock  became  a  symbol  of 
the  rebellion  of  the  nation’s 
youth.  The  music,  the  drugs,  the 
whole  “scene”  of  the  late  sixties 
was  filled  with  political  protest 
and  cries  for  change.  At  the  very 
same  moment,  many  of  the  prob¬ 
lems  of  the  culture  at  large  were 
reflected  in  Woodstock.  There  is 
no  way  to  begin  to  describe  the 
sexism,  the  heterosexism  and  the 
“do-your-own-thing”  approach 
to  the  world  that  permeated  every¬ 
thing.  People  were  so  spaced  out 
that  they  grooved  on  the  sound  of 
sirens  instead  of  stepping  aside  to 
let  the  ambulances  get  through  to 
those  in  trouble. 

“Do-your-own-thing”  and  the 
support  to  be  yourself  I  talked 
about  earlier  are  two  very  dif¬ 
ferent  realities.  Woodstock  had 
the  seeds  of  the  “me”  decade  of 
the  ’70s  —  I  just  hope  that  we  will 
be  able  to  look  back  on  Michigan 
as  a  part  of  the  process  of  building 
our  collective  strength,  the  collec¬ 
tive  power  to  change  the  future. 

I  hated  the  crowds,  and  the  self- 
indulgence,  and  the  sexism  at 
Woodstock  .  .  .  and  to  top  it  off 
I  couldn’t  hear  the  music! 

How  can  one  compare  as  1  am 
drawn  to  try  to  do,  all  of  that  to 
7000  (mostly)  dykes  coming 
together,  not  only  to  listen  to 
music,  but  also  as  an  affirmation 
of  ourselves  and  our  potential?  It 
is  like  comparing  a  boat  and  a 
train  —  both  are  certainly  mov¬ 
ing,  but  with  such  different  types 
of  energy  and,  in  the  case  of  the 
music  festivals,  in  such  different 
directions. 

And  maybe  that  is  the  essential 
question  that  still  goes  unan¬ 
swered  for  me.  Just  what  direction 
are  we,  our  community,  our 
movement,  going  in?  In  lots  of 
ways  this  music  festival  didn’t 
answer  that  question  at  all.  I  loved 
being  in  Michigan  —  felt  ener¬ 
gized  by  it.  But  it  didn’t  do  it  for 
me.  What  I  mean  is,  1  came  away 
with  just  as  many  questions  as  I 
had  before  I  went.  How  do  we 
provide  those  types  of  spaces  and 
events  for  ourselves  and  others? 
How  do  they,  once  provided,  con¬ 
nect  with  the  other  types  of  po¬ 
litical  work  we  are  engaged  in?  To 
say  nothing  of  all  the  other  on¬ 
going  parts  of  our  lives?  How  do 
we  take  the  incredible  lesbian- 
energy  at  an  event  like  that  and 
translate  it  into  the  on-going  tasks 
we  must  do  to  change  the  world? 
In  what  ways  is  women’s  and  les¬ 
bian  culture  a  part  of  a  broader 
women’s  movement  and  in  what 
ways  does  it  set  some  of  the 
terms?  If  the  cultural  activities  are 
an  arm  of  the  women’smovement, 
then  what’s  going  on  with  the  rest 
t  of  the  body?  Are  there  ways  to 
~  build  a  community  of  women  that 
^  truly  includes  lesbians,  hetero- 
c  sexuals  and  women  who  do  not 
3  necessarily  fall  under  those  labels? 
10  Do  we  all  even  share  that  as  a 
goal?  How  do  we  as  lesbians  de¬ 
fine  our  collective  relationship  to 
children  —  both  female  and  male 
children? 

There  are  lots  of  other  issues 
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My  fantasy  was  that  because  we  were 
women  and  because  we  were  in  Mich¬ 
igan,  we  would  magically  find  a  way 
to  “cook”  together  without  anyone 
having  to  discuss  process  or  assert 
leadership.  And  like  most  fantasies,  it 
was  pretty  unrealistic. 


springing  from  the  festival  —  too 
many  to  do  justicetoin  this  piece, 
but  certainly  important  enough  to 
be  mentioned:  the  ways  we  deal 
with  racism  and  build  real  and 
honest  cross-cultural  bonds;  the 
struggles  of  the  disabled  for  re¬ 
spect  and  dignity;  the  ways  we  do 
and  don’t  share  skills  and  re¬ 
sources;  the  quality  of  our  music 
and  the  other  cultural  forms  we 
use  to  express  our  struggles,  our 
pain,  our  joy,  our  politics  and  our 
future. 

Going  to  Michigan  was  good 
and  fun.  It  was  good  to  have  four 
days  in  the  woods  with  friends 
(both  old  and  new)  listening  to 
good  music.  It  was  also  important 
because  it  comes  from  and  is  part 
of  a  continuing  struggle  that  takes 
many  forms  and  touches  the  lives 
of  us  all.  The  ever-present  task 
that  we  face  is  to  keep  alive  our 
attempts  to  more  clearly  give 
definition  to  it  all. 

music.  .  . 

By  Naomi  Schapiro 

This  was  my  first  year  at  the 
Festival.  As  a  musician,  I  went 
primarily  to  listen,  and  to  see  how 
much  of  what  I  heard  could  be 
integrated  into  my  own  music.  But 
I  also  brought  along  my  flute,  per¬ 
cussion  instruments,  and  fantasies 
of  endless  jam  sessions. 

Staying  at  the  Festival  was  an 
amazing  experience.  We  were 
camped  in  a  village  of  6000 
women  —  I’ve  never  beenwithso 
many  other  women  and  so  many 
other  lesbians  in  my  life.  We  could 
walk  around  camp  at  two  in  the 
morning  with  no  fear  of  physical 
harm.  There  wre  no  external 
restrictions  on  what  we  wore,  how 
we  walked  or  how  much  affection 


we  showed  each  other.  My  own 
limits  in  these  areas  were  stretched 
at  the  festival  to  a  point  where 
coming  home  was  both  painful 
and  a  relief:  painful  because  I 
could  feel  my  body  tightening  up 
and  my  manner  becoming  more 
restrained;  a  relief,  because  the 
intensity  of  being  with  so  many 
women  in  a  space  where  we  had 
nothing  to  do  but  listen  to  music 
and  be  with  each  other  was  hard 
to  sustain. 

My  musical  experiences  were 
more  mixed.  The  performances 
took  place  in  a  natural  amphi¬ 
theater  under  the  stars,  and  filling 
that  space  takes  a  sound  and  a 
presence  that  some  performers  did 
not  possess.  I  am  partial  to  jazz, 
and  kept  listening  for  interesting 
melodies  and  African-  or  Afro- 
Latin-influenced  rhythms.  For 
me,  the  highlights  of  the  concerts 
were  performances  by  Teresa 
Trull,  Alive!  (with  dancing  by 
Adela  Chu),  Terry  Garthwaite 
and  Rashida  Shah,  and  a  duet  by 
Holly  Near  and  Rhiannon  (the 
singer  from  Alive!).  Many  other 
women  sang  songs  whose  words 
were  affirming  to  my  life  and  my 
sexuality,  but  whose  music  was 
just  plain  boring. 

My  favorite  workshop  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  Carolyn  Brandy  (the 
percussionist  from  Alive!)  and 
Adela  Chu  (a  dancer  from  San 
Francisco).  They  taught  a  very 
large  group  of  women  a  tradition¬ 
al  samba  —  including  percussion 
parts,  songs.and  dance  steps.  The 
next  day  they  led  the  workshop 
participants  in  a  Carnival  proces¬ 
sion  throughout  the  camp.  I  also 
found  two  workshops  on  band 
production  and  band  process  very 
helpful.  At  one  workshop,  band 
-members  and  women  from  pro¬ 
duction  companies  discussed  at 


length  the  general  lack  of  money 
in  women’s  music,  and  the  fact 
that  this  music  is  not-so-success 
fully  competing  a  mult 

million-dollar  >  adio/prf, 

ducing  compIev  'ey  presente 
the  sobering  fact  that  when  we  pas 
$4  or  $5  to  hear  a  omen’s  music 
performance,  the  musicians 

receive  between  15  and  90  cents 
per  seat,  and  the  production  com 
panies  often  lose  money. 

The  jamming  did  not  live  up  to 
my  expectations.  One  flute  and 
drum  improvisation,  which  lasted 
for  several  hours  and  attracted  a 
large  crowd  of  musicians  and 
dancers,  built  up  a  lot  of  energy. 
But  the  drummers  were  playing 
perhaps  ten  different  rhythms, 
and  the  flutes,  five  different  melo¬ 
dies.  The  resulting  sound  was 
mud.  On  the  other  extreme,  a  few 
jazz  improvisations  were  well- 
organized,  but  somewhat  com¬ 
petitive;  women  who  were  not 
familiar  with  the  right  tunes  or 
had  different  levels  of  skill  were 
not  made  to  feel  welcome,  and 
there  was  more  emphasis  on  find¬ 
ing  the  traditional  combination  of 
horns,  chord,  and  percussion 
instruments  than  on  being  creative 
with  what  we  had.  My  fantasy  was 
that  because  we  were  women  and 
because  we  were  in  Michigan,  we 
would  magically  find  a  way  to 
“cook”  together  without  anyone 
having  to  discuss  process  or  assert 
leadership.  And  like  most  fan¬ 
tasies,  it  was  pretty  unrealistic. 
Many  of  the  musicians  were  very 
good  —  and  made  me  realize  how 
much  practicing  I  have  to  do. 

One  pleasant  surprise  at  two  of 
the  jams  was  the  presence  of 
Gwen  Avery.  This  woman,  who 
seems  to  be  so  attached  to  being  a 
star  on  stage,  was  the  opposite  at 
the  jamming  tent.  She  encouraged 
group  singing,  declined  solos, 
appreciated  new  musicians,  and 
brought  several  women  from  the 
first  improvisation  up  onstage  for 
her  evening  performance. 

The  politics  of  the  Festival  are 
complex.  A  decision  had  been 
made  this  year  to  exclude  all  boy 
children  over  breast-feeding  age 
from  the  Festival  grounds. 
Making  such  decisions  ahead  of 
time  helped  avoid  some  of  the 
struggles  I  had  heard  about  from 
last  year,  contributing  to  peace 
and  a  sense  of  unity  at  the  camp. 
On  the  other  hand,  that  peace 
came  at  the  price  of  repressing 
dissent  around  the  issue.  Since  the 
decision  was  well-publicized,  only 
a  few  women  unknowingly  arrived 
with  male  children  only  to  find 
out  that  the  children  were  to  stay 
at  a  nearby  campground  with 
male  childcare  workers.  These 
women  had  to  confront  the  issue 
as  isolated  individuals  dealing 
with  a  harried  security  worker, 
rather  than  in  a  more  open,  group 
situation. 

Another  issue  which  was  raised, 
primarily  by  Alive!  and  a  group  of 
black  women,  was  that  of  the 
diversity  of  the  music  and  the 
composition  of  the  performers. 
Most  performers  were  white,  and 
singing  music  derived  from 
European  and  white  North 
American  folk  traditions.  Alive! 
asked  us  to  urge  the  We  Want  the 
Music  Collective  to  include  more 
ethnic  music,  and  more  music  by 
third  world  women.  I  think  that 
this  would  be  an  important 
direction  for  the  Festival  —  both 
to  make  it  more  appealing  to 
diverse  groups  of  women,  and  to 
make  our  music  more  diverse  and 
interesting.  I  wonder,  however,  if 
the  inclusion  of  more  varied  kinds 
of  music  will  come  into  conflict 
with  the  increasingly  defined 
separatism  of  the  Festival. 

What  I  took  home  from  the 
Festival  was  a  vision  of  some  of 
the  ways  women  can  be  together, 
and  an  inspiration  to  work  hard 
and  add  my  own  sound  to  our  cul¬ 
ture. 
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CAN  30,000  CUSTOMERS 
A  MONTH  BE  WRONG?? 

- - "ZXXX^OOC^- 

*  "Best  Bj 

4  Evening  Mag 

lost  Generous 
&  Inclusive 
Salad  Bar 


SeV"C<!, 


— Tufts  Observer 

5st  Salad  Bar 
in  Town" 

— Boston  Magazine 


Featuring:  Bottomless  Salads, 
Hamburgers,  Lasagna,  Quiche, 
Chili  and  much,  much,  more  .  .  . 


Where  is  this  place? 


Open  7  Days  &  7  Nights 

Two  Locations 


41  Charles  St. 
Beacon  Hill 
Boston,  Mass. 
723-7537 


"The  Garage" 
Harvard  Square 
Cambridge,  Mass. 
681-8979 


David  Seil  Associates,  Inc. 

Psychiatric  and  Psychological  Services  for  Adults 
Individual,  Couple,  and  Group  Therapy 
Psychologic  Testing  and  Career  Counseling 
David  Seil,  M.D.,  Director 
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Porno 

With  a  Difference 


Forbidden  Letters.^  A  r  thur 
Bressan  Jr.  With  Richard  Locke, 
Robert  Adams,  and  Victoria 
Young.  78  min.  South  Station 
Cinema. 

By  Michael  Bronski 

Pornography  has  always  been 
the  stepchild  of  the  arts.  Like 
Cinderella  it  has  been  shunted 
aside,  considered  utilitarian 
(many  people  complain  that  all 
porno  can  do  is  turn  you  on:  talk 
about  a  mind/body  dichotomy), 
made  to  do  the  dirty  work  while 
everybody  else  gets  to  look 
beautiful.  This  attitude  has  caused 
a  great  deal  of  pornography  to  be 
conceived,  produced,  and 
executed  cheaply  and  badly. 

The  distinctions  made  between 
pornography  and  erotica  are  the 
distinctions  between  what  is  taboo 
and  what  is  accepted,  between  the 
quicky  product  and  the  class  act:, 
pornography  is  a  cheap 
paperback;  erotica  is  when  Erica 
Jong  gets  a  Book  of  the  Month 
Club  contract  for  Fear  of  Flying. 

Gay  male  pornography  has  suf¬ 
fered  twice.  Not  only  is  it  dirty 
because  it’s  sexual,  but  also  dirty 
because  it’s  gay.  The  line  between 
taboo  and  acceptance  is  always 
drawn  to  the  right  of  gay  male 
pornography.  More  and  more 
sexual  material  has  become 
acceptable  to  the  culture,  but  gay 
male  pornography  will  be  the  last 
to  be  assimilated.  Low  budget  soft 
core  straight  porno  like  Flesh 
Gordon  gets  distributed  in  the 
suburbs,  but  even  the  mildly  sex- 
.  ual  A  Very  Natural  Thing  can 
barely  get  distribution  in  cities. 

It  is  apparent  that  many  gays 
are  willing  to  push  a  sanitized 
image  t>f  ourselves  in  the  media: 
homosexuality  without  the  sex.  To 
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WORKABLE 

Did  you  ever  wish  you  could  sit 
and  relax  in  elegant  surroundings 
and  talk  with  someone  about 
the  right  wardrobe  for  your 
personality.? 

Now  you  can.  ^ 

Discreet  and  private  consult¬ 
ations  with  one  of  our  advisers 
who  will  shop  for  you  or  with 
you  for  all  your  personal  needs 
as  well  as  those  special  gifts. 
This  is  just  one  of  the  many  per¬ 
sonal  services  offered  by 
SECRETS. 

CALL  SECRETS 
267-0112 
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avoid  the  dirty  labels  of  “gay” 
and  “sex,”  we  are  being  presented 
with  stories  of  “people  just  like 
anyone  else,  only  they  happen  to 
be  homosexual.”  Gay  male 
pornography  focuses  on  the 
sexuality  of  gay  male  life;  it  is  not 
any  more  untrue  a  picture  of  that 
life  than  the  sexless  presentations 
designed  to  prove  that  gays  are  as 
normal  as  anyone  else. 

The  obvious  solution  is  a 
medium  between  these  extremes. 
Pornography  is  not  treated  as  a 
serious  art  form,  so  there  is 
usually  little  impulse  or  money  to 
change  its  quality.  Nevertheless, 
there  have  been  some  changes. 
Jean  Claude  van  Itallie’s 
American  Cream  showed  verve. 
Many  of  the  Hand  in  Hand  films 
by  Jack  Deveau,  like  Drive,  as 
well  as  the  films  of  Peter  deRome, 
are  made  with  intelligence  and 
good  film  sense.  These  films 
combine  sex  with  wit.  They  get 
you  hot,  but  also  make  you  think 
or  laugh.  They  are  a  lot  better 
than  the  grainy  loops  (short  fuck 
films  cheaply  made  and  strung 
together)  from  the  fifties  and  six¬ 
ties.  However,  they  still  leave 
something  to  be  desired. 

Forbidden  Letters  by  Arthur 
Bressan  has  managed  to  preserve 
and  improve  upon  the  film  sense 
and  intelligence  of  these  movies 
and  has  added  feeling  and  politi¬ 
cal  awareness,  It  is  a  moving  and 
satisfying  experience. 

The  idea  for  the  film  came  from 
Bressan’s  own  life.  While  isolated 
in  a  San  Francisco  hospital  with 
hepatitis, he  began  to  correspond 
with  a  gay  prisoner  in  Mississippi. 
After  four  letters  the  prison  offic¬ 
ials  stopped  the  relationship, 
returning  his  last  letter  with  a  note 
that  it  was  “obviously”  meant  for 
a  woman  prisoner.  Afraid  that 
any  more  writing  would  place  his 
new  friend  in  danger,  Bressan 
stopped  writing.  His  anger  and 
frustration  channeled  themselves 
into  the  idea  for  the  film.  That 
was  almost  four  years  ago.  • 

Forbidden  Letters  is  the  story  of 
Larry  (Robert  Adams)  and  the 
day  he  spends  waiting  for  his  lover 
Richard  (Richard  Locke)  to  return 
home  from  several  months  in 
prison.  The  beginning  and  ending 
(shot  in  black  and  white)  show 
Larry,  nervous,  worried,  and 
afraid  to  be  happy,  talking  to  his 
friend  Iris  (Victoria  Young)  and 
receiving  her  support.  The  middle, 
and  core,  of  the  film  (in  color) 
shows  Larry  reading  the  letters 
that  he  has  written  in  his  diary  to 
Richard  —  letters  he  knew  that  he 
could  never  send.  The  letters  tell 
of  their  relationship:  the  love,  sex, 
fear,  things  unsaid,  and  things 
that,  when  they  are  happening, 
don’t  need  to  be  spoken  of.  There 
have  been  few  attempts  to  show  a 
gay  male  relationship  on  the 
screen,  and  Forbidden  Letters  sets 
a  high  standard  for  anything  that 
follows  it. 

As  with  all  well  constructed 
pieces  of  art,  it  is  difficult  to  take 
this  film  apart  and  pinpoint  what 


is  best  about  it.  The  performances 
of  Robert  Adams  and  Richard 
Locke  are  wonderfully  sensitive. 
Adams  played  the  young  man  in 
Bressan’s  earlier  film.  Passing 
Strangers  (which  won  first  prize  at 
the  San  Francisco  Erotic  Film 
Festival  in  1973).  He  is  better 
here,  tempering  his  vulnerability 
with  a  little  bit  of  street  know¬ 
ledge.  Richard  Locke,  probably 
the  hottest  porno  performer  in 
film  today,  has  a  smaller  part  than 
Adams;  since  he  is  a  memory,  he 
is  more  of  a  presence  than  a  full 
character.  The  scenes  between  the 
two  of  them  are  ripe  with  feeling. 
There  is  a  limited  amount  of 
dialogue,  but  both  are  able  to 
convey  layers  of  emotion  with 
subtle  changes  in  facial 
expression:  like  Garbo,  their  film 
presence  is  almost  entirely  visual. 

Bressan’s  mis  en  scene  is  always 
effective.  The  carnival  scene 
where  Larry  first  sees  Richard,  the 
prison  shots  (filmed  illegally  at 
Alcatraz)  of  Locke  masturbating, 
and  the  interactions  among 
Larry,  Iris,  and  Richard  on  a 
picnic  manage  to  make  stock 
situations  appear  fresh  even  as 
they  recall,  consciously,  other 
films:  Black  Orpheus,  The  Street, 
a  bit  of  homage  toWelles’s  The 
Magnificent  Ambersons  at  the 
film’s  end. 

The  film  has  an  effective  orig¬ 
inal  score  by  Jeffrey  Olmstead 
and  four  songs  by  Tommy  Talley, 
Ron  Durham,  Dan  Turner,  and 
Paul  DuBois.  Bressan  is  one  of  the 
few  gay  filmmakers  who  manages 
to  use  some  original  music  in  his 
films.  Gay  USA  had  songs  written 
by  members  of  The  Joy  of  Cook¬ 
ing  (now  called  The  Joy),  and  the 
music  in  Passing  Strangers  (also 
by  Olmstead)  was  excellent. 

I  have  the  feeling  that  Forbid¬ 
den  Letters  might  confuse 
viewers.  There  is  sex  in  it,  but  also 
more  story  and  feeling  than  the 
usual  porno  audience  is  used  to 
dealing  with.  The  audience  look¬ 
ing  for  a  gay  film  like  Outrageous 
or  A  Very  Natural  Thing  will  be 
put  off  by  the  explicit  sex  in  the 
film.  Some  might  feel  that  a  film 
booked  in  the  gay  porno  circuit 
is  not  going  to  receive  any  serious 
consideration  and  probably 
doesn’t  deserve  it  anyway. 
However,  this  self-fulfilling 
prophecy  kind  of  thinking  is  res¬ 
ponsible  for  the  lack  of  interest  in 
and  dismissal  of  much  gay  art:  if 
it’s  not  in  a  57th  Street  Gallery  or 
a  Sack  Theater,  then  it  is  probably 
junk.  Many  films  that  play  the 
porno  circuit  aren  7  very  good  — 
and  neither  are  many  of  the  films 
that  play  in  major  theaters.  But 
until  people  begin  to  support  the 
good  films  that  are  made,  there 
isn’t  any  chance  for  change.  If 
there  is  going  to  be  any  integration 
of  sexuality  into  “art,”  it  is  going 
to  come  from  the  porno  side  of 
the  fence  and  not  the  other  way 
around:  Sex  is  going  to  be  a  dirty 
word  for  a  long  time  to  come. 

Arthur  Bressan  has  attempted 
and  succeeded  at  something  very 
difficult:  he  has  made  a  moving, 
intelligent,  political,  and  (perhaps 
most  important  of  all,  since  it  is 
always  left  out)  a  sexual  film 
about  gay  men.  It  would  be  a 
slight  to  Bressan  and  condescend¬ 
ing  to  gay  malepornographyto  say 
that  Forbidden  Letters  is  better 
than  most  porno;  it  is  better  than 
most  of  the  movies  that  get 
shown.  Don’t  let  the  porno  label 
stop  you  from  going  to  see  it, 
because  you  can  be  sure  that  the 
Sack  chain  isn’t  going  to  pick  it 
up.  Many  gay  artists  are  doing 
interesting  work  in  Forbidden  Let¬ 
ters,  and  the  film  proves  that  it 
can  be  a  pleasure  for  gay  audi¬ 
ences  to  support  gay  art. 
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Why  should 
the  Gay  Community 
support  Kevin  White? 


;  * 


Because  Kevin  White  has  supported  the  Gay  Community 


■Kevin  White,  in  an  executive  order  signed  in 
1976,  made  Boston  one  of  the  first  cities  in 
the  United  States  to  ban  discrimination  against 
gay  people. 

-Kevin  White  appointed  one  of  the  nations 
first  official  liaisons  between  City  Hall  and 
the  gay  community 

-Kevin  White  hired  former  State  Rep.  Elaine 
Noble  for  his  Governmental  Relations  staff. 

Noble  was  one  of  the  first  acknowledged  gays  to  be 
elected  to  office  in  the  United  States. 

-Kevin  White  has  consistently  supported  state 
legislation  to  prohibit  discrimination  against 
gays  and  to  assure  equal  employment  opportunity. 

-Kevin  White  opened  the  city  s  office  of  Human 
Rights  to  the  Gay  Rights  Coalition  and  provided 
meeting  space  in  City  Hall  for  the  Gay  Panel. 

-Kevin  White  has  consistently  supported  Gay  Pride 
Week  when  other  city  and  state  politicians  have 
remained  silent. 


•• . 


The  Massachusetts  Gay  Political  Caucus  has  voted 
the  mayor  “supportive”  of  Gay  Rights. 
“Supportive”  is  the  highest  rating  the  caucus  gives 

to  candidates. 


Boston  needs  a  strong,  effective  Mayor 
Boston  already  has  one:  Kevin  White 

THE  KEVIN  WHITE  COMMITTEE.  89  STATE  STREET.  BOSTON  02109 
STEPHEN  CROSBY.  76  WASHINGTON  STREET.  CHARLESTOWN.  MA  02129 
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Odyssey  of  a  Unicorn 


Efforts  to  treat  VD  out  of  existence  have  failed.  Therefore,  we 
must  learn  how  to  practice  and  teach  VD  PREVENTION  as  an 
important  part  of  every  personal  hygiene  and  sex  education 
program.  Here  are  some  highlights  from  our  booklet  — 

THE  NEW 

VENEREAL  DISEASE  PREVENTION 
FOR  EVERYONE 

Personal  Hygiene  is  Significant 
to  VD  PREVENTION  and  Good  Health 


Page  2:  THE  SEXUALLY  ACTIVE  MALE 

Careful  washing  after  sex  will  reduce  the  possibility  of 
catching  VD.  The  germs  that  cause  syphilis  and  gonorrhea,  as 
well  as  some  other  sexually  transmitted  diseases,  are  sensi¬ 
tive  to  soap  and  water.  Wash  before  sex  for  hygienic 
purposes. 

IMMEDIATELY  AFTER  INTERCOURSE: 

Soap  genitals  working  a  bit  of  soft  mushy  soap  into  urinary 

opening. 

Rinse. 

Repeat  procedure. 

Then  urinate  (which  may  sting). 

Extended  exposure  or  delay  before  washing  diminishes  the 
effectiveness  of  this  preventive  measure.  Washing  is  doubly 
important  since  even  in  the  absence  of  syphilis  and 
gonorrhea,  other  sexually  transmitted  germs  can  cause 
Infections  such  as  NGU  (non-gonococcal  urethritis)  or  NSU 
(non-specific  urethritis). 

If  lubricants  are  involved  in  the  sex  act,  use  water- 
soluabie  preparations  that  will  wash  away,  do  not  use  an  oil 
base  that  will  leave  a  film  to  trap  the  germs. 

NOTE:  The  foreskin  that  covers  the  head  of  the  penis  may 
trap  germs  which  can  cause  infections.  Therefore,  special 
attention  should  be  given  to  washing  the  uncircumcised 
penis. 

When  vaccines  against  gonorrhea  and  syphilis  will  have 
been  developed,  personal  hygiene  will  remain  necessary  to 
prevent  other  sexually  transmitted  diseases.  For  example:  A 
gonorrhea  vaccine  will  not  prevent  approximately  half  of  the 
reported  cases  of  male  urethritis  which  are  not  gonorrhea. 

Page  3:  SOME  ASPECTS  OF  PERSONAL  HYGIENE 
FOR  MEN  AND  WOMEN 

Infectious  germs  which  are  commonly  found  in  the  lower 
digestive  tract  may  be  transmitted  from  the  rectum  during 
certain  sex  activities.  Among  the  dangerous  germs  present 
may  be  the  virus  which  causes  hepatitis,  and  parasites  which 
cause  gastro-intestinal  disorders  if  they  enter  the  mouth 
(anal-oral  route). 

The  mucous  membranes  of  the  genito-urinary  system  are 
highly  susceptible  to  infection  by  some  of  these  germs  from 
the  rectum.  For  example:  As  a  result  of  careless  wiping  from 
rectum  towards  vagina  by  the  female  after  toilet,  germs  are 
easily  spread  to  the  vagina  where  they  may  cause  infections, 
and  from  which  they  may  be  transmitted  during  vaginal,  as 
well  as  rectal,  Intercourse.  Therefore,  females  must  not  wipe 
in  the  direction  of  rectum  to  vagina. . . . 

Personal  hygiene  before  and  after  sex  can  be  greatly 
aided  by  the  bidet,  a  low  bathroom  fixture,  designed  to 
facilitate  washing  for  disease  prevention  and  proper  clean¬ 
sing  after  toilet.  Not  everyone,  unfortunately,  has  been  ade¬ 
quately  informed  as  to  the  advantages  of  the  bidet;  it  is  not 
found,  for  instance,  in  homes  or  hotels  in  the  United  States, 
whereas  in  many  parts  of  the  world  it  is  widely  used  and  sig¬ 
nificant  to  personal  hygiene.  Good  hygiene  requires  careful 
washing  of  genital  and  rectal  areas  before  and  after  sex. 

*  *  *  *  [ 
Men  &  Women:  In  our  booklet  learn  also  about— 

The  significance,  during  treatment,  of  no  alcohol  or  sex j 
activity  which  may  irritate  the  GU  system,  delaying  cure.  The 
importance  of  a  follow-up  visit  to  the  physician  to  see  If; 
further  treatment  is  required. 

For  the  sexually  active  male  —  the  commercially  avail¬ 
able  germicidal  preparation  (Sanitube® )  for  use  after  inter¬ 
course  to  prevent  gonorrhea  and  syphilis. 

For  the  sexually  active  female  —  certain  commercially 
available  vaginal  contraceptive  foams,  creams,  suppositories 
and  jellies,  which  also  have  germicidal  properties  that  may 
prevent  VD. 

*  *  *  * 

Send  your  tax-deductible  contribution  for  a  copy  (quantities 
available).  We  need  your  support.  Learn  these  facts.  Help  us 
distribute  these  booklets  and  educate  the  public. 

AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE 
PREVENTION  OF  VD,  INC. 

335  BROADWAY 
NEW  YORK,  NY  10013 


How  I  Spent  My 
Summer  Vacation 


By  Nancy  Walker 

Is  there  really  a  world  beyond 
the  narrow  confines  of  Boston’s 
Back  Bay?  Does  anything  happen 
outside  the  GCN  office  on 
Brom field  Street?  I  had  begun  to 
wonder,  casually  at  first,  then 
with  greater  and  greater  insist¬ 
ence.  People  had  left  our  staff  for 
a  place  called  “California”  and 
never  returned.  Perhaps  the  earth 
was  indeed  flat  and  they  had  gone 
too  far  and  fallen  off.  In  any  case, 
I  began  to  itch  with  longing  to  see 
strange  sights,  encounter  the  new, 
let  go  of  the  tightly  held  familiar. 

My  world  had  always  been 
restricted  to  the  Northeast.  I  had 
never  been  farther  .west  than 
Toronto,  or  farther  north.  I  had 
been  as  far  south  as  the  northern 
extremity  of  South  Carolina,  and 
I  had  been  as  far  east  as  you  can 
get  in  the  continental  United 
States.  The  Atlantic  Ocean  had 
always  been  within  smelling  dis¬ 
tance,  except  for  my  sojourn  in 
Toronto.  So,  at  a  rather  embar¬ 
rassingly  advanced  age  (I  won’t 
tell  you  exactly  what,  for  fear  of 
incurring  your  pity)  I.  was  still 
callowly  untraveled,  and  I  felt  it 
necessary  to  go  as  far  west  as  the 
country  went,  just  to  see  if  it  was 
really  there.  Besides,  I  kept 
hearing  and  reading  dire  predict¬ 
ions  about  the  eventual  sinking  of 
California  into  the  Pacific,  or 
worse  yet,  into  the  San  Andreas 
Fault,  by  way  of  an  earthquake 
which  is  constantly  about  to  take 
place. 

Those  of  you  who  have  the 
stamina  to  read  these  ramblings 
may  recall  that  my  sother  and  I 
had  purchased  an  antiquated  VW 
in  July  with  the  intention  of  driv¬ 
ing  it  across  the  country.  Well,  on 
Saturday,  August  4,  we  set  out 
upon  our  journey  of  discovery, 
she  still  unable  to  manage  the 
clutch,  and  I  still  unable  to  locate 
first-*  or  second  1  gear. 
The  car  itselt  protested  griev¬ 
ously,  demanding  a  new  clutch 
and  the  replacement  of  one  brake 
cylinder  before  we  could  even  get 
launched.  The  purchase  of  five 
new  tires,  I  suppose,  can  be  con¬ 
sidered  merely  incidental.  But, 
remember,  we  paid  only  $680  for 
this  headache  to  begin  with. 

It  is  difficult  to  convey  the 
ignorance  with  which  we  set  forth. 
We  blithely  assumed  it  would  be  a 
matter  of  no  difficulty  at  all  to 
drive  500  miles  a  day  and  still  see 
what  we  wanted  to  see,  do  what 
we  wanted  to  do  and  have  the  leis¬ 
ure  to  loll  about  motel  rooms, 
reading  books  (which  we  brought 
with  us)  and  playing  word  games 
(which  we  also  brought  with  us). 
Nothing,  of  course,  worked  out 
according  to  plan.  We  had  expect¬ 
ed  to  drive  during  daylight  hours 
and  rest  in  the  dark.  Somehow  we 
always  found  ourselves  doing  silly 
things  like  going  to  the  bathroom 
or  buying  junk  in  tourist  traps  or 
gawking  at  the  scenery  (I  fell  in 
love  with  mountains)  in  the  day 
time,  which  necessitated  driving  at 
night,  so  that  we  instantly  lost  all 
track  of  sane  scheduling,  wound 
up  sleeping  not  enough,  eating  too 
much  at  all  the  wrong  hours  (we 
had  a  complete  steak  dinner  in 
Texas  at  11  a.m.),  and  hardly  ever 
read  a  word  that  wasn’t  on  a  map 
or  in  an  AAA  Tour  Guide  or 
Triptik.  And  clear  across  the 
country  I  kept  yelling  at  her, 
“Shift,  put  the  clutch  in,  give  it 
gas.” 

On  the  first  day  out,  I  think  we 
managed  to  cover  about  200 
miles,  and  we  felt  like  Stanley,  lost 
and  longing  for  Livingston.  We 


arrived  dead-tired  in  the  town  of 
Maybrook,  NY,  and  found  a 
motel  at  1  a.m.,  where  the  woman 
on  the  desk  said,  “Wait  fifteen 
minutes.  I  think  they’re  almost 
through.”  Come  on.  I  thought  for 
sure  we  were  into  something  not 
quite  for  us.  But  we  survived  the 
night,  and  at  breakfast  the  next 
morning  we  read  about  an  earth¬ 
quake  in  San  Francisco.  “You 
see,”  said  I,  “God  never  meant  us 
to  get  there  after  all.  If  we  don’t 
hurry,  we’ll  miss  it.”  We  took  a 
copy  of  that  paper,  because  it 
mentioned  a  meeting  at  which  it 
was  decided  to  include  sexual 
orientation  in  an  antidiscrimina¬ 
tion  code  in  -  San  Francisco, 
despite  some  fundamentalist 
Christians  claiming  that  the  earth¬ 
quake  was  caused  by  you-know- 
what. 

Very  peculiar  and  totally  unex¬ 
pected  psychological  phenomena 
occur  when  you  move  through  long 
distances  in  short  times.  Y ou  forget 
what  year  it  is.  You  lose  all  sense 
of  time  as  a  familiar  process. 
Home  seems  light-years  and  civili¬ 
zations  away.  In  one  week  you 
experience  topographical 

alterations  too  grand  for  the  mind 
to  encompass.  You  move  from  the 
familiar  rolling  hills  of  New 
England,  through  similar  territory 
in  New  York  and  Pennsylvania, 
Ohio,  Illinois  and  Missouri.  You 
actually  cross  the  Mississippi 
River.  You  see  miles  of  corn  fields 
and  finally  hit  the  oil  fields  of 
Oklahoma. 

It  is  as  you  cross  into  New 
Mexico  that  the  first  totally  dif¬ 
ferent  scenery  strikes  you.  The 
purple  mesas,  those  huge,  flat- 
topped  mountains  so  exquisitely 
detailed  in  many  of  Willa  Cather’s 
novels,  are  just  suddenly  there. 
No  build  up,  nothing  gradual  to 
condition  you,  cushions  the 
impact  on  the  ocular  sense.  It  is 
breathtaking.  Shocking.  It  must 
be  photographed.  You  take  rolls 
and  rolls  of  pictures.  You  perspire 
incredibly.  It  is  so  hot  in  New 
Mexico  that  you  can  barely 
breathe,  but  you’re  not  quite  sure 
whether  it  is  truly  the  heat  or 
simply  your  reaction  to  the  colors, 
shapes  and  sizes  of  the  mesas.  You 
think  for  a  while  that  you  will  not 
get  beyond  New  Mexico.  Surely 
you  must  have  left  Boston  a  cen¬ 
tury  ago.  This  must  be  a  different 
world.  But  you  pull  yourself 
together  and  keep  on  going. 

On  our  very  loosely  planned 
itinerary,  the  first  major 
scheduled  stop  was  the  Grand 
Canyon.  For  that  you  have  to  get 
through  New  Mexico  and  into 
Arizona.  The  mountains  persist. 
So  does  the  heat.  And  you  are  get¬ 
ting  very  tired  from  accumulated 
loss  of  sleep.  You  find  it  difficult 
to  converse.  After  almost  17  years 
of  wanting  to  be  together  for  24 
hours  a  day,  we  finally  make  it, 
and  we  can’t  talk  to  each  other 
because  at  high  speeds  in  a  VW,  it 
is  impossible  to  talk  over  the 
sound  of  the  car.  It’s  like  riding 
inside  a  giant  egg  beater,  and, 
after  a  while,  we  feel  more  than  a 
little  scrambled. 

On  the  way  to  the  Canyon,  we 
discover  that  there  is  another  sig¬ 
nificant  attraction  —  The  Painted 
Desert  and  the  Petrified  Forest. 
Now,  being  a  movie  buff,  I  don’t 
give  too  much  of  a  damn  for 
painted  deserts,  but  petrified 
forests  conjure  up  images  of 
Humphrey  Bogart,  Bette  Davis 
and  Leslie  Howard,  so  we  go  off 
on  one  of  our  by  now  accustomed 
“side  trips.”  By  the  way,  as  we 


cross  the  country  from  east  to 
west,  we  keep  gaining  an  hour 
when  we  move  from  one  time  zone 
to  another.  So  we  never  know 
what  time  it  is,  and  we  frequently 
have  to  ask  waitresses  when  we  cat 
breakfast  (which  is  the  only  meal  I 
can  remember  ever  eating), 
“Where  are  we?”  They  always 
told  us,  but  some  of  them  looked 
at  us  rather  pityingly,  especially  if 
we  were  wearing  our  little  white 
hats,  which  look  somewhat  like 
sailors’  caps  with  the  brims  turned 
down.  We  use  them  either  to  pre¬ 
vent  sunstroke  when  outside  the 
car,  or  to  keep  the  wind  from 
'  blowing  our  hair  in  our  eyes  when 
in  the  car,  which  we  air- 
condition  by  opening  all  windows 
fully,  and  driving  like  hell, 
thereby  creating  gale  force  winds 
with  the  power  to  blind  us  if  our 
hair  is  loose  and  flapping  around. 
However  we  justify  the  hats,  we 
can’t  keep  from  looking  like  some 
strange,  unlettered  beings,  lost  in 
a  foreign  land. 

With  our  sublime  sense  of 
timing  and  perfect  planning,  we 
realized  that  in  order  to  get  to  the 
Grand  Canyon,  we  would  have  to 
go  to  the  Painted  Desert  and 
Petrified  Forest  (they  are  in  the 
same  National  Park)  very  early  in 
the  morning  and  skip  breakfast, 
which  we  grudgingly  did.  It  was 
just  as  we  entered  the  visitors 
information  building  at  Painted 
Desert  National  Park  that  we 
stumbled  into  Pacific  Time  and 
learned  that  we  had  saved  an  hour 
and  probably  could  have  eaten 
breakfast  after  all. 

It  was  staggeringly  hot,  hot 
beyond  anything  I  had  ever  exper¬ 
ienced,  even  in  my  imagination. 
She  said,  “It’s  dry  heat,”  mean¬ 
ing,  I  suppose,  that  the  humidity 
is  what  really  kills  you,  but,  as  I 
recall,  the  heat  in  a  3  50  “oven  is 
dry,  but  still  it  makes  the  bread 
rise.  I  could  feel  myself  turning  a 
delicious  golden-brown,  and 
expected  that  if  someone  had 
stuck  a  cake-tester  in  me,  it  would 
have  come  out  dry  too,  indicating 
that  I  was  finished. 

My  mood  was  appropriate  to 
the  temperature,  and,  naturally, 
before  I  could  even  enter  the 
information  building,  I  had  to 
make  my  ritual  trip  to  the  loo. 
When  I  locked  myself  in  the  stall, 
and  settled  upon  the  throne  of 
glory,  my  eyes  sought  the  comfort 
of  the  door  in  front  of  me  and 
there,  staring  brilliantly  back  at 
me  was  a  lavender  circle  saying, 
“A  Lesbian  Was  Here.”  Below  it 
someone  had  written,  “Good!  So 
was  a  heterosexual  —  Freedom  of 
Choice!!” 

There  must  have  been  a  dozen 
or  more  empty  and  available  con¬ 
veniences.  What  invisible  force  led 
me  to  just  the  one  that  would  lend 
zest  to  my  next  article?  What  maj¬ 
esty  creates  coincidences  worthy 
of  note,  to  save  my  poor  brain  the 
labor  of  thinking  up  things  to  say? 
Shortly  before  we  set  out  on  our 
Big  Adventure,  I  read  in  the  Read¬ 
er’s  Digest  (I  keep  it  in  the  bath¬ 
room  to  aid  the  process)  a  piece 
dealing  with  coincidence.  Its  thesis 
was  that  there  really  is  no  such 
thing  as  accidental  coincidence, 
that  things  that  make  sense,  but 
have  incredible  odds  against  their 
happening,  are  meant  to  be,  and 
come  to  pass,  not  in  a  random 
way,  but  by  design.  I  believe  that. 
We  experienced  a  number  of  such 
occurrences  during  our  frenzied 
gallop  across  this  land  of  ours, 
and  I  will  tell  you  of  them  in  the 
future. 
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That  first  “coincidence”  took 
the  edge  off  my  anger  about  the 
heat,  and  made  it  possible  for  my 
•  poor  sother  to  deal  with  me  during 
our  little  tour  of  the  Painted 
Desert  and  the  Petrified  Forest. 
PETRIFIED  —  think  about  it. 
Wood,  every  cell  of  which  was 
replaced  by  quartz  crystals,  turn¬ 
ing  it,  in  effect,  to  stone  that 
should  last  forever.  Whole  logs  of 
this  stuff  in  dazzling  colors,  lying 
in  Arizona  for  centuries.  We  were 
overwhelmed  by  the  silent  majes¬ 
ty  of  it  all.  But  still,  we  were  not 
ready  for  what  was  to  come. 

We  approached  the  Grand 
Canyon  late  in  the  afternoon  with 
the  sun’s  rays  tamed  sufficiently 
to  allow  for  relative  comfort. 
National  Parks  are  surely  a  great 
part  of  whatever  is  best  in  this 
country.  They  preserve  natural 
beauty  in  a  natural  state.  Their 
emphasis  is  upon  “minimum 
impact,”  allowing  human  beings 
to  corrupt  and  contaminate  the 
surroundings  as  little  as  possible. 
The  people  roaming  about  in  these 
places  were  either  tourists  from 
other  countries  who  arrived  in 
buses  and  left  the  same  way,  or 
serious  backpackers  determined  to 
hike  the  trails  and  achieve 
intimacy  with  tree  and  rock  and 
sky.  I  envied  and  admired  the 
latter,  though  1  knew  I  couldn’t 
hike  the  trails  or  climb  the  mount¬ 
ains. 

Nothing  prepared  us  for  the 
canyon.  Nothing,  not  even  the 
mesas  of  New  Mexico  nor  the 
Painted  Desert  nor  the  Petrified 
Forest.  The  first  sight  of  the  can¬ 
yon  blasts  a  new  dimension  into 
the  psyche.  We  had  seen 
photographs  of  the  canyon.  We 
had  seen  it  in  movies.  But  seeing  it 
“live”  is  a  religious  experience.  It 
is  BIG,  but  beyond  our  normal 
concept  of  size.  It  is  high,  wide 
and  deep,  deep,  deep.  And  the 
colors,  ever  changing  with  the 
light,  are  constantly  attempted  by 
artists,  but  impossible,  I  should 
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think,  to  achieve.  Most  of  all, 
when  you  see  this  marvel  of 
mountain,  this  natural  wonder  so 
vast  and  varied,  you  expect  a 
symphony  of  sound,  some  “Hal- 
.lelujah  Chorus”  to  accompany  its 
grandeur,  yet  all  is  still;  all  is 
silent.  The  peace  and  quiet  as  the 
sun  goes  down  over  the  canyon  is 
a  gift  I  wish  I  could  offer  all  of 
you.  If  the  great  powers  of  the 
world  could  spend  24  hours  in  the 
Grand  Canyon,  war  should  for¬ 
ever  cease .  .  . 

We  tried  to  get 
accommodations  so  that  we  could 
spend  the  night  in  the  Canyon, 
but  there  was  no  room  at  the  Inn. 
We  attended  a  fireside  chat  given 
by  a  young  ranger,  who  happened 
to  be  a  woman.  We  found  many 
women  in  what  once  would  have 
been  exclusively  male  jobs,  and 
were  quite  delighted,  especially 
because  these  women  were  so 
good  at  what  they  were  doing. 
They  knew  the  answers  to  all  our 
questions,  and  the  presentations 
they  gave  were  both  entertaining 
and  informative.  That  evening  we 
heard  an  extemporaneous 
discussion  of  slides  showing  the 
flora  and  fauna  at  different  levels 
in  the  canyon.  It  was  fascinating. 
It  had  also  grown  pitch  dark,  and 
we,  city  slickers  that  we  are,  had 
not  taken  a  flashlight  from  the 
car,  which  we  had  left  God  knew 
where,  when  we  took  a  bus  to  the 
lecture. 

We  asked  the  speaker,  when  the 
talk  was  over,  how  to  get  a  bus 
back  to  the  car.  She  told  us,  but 
the  bus  driver  said  he  was  not 
going  that  far,  and  left  us  off  in 
total  night.  He  pointed  in  the  dir¬ 
ection  we  were  to  take,  and  then 
vanished.  So,  by  the  light  of  moon 
and  stars,  in  the  incomparable 
stillness  of  the  canyon,  we  felt,' 
more  than  saw,  our  way  back  to 
the  car. 

The  canyon  at  night  is  like  a 
sleeping  giant,  but  not  of  the  “fee 
fi  fo  fum”  sort.  It  is  a  gentle  giant 


of  unspeakable  majesty.  We  were 
awed  and  silent  ourselves  .  .  . 
until  we  got  into  the  car  and  dis¬ 
covered  that  in  the  dark,  all  roads 
look  pretty  much  alike,  and  we 
didn’t  know  how  the  hell  to  get 
out  of  there  and  continue  on  our 
way. 

It  took  us  quite  a  frustrating 
while,  but  we  finally  found  an 
exit.  We  were  not  to  sleep  that 
night  because  the  next  bit  of 
territory  that  had  to  be  traversed 
was  the  Mojave  Desert.  Knowing 
nothing  at  all  about  the  desert,  we 
believed  the  triptik  that  warned 
not  to  cross  it  in  the  extreme  heat 
of  the  day  between  11  a.m.  and  4 
p.m.  There  is  nothing,  no  gas  sta¬ 
tion,  no  rest  stop  (translate 
“toilet”),  no  nothing  for  one 
hundred  miles  as  you  go  through 
the  desert,  so  you  are  well  advised 
to  take  water  in  the  car  with  you 
and  be  sure  you  have  a  full  gas 
tank.  We  did  all  that,  but  our  tim¬ 
ing  was  again  cockeyed. 

If  we  crossed  the  desert  in  the 
dark,  we  would  not  be  able  to  see 
it,  and  since  we  had  never  seen  a 
desert,  we  wanted  to  see  it.  But  we 
wanted  to  avoid  the  heat.  We  also 
had  very  limited  time  (we  never 
had  enough  time  to  see  the  things 
we  wanted  to  see).  We  decided  to 
try  to  go  across  at  dawn.  The 
desert  would  be  cool  and  visible  at 
the  same  time.  The  catch  was  that 
in  order  not  to  lose  a  whole  day, 
we  would  have  to  drive  all  night, 
from  the  canyon,  which  we  left  at 
about  11  p.m.,  to  the  desert.  We 
slept  in  the  car,  snuggled  up 
against  a  mountain,  for  a  couple 
of  hours,  and  arrived  at  the  desert 
at  7  a.m.  We  expected  it  to  be 
ominous  and  foreboding.  It  was 
neither. 

I  will  tell  you  what  it  was,  and 
how  it  affected  us,  and  how 
California  did  not  sink  into  the 
sea  after  all,  in  the  next  install¬ 
ment  of  these  travels,  which  are 
not  Gulliver’s,  but  just  as  fantast¬ 
ical  .  .  . 


Do  something  rewarding.  Volunteer  a  few  hours 
to  help  others  in  need.  For  more  information  call 
ACCESS  at  876-9455  between  9  a.m.  and  10  p.m. 

Share  a  little  bit  of  yourself  and  make  the 
worjd  a  better  place.  Become  an  ACCESS 
volunteer.  Call  876-9455. 


CAMBRIDGE 

DENTAL  ASSOCIATES  INC. 

is  pleased  to  announce  that 

Dr.  Leslie  Zide,  D.M.D. 

and 

Dr.  Mary  Tavares,  D.M.D. 

have  joined  our  expanded  facility  for  the  practice  of  family  dentistry. 
857  Massachusetts  Avenue,  Cambridge,  Mass.  492-8210 
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Snyder  &  Weinstein 

Attorneys  and  Counselors  at  Law 
Gay  Civil  Rights,  Commercial,  Criminal, 
Constitutional  Consultation  and  Litigation 
Cohabitation  Contracts — Gay  Issues  Lectures 

240  COMMERCIAL  STREET  573  MAPLE  STREET 
BOSTON,  MASS.  02109  MANCHESTER,  N.H.  03104 
TEL.  (617)  227-8000  TEL.  (603)  669-3363 


24  Shore  Road 
Ogunqult.  Maine 
1207}  646,2181 
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Traditional  accommodations  &  efficiencies 
Blending  convenience,  comfort  &  conviviality 


The  Finest  in  X-Rated  All  Male 
Movies  is  Now  in  Both  Cinemas  1&  2 
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New  Show  Each  Week 


Boston's  Best  Aft  Mate  Show! 


THE  GAY  GUY’S  GUIDE 


.STATION  423-4340 


-  DIRECT  FROM  NEW  YORK  - 

ARTE  BRESSON'S 
"FORBIDDEN  LETTERS" 


"HIGH  RIDERS" 
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"HOUSE  OF  SIR” 


GAY  ^-HEALTH  -‘-LESBIAN 


At  the  Fenway  Community  Health  Center  we  look  out 
for  our  brothers  and  sisters. 

Gynecology,  colds,  VD,  hypertension,  nutrition  .  .  . 
For  young  &  old. 

By  lesbian  &  gay  male  medical  providers. 

By  appointment  Mon.-Fri.  days  and  Mon.  evening. 
Walk-in  VD  session  Wed.  6:30-8  p.m. 

FENWA?  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  (617)  267-7573 
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JUST  FRIENDS 


GM  BUDDHIST  SEEKS  FRIENDS 
I  enjoy  running,  cycling,  ski-touring, 
nature,  travel,  psychology,  math, 
science.  I  would  like  to  explore  art, 
music,  theatre,  sailing,  flying.  Non- 
smokers  only.  Call  after  6pm  (61 7)  i 
353-1807.  Rick. _  (13) 


ACCOMPANIST  WANTED 
GM  singer/songwriter  seeks  pianist 
&/or  guitarist  to  accompany  me  on  my 
personal  songs  &  others  for  performing 
&  musical  growth.  Call  Jonny  at 
776-2217. _  (10) 


GAY  ROSICRUCIANS 
I  am  a  member  of  the  Rosicruclan  Order 
AMORC.  Would  like  to  know  of  other 
gay  Rosicrucians  in  the  Boston  area. 
Write  Tom  Federico,  151  Read  St.,  Win- 
throp.MA  02152. _ (12) 


Hearing  GF  30s  just  beginning  ASL 
seeks  extremely  patient  deaf  GF  for 
friendship  and  lots  of  help.  Enjoy 
sports.  Boston  area.  GCN  Box  119.  (10) 


PERSONALS 


MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
At  least  disaster  waited 
Till  we  were  close  to  home 
As  if  collapse  were  fated 
It  had  to  come,  It  had  to  come. 

But  we  tested  the  emergency  equipment 
Didn't  we?  All  my  love,  Porcupine 


UNO  UNO  UNO 
Thanks  for  card  and  good  wishes.  Car 
laid  up,  don't  know  what  will  happen 
next.  Mostly  exhausted  and  missing 
you. 


ALLEN  . 

We  met  Sunday  at  GAU  meeting,  and 
talked  afterwards.  Would  like  to  contact 
you.  Please  write  GCN  Box  118. 

Don.  (10) 


SUSAN  DAWN!  RELEASE  IT  —  RAH 
It's  me  Chrischeena  —  I  love  you  and 
your  rainbow  eyes  and  warm  smiles.  I 
want  to  hold  you  every  night  and  watch 
the  stars!  MMM,  smooches  to  you  I’m 
so  in  love  with  you  . . .  Tomatoes,  jelly- 
fish,  unicorns  and  doves  DIDA.  (10) 


R  U  A  GAY-BiM  ON  CAPE  COD 
I  wish  2  meet  same  4  mutual  enj’ment. 
Social  group  2  start,  2  replies  so  far  for 
guys  18  to  38,  y  not  unite  and  write  Box 
1614,  Orleans,  MA  02653. _ (11) 


GCN  Box  83 

Please  contact  Nancy  Walker  with  your: 
name  and  address.  I  never  got  the  info, 
and  you  have  tons  of  mail  here.  I  don't 
even  know  if  you  want  it  forwarded,  and 
if  so,  where.  Call  or  write,  PLEASE! 

Do  you  know  how  you're  getting  to 
Washington  on  October  14?  Do  you 
know  where  you're  sleeping?  Do  you 
know  where  you'll  meet  your  friends 
from  all  over  the  country?  Be  there  — 
Be  counted  —  Oct.  14! 
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MOST  EXCLUSIVE  CLUB  IN  TOWN 

That’s  right!  You  can  join  the  frantic,’ 
funny,  fabulous,  group  of  men  and 
women  who  have  the  rare  privilege  of 
folding  and  stuffing  the  paper  at  the 
GCN  offices  on  Friday  nights.  Come 
early  and  reserve  your  own  special 
place  to  "stuff  It." _ 

Man,  35,  Ikng  4  healthy,  happy  physical¬ 
ly  fit  guy,  probly  ynger,  4  something  Ing- 
Istng.  Things  I  like:  Building  and! 
‘making  things,  wilderness  canoeing, i 
music,  art,  swimming,  kids,  dogs, 
horses,  Ice  cream,  TV,  movies,  bks.j 
being  w/friends,  being  alone,  loving,; 
talking,  laughing,  staying  home,  going 
out,  the  city,  the  bush.  Don’t  like: 
Cruising,  bars,  pickles,  strobe  lights, 
chrome  &  glass  furniture,  using  a  want- 
ad  to  meet  someone.  Considered  at¬ 
tractive,  6 ',  180,  personable,  reasonably 
bright,  versatile,  warm,  Independent,' 
stable.  Photo  not  essential,  but  would 
be  appreciated.  Bob  Williams,  Box  362^ 
Station  K,  Toronto,  Canada. _ | 


If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  box  number 
In  any  of  our  ads,  send  to  GCN  Class! 

fleds,  Box _ ,  22  Bromfleld  St.,  Bos 

ton,  MA  02108. 


Landscaping  and  gardening,  experi¬ 
enced  In  all  types  of  landscape  work 
Phone  Bob  Toscano  (617)  267-6188. 

(40) 

NH  GAY  COUNSELING 
Growth  and  crisis  —  men  and  women. 
Individual,  couple  and  family.  Lyn 
Foley,  Judy  Sigler,  both  MSW,  ACSW. 
By  app't  only.  (603)  224-5600.  Concord. 


LESBIAN  COUPLES 
Established  lesbian  couples  with  a  few 
troublesome  problems?  Jill  Stewart, 
Lesbian  Feminist  counselor;  first  ses¬ 
sion  free.  666-2778 _ (15) 


COUPLES  COUNSELING 
For  men  who  want  to  work  together  on 
their  relationship.  Jill  Stewart,  lesbian 
counselor;  first  session  free.  666-2778. 

(10 


GAY  WOMEN  WRITE/MEET  WITH 
confidentiality  (by  code)  &  supportive^ 
ness  through  'The  Wishing  Well'  maga¬ 
zine  and  services.  Intro,  copy  $3.  Also 
offering  Feb  '80  Hawaiian  Holiday.  Bro- 
chures.  Box  664,  Novato,  CA  94947.  (14) 


THERAPY  GROUP  FOR  GAY  MEN 
is  now  forming  to  deal  with  issues  of 
intimacy,  relationships,  and  gay  self- 
image.  Call  628-8286  and  leave  mes- 
sage  for  Jim  Fishman,  MSW. _ (9) 


GAY  MEN 

Social  Support  Groups 
now  forming. 

For  info.  &  application 

CALL:  876:0305 
10  AM  —  8  PM 


GAY  MEN’S  THERAPY  GROUP 
Beginning,  has  openings. 

David  Sell  Associates  536-2665 
David  Sell,  M.D.  —  Director. 

GAY  AND  DRINKING? 

The  Homophlle  Alcohol  Treatment 
Service  offers  individual,  group, 
counseling  for  gays,  including  hearing 
Impaired.  80  Boylston  St.,  Boston. 
426-5208. _ | _  (c) 


Cape  GWM  sks  masc  friend  20s  gd  Iks 
athlt  bod,  am  same,  want  2  share  gd 
times,  nture,  music,  sex,  smoke  4  this 
winter.  Box  1614,  Orleans,  MA  02653. 

(10) 


SERVICES 


AGREEMENT  OF  TOGETHERNESS 
Guide  to  save  (or  Improve)  a  relation¬ 
ship.  Beautiful  original  certificate 
17'x14'  —  ideal  for  display.  Send  only, 
$5  (money-back  guarantee).  ONE  EM-1 
BRACE,  Dept.  CN,  GPO  2362,  NY  10001. 

_  m 


ARE  YOU  LONELY?  N.  SHORE 
Attr.  blond  GWM  5 ' 1 1 ' 33  yrs  old  seeks 
same  to  40  yrs  old  for  friend,  lover?  You 
don’t  have  to  be  an  adonis  just  be  aver- 1 
age  attr,  honest,  sincere,  masc,  thin 
clrcum,  No  S&M,  or  B&D.  Full  discre¬ 
tion  assured.  Please  write  GCN  Box  99 

Prof  GWF  28  loves  nature,  country  life 
and  arts.  Attractive  and  nurturing. 
Seeks  same  25-35  for  lasting 
relationship.  GCN  Box  108. _ (10) 


ATTENTION  VERMONT  GAYS! 
Interested  in  forming  a  gay  people’s  or¬ 
ganization  In  this  area  for  so¬ 
cial/support  and/or  political  action? 
Contact  VT  Lambda,  Box  743,  Burl 
05402.  _ _ (10) 


N.H. 

Lesbian  feminist  age  40  seeks  genteel 
companion.  No  drugs.  GCN  Box  109. 

(ID 


GM  22  seeks  same/older  for  a  real 
friendship.  I  like  film,  good  books,  stlm 
conversation,  dancing  and  a  few 
laughs.  Look,  compt.,  decisive,  GCN 
Box  120. _ (12) 


GWM  28,  think  gd  Ikng,  mostly  conserv¬ 
ative  but  always  fun,  sks  similar  guy  for 
frndshp,  sex,  Hvrd  Sq  area.  P.O.  Box 
506, 310  Franklin  St.  Bos  021 10.  (10) 


Less  than  a  month  until  the  march 
We  watch  the  trains  and  buses  fill. 

Will  you  be  there  to  show  our  strength? 
Will  you  be  there  to  push  our  bill? 

GET  YOUR  RESERVATIONS  NOW! 


GWF  50  seek  GF  to  share  love,  rad  pol, 
classical  mus,  theatre,  bks.  Race,  relig 
unimp.  Nr  Bos.  GCN  Box  114. _ (14) 


WF  27  finding  It  hard  to  meet  women 
close  to  Boston.  I  have  lots  of  interests 
Incl  some  sports,  dance,  bars,  but  am  a 
homebody  too.  GCN  Box  115. _ (10) 


GREGG  AND  HARRY 

Did  you  get  our  card???  Wish  we  could 
have  seen  you  again.  But  it  was  good  to 
see  you  If  only  for  a  little  while.  Thank 
Rob  for  his  sweetness. 


TEAROOM  TRADE 
GCN  writer  researching  a  non-judg 
mental  article  on  tearoom  activity 
wishes  to  contact  gay  men,  particularly 
In  Boston  or  New  England,  who  are 
willing  to  share  information  and 
experiences,  good  or  bad,  of  this  type 
of  sexual  activity.  Anonymity  guaran 
teed.  Contact  GCN  Box  70. _ (c 


WOMEN’S  SUBURBAN 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  SERVICES 

INDIVIDUAL  AND  COUPLE 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  AND  REFERRAL. 

-Hr  win,  ffrtrr  hints,  m4  tariff* t. 

(617)861-8824  Lexington,  Mon 


MARRIED  MEN’S  GROUP 
A  3-month  group  forming  which  will 
focus  on  issues  and  needs  of  gay/bi 
men  married  to  women.  Call  Francis 
Giambrone  489-3150  day,  661-2032  eve. 
_ (12) 

Gay  men,  therapy  for  individuals  ano 
couples.  Help  with  lifestyle,  jealousy 
and  relationships.  Institute  for  Rational 1 
Living.  739-5063. _ (16) 

PATHWAYS 

For  lesbian  and  gay  men  in  relation¬ 
ships,  Mass  Bay  Counseling  presents  a 
four-week  seminar  on  gay  couples.  For 
more  Information,  contact  Frank  Ring, 
965-1311. _ _ (13)1 


Need  help  with  fall  clean-up?  Window 
wash,  gutters,  cellars,  yards,  painting, 
etc.  You  provide  equip  and  I  the  work  at 
savings  to  you.  Cambridge,  Somerville, 
Watertown,  Belmont  area.  354-5567.  (9) 

THERAPEUTIC  MASSAGE 
Non-sexual  healing  massage.  Shiatsu 
(acupressure)  &  Western  techniques. 
Call  Mick  Hazen  (617)  522-9164.  (12) 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING. 

Newton  Comer,  Meet,  (oft  the  Pike) 
(617)965-1311  forappt. 


CALL  NOW:  MASS  BAY  ANNOUNCES 
Fall  openings  in  gay  men's  therapy 
group.  Meetings  held  Monday  nights  at 
7:30pm.  For  information,  contact  Frank 
Ring,  965-1311.  _ (15) 


Announces  New  Hours  alter  Oct.  1 , 1979 
Mon.-Fri.  9am-5pm 

Wed.  9am-7pm 

Sat.  1-1am-2pm 

739  Boylston  St.,  Suite  407 
247-1832 


PROFESSIONAL  SERVICES  FOR 
WOMEN 

Individual,  couple,  and  group 
counseling.  Specializing  in  concerns  of 
women.  (401)  351-2077,  Providence,  Rl 
_ (10) 

CHAIR  CANING 

Quality  seat  weaving  by  faggot  fin¬ 
gers.  See  ad  this  issue  for  10%  off  445- 
1435  _ (exc) 

INTERIOR  EXCAVATIONS 
For  all  your  carpentry  needs,  outside 
too,  call  Ginny  Hodgdon.  787-9583.  (10). 


FOR  SALE 


12  STRING  GUITAR 
Yahama  FG-230.  Excellent  condition 
$150  or  best  offer.  Call  Kim  at  391-2033, 
evenings. 


INSTRUCTION 


Tutoring  for  women  who  want  to  learn 
about  basic  science  and/or  the  political 
aspects  of  technology  such  as  nukes.  I 
especially  enjoy  helping  women  over¬ 
come  our  socially  inbred  fear  of  sci¬ 
ence  and  math.  Anni  Waterflow 
261-1022.  (6) 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Classified  Ad  deadline  is  Tuesday  noon  (prior  to  Sun¬ 
day  publication). 

All  ads  must  be  paid  in  advance.  No  ads  accepted  by 
phone.  Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  Gay 
Community  News,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 
02108. 

Since  we  are  distributed  nationwide,  please  include  your 
area  code  if  your  ad  includes  a  telephone  number. 

Non-business:  $3.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters 
per  line);  each  additional  line  25  cents.  Headlines 
are  50  cents  per  week  for  25  characters. 

Business  (if  you  charge  money  for  a  service,  you  are  a 
business):  $4.00  per  week  for  4  liries  (35  characters 
per  line)  and  50  cents  for  each  additional  line.  Head¬ 
lines  are  $1.00  for  25  characters. 

If  you  wish  to  pick  up  your  mail  at  the  GCN  office: 
Our  hours  are  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  Monday  through 
Friday. 

There  is  a  charge  of  $1.00  for  a  phone  number  included 

,  in  a  Personal  ad. 

Box  numbers  are  available  at  $1.00  for  6  weeks  if  you 
pick  up  your  mail.  If,  however,  you  wish  your  mail 
forwarded,  the  rate  is  $3.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  is 
forwarded  at  the  end  of  the  3rd  and  6th  weeks.  If 
you  want  mail  forwarded  for  a  3  month  period  a 
$5.00  charge  will  be  made  for  the  additional  time. 


Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  run _ 

Please  circle  one  of  the  following  ad  categories: 


APARTMENTS 
JOBS  OFFERED 


JUST  FRIENDS 
MOVERS 


PERSONALS 
REAL  ESTATE 


ROOMMATES 


Headlines_ 


FOR  SALE 

JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 


LOST  &  FOUND 
ORGANIZATIONS 


PRISONERS 

RESORTS 


INSTRUCTION 
JOBS  WANTED 


MISCELL. 

PENPALS 


PUBLICATIONS 


SERVICES 


RIDES 

WANTED 


_at  $_ 


First  4  lines_ 


_at  $_ 


_per  wk.  $_ 
_per  wk.  $_ 


Each  additional  line  at  $_ 


_per  wk.  $_ 


Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $1.00/6  weeks 
Forward  Box  No.  at  $3.00/6  weeks 
Phone  Number  in  Personals  at  $1 .00 
3  months  forwarding  at  $5.00 


Name 


TOTAL  ENCLOSED . $_ 

Please  Print  Neatly 

_ City _ State 


Address 


Zip 


Phone 


Signature 


Account  No. 


Expiration  Date 


□  VISA 

□  MASTER  CHARGE 


A  LESBIAN-FEMINIST  PHOTOG 
Group  to  start  In  Oct.  Exch  idea,  crits, 
tech  knowledge  &  dk  room  space.  Give 
ea  other  encouragement  &  support. 
Maybe  work  on  group  profs.  For  experi¬ 
enced  photographers.  Call  Nadine 
547-5849  in  Camb. _ (10) 


ROOMMATES 


GM  seek  one  GM  to  share  nice  2  br  apt 
in  Johnson,  VT.  $90+ util.  Available 
Sept.  1.  GCN  Box  111 _ (10) 

Quiet  prof  male  wanted  to  shre  large  5 
room  apt  in  Jamaica  Plain.  Near  Pkway 
and  MBTA.  Write  to  Bob,  GCN  Box  112. 
_ (10) 

GWM  30  seeks  mature  respnsible  GM 
to  share  Ig  8  rm  Victorian  duplex.  Bored 
with  chancy  nltelife  and  want  1  to  1 
relationship  with  like  interests.  Am 
serious  individual.  Only  sincere  need 
apply,  after  5.  $120/mo.  (603)  692-2677. 

_ -  _ (ID 

GM  29  prof  seeks  apt  to  share  or  find 
Boston/Cambridge.  Quiet,  independent, 
sens  humor.  723-3187.  8am  of  11pm 
best  as  I  work  2  jobs:  Vince _ (9) 

INTIMATE  GROUP  LIVING 
I  seek  2  to  5  men  &  women  interested  in 
forming  mutually-dedicated  supportive 
family.  BIWM  31,  6’.  175  lbs.  Write 
GCN  Box  105  _ (10), 

Seeking  Indpendent  lesbian  26+  to 
share  a  large  3  bdr  apt  in  JP  triple- 
decker  near  Gr  and  Or  T.  Reasonable 
rent  524-7187. _ (11) 

To  share:  Ige  2-3  bdrm  apt  in  JP 
w/frlendly,  clean  responsible  male.  I’m 
schoolworker  and  would  like  M  or  F  w/ 
or  w/out  child  to  share  space.  No  to- 
bacco.  Glen  426-6660  or  522-2320.  (10) 

GF  27  &  cat  seek  GF  to  share  sunny 
tobacco-free  2  bdrm  apt  on  North 
Shore.  Rent  90  plus  utilities.  Call 
922-4548.  (10) 

GF  seeks  GF  to  share  apt,  $150  plus 
utilities.  Brockton  area.  Call  Barb  any- 
time.  586-8733,  heat  included. _ (11) 

Male  roommate  wanted  for  3  bdrm  apt 
near  Kenmore  Sq.  $130  plus  elec.  Call 
Jim  at  247-3868  after  Sept.  23.  Serious, 
platonic  replies  only. _  (10) 


F  seeks  same  to  share  5  rm  w/driveway 
in  JP.  Near  T  lines,  Arboretum.  $80  + 
utils.  Call  Caryl  522-4863  before  2pm  &  • 
we’ll  talk. _ (10) 


2  GM  seek  M  or  F  to  share  apt  in  Central 
Sq.  Sm  bedrm,  $100/mo  (incl  ht  &  hw)  & 
sec.  dept.  Conv.  location.  Call  547-8647 
betw  9  &  4  any  day.  Imm  occ. _ (10) 

GBM  23  prof,  PT  stu,  smkr  sks  indepen¬ 
dent  gay  hsehld  in  Back  Bay-Beacon 
Hill  area.  Can  pay  $200  + util.  Call 
367-9384  after  5.  Keep  trying,  thanx.  (12) 

Gay  Man,  sense  of  humor,  politically 
active  but  very  unorthodox,  loves  Berto¬ 
lucci,  Toni  Morrison  and  Victorian  novel 
needs  roommate  for  inexpensive  Cen¬ 
tral  Sq.  apt.  Call  Taffy  876-4818  or 
566-9750.  _ (IP) 


GWM  25  seeks  GM  to  share  2  bdrm  apt 
in  Wakefield  $135/mo  heat  Inc.  Call 
John  (617)  245-4674. _ (11) 


GM  would  like  GF  or  GM  for  roommate 
close  to  Clark  Univ.  in  Worcester.  Share 
expenses.  Non-smoker  wanted.  Call 
Joe  at  (617)  755-0462. _ (10) 


GWF  own  home  looking  for  single  or 
GF  couple  to  share  home  In  country. 
Car  a  must.  Discreet,  clean,  friendly. 
$40  s,  $60  couple.  Call  (603)  394-7623 
eves.  Located  South  NH,  one  hour  Bos¬ 
ton _ _ _ (10) 


Man  needed  for  veg,  collective  house  in 
Jamaica  Plain.  We  are  4F,  3M  ages  9  to 
38.  Into  social  change,  personal  growth, 
emotional  support.  One  year  commit¬ 
ment.  No  cigs,  pets.  About  $130  per 
month.  Call  522-1081. _ (11) 


Quiet  prof  male  wanted  to  share  large  5 
room  apt  in  Jamaica  Plain.  Near  pkway 
and  MBTA.  Bob  522-3148.  (10) 


APARTMENTS 


Three  room  apartment  for  rent  on  quiet 
street,  first  floor  $1 15/mo  plus  heat  and 
utilities.  Call  Patrick  442-9514,  (10) 

NAHANT  —  BLOCK  FROM  OCEAN 
Attic  apt  5  rms  cooking  facilities  avail. 
Lush  grounds  &  woods,  $350  inc  util. 
Also  bsmt  studio  w/kit  &  fireplace, 
$215.  Part  of  estate.  227-6969.  25  mins 
to  Boston.  Should  have  car. _ (10) 

Three  rm  apts  completely  renovated, 1 
wall  to  wall  carpet.  New  appliances.! 
$250/mo  incl  heat.  Brockton  So.  End. 
584-4300  or  587-1800.  _ (9) 


MOVERS 


Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Licensed  and  insured.  Reliable 
Experienced 

_ 661-2958.  (11K-  . 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 
Licensed— tn*u  red— Professional 
24  hrsJday-7  days/wfc.-No  O.T.  charges. 
Lobal  Jobs-Local  Rates.  354-2184 


GRANDMOTHERS  HELPERS 
Moving?  Then  we  can  be  of  assistance. 
All  size  trucks  with  pads  &  dollies. 
Careful,  prompt  &  understanding.  Just 
call  8  ask  for  Granny  864-0844,  (13) 
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JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 


Exec  Dir  —  Phila  Lesbian/Gay  organiza¬ 
tion.  Fund-raising,  proposal  writing, 
polltical/comm’ty  organizing.  $12,000 
slry/benefits  pkg.  Send  resume  by  10/15 
to:  PLGTF,  3601  Locust  Walk,  Phila,  PA 
19104. _ (13) 

The  House  needs  restaurant  help,  a 
handyman  &  housekeeper.  Tony 
783-5701  or  783-5131. _ (1_1> 

GWM  in  Brockton  area  looking  for  a 
houseboy  and  worker  to  live-in,  and 
work  with  me  doing  carpenter  work. 
Write  GCN  Box  113. _ (10) 

Need  helper.  No  experience  necessary. 
Non-smoker-drinker.  No  drugs.  Thru  De¬ 
cember.  Resort  area.  $1 20/week.  Free 
private  room,  1  (603)  431-5661.  (10) 

$750  WEEKLY  POSSIBLE 
In  your  spare  time  at  home.  Stuffing 
1000  envelopes.  For  details  rush  25« 
and  stamped  envelope  to:  RC  ENTER¬ 
PRISES,  P.O.  Box  1241-GCN,  NYC 
10019.  (12) 


WOMEN  TO  WASHINGTON  MARCH 
Women  interested  in  transportation 
and  accommodations  for  march  on 
Wash.  Contact  Box  358,  W.  Yarmouth, 
MA  02673  (61 7)  771-3835  (7) 


THE  HOUSE  BOSTON 
Guest  Rooms— Ngtly  Rates 
Furn  Rooms  &  Apts— Wkly  Rates 
Restaurant  &  Bar 
(617)  783-5701—5131  (35) 


WANTED 


WHAT  SIZE  DO  YOU  HAVE? 

3x5?  That's  what  we’re  looking  for!  File 
cabinets  for  3x5  cards,  preferably  in 
rows  of  3  (to  fit  in  with  the  ones  we  al¬ 
ready  have)  Call  Mike  at  426-4469  if 
you’ve  got  anyl _ (c) 

WANTED  TO  BUY  —  10  SPEED 
Foreign-make  bicycle.  Call  Jil  426-4469. 

_ , _ (£) 


RESORTS 


LOVE  FALL  P-TOWN  NOW  $10 
P-Town  is  open,  bars,  shops, 
beaches!!!  CARL’S  GUEST  HOUSE, 
now  til  Oct.  28!  Pvt.  rooms  $10  up.  UG 
Student  Dorm  $6.  68  Bradford  St.  Prov- 
incetown,  487-1650  (15) 

THE  PALMS  OF  KEY  WEST 
Extend  your  summer.  Stay  at  our 
friendly  oldtown  guesthouse.  Very 
private  tropical  terrace  &  pool.  820 
White  St.,  Key  West,  FL  33040  (305) 
,294-3146. _ (11) 


PROVINCETOWN  IN  THE  FALL 
Quiet  and  restful,  come  stay  at  the 
Watership  Inn,  P.O.  Box  918,  Province- 
town.  Rates  40%  reduction.  Free  conti¬ 
nental  breakfast!  Near  beach,  restau- 
rants  and  discos.  (617)  487-0094.  (13) 


JOBS  WANTED 


Light  housekeeping  done  by  reliable 
person.  Reasonable  rates,  references. 
Call  Patrick  442-9514.  _  (10) 


RIDES 


MARCH  ON  DC  WITH  US! 

3  guys  seek  4th  to  share  car  rental  & 
motel  for  4-day  trip.  Lv  10/12  eve,  ret 
10/16  eve.  Around  $85  not  Incl  food  & 
sightseeing.  Call  Bob  or  Joe  evenings 
(617)266-2943. _ 01) 


PRISONERS 


ATTENTION 

If  you  are  harassed  as  a  result  of  an  ad 
placed  In  QCN  classifieds,  please  let  us 
know  the  name,  address,  etc.  of  the 
person  Involved  and  we  will  take  ap¬ 
propriate  action. 

We  get  many  requests  from  gays  in 
prison  to  put  pen  pal  ads  in  for  them. 
Limited  space  prevents  us  from  print¬ 
ing  as  many  of  these  ads  as  we  would 
like  to,  since  the  prisoners  do  not  have 
the  funds  to  pay  for  their  ads.  We  will 
print  more  if  anyone  out  there  is  willing 
to  contribute.  For  each  $3  we  receive 
we  can  print  one  more  pen  pal  ad.  Send 
checks  to  Penpals,  GCN  Box  k92.  (c) 

ATTENTION  PRISONERS 
If  you  want  us  to  print  your  ads,  please 
write  very  neatly  and  plainly.  Print  or 
use  typewriter  If  possible.  Fancy,  small 
or  closely-packed  writing  Is  unreadable 
and  letters  so  written  will  be  discarded 
from  now  on. 

19,  bind  h,  5 '6",  145,  grn  e,  gay,  like 
writing,  reading,  dancing,  travel.  Born  in 
Paris,  getting  out  soon,  need  place  to 
live,  someone  who  loves  sex  and  is  very 
concerned.  If  this  is  you,  pis  write. 
Earine  Jackson  040088,  P-2-N-8,  P.O. 
Box  747,  Starke,  FL  32091 . _ (11) 

25,  5  '8\  135,  brn  h,  bl  e.  Looking  for 
that  special  person  to  build  a  relation¬ 
ship.  Ronal  Cook  051016,  A-90-B,  P.O. 
Box  667,  Bushnell,  FL 33513. (11) 


Bind,  bl  e,  22  seek  honest  sincere  cor¬ 
respondents.  Raymond  H.  Goforth 
061631,  G-433,  P.O.  Box  158,  Lowell,  FL 
32663. _ (11) 

WM,  25,  5 '11',  155,  bind  h,  grn  e.  Earl 
McDonald  A-056892,  FSD  23-3108.  P.O. 
Box  747,  Starke,  FL  32091. _ (11) 

BM  5 '8',  31,  no  prejudices,  out  in  6 
mos.  Need  friendship  upon  release. 
Robt  Speth  148-170,  P.O.  Box  511, 
Columbus,  OH  43216.  (11) 

College  student  seeks  serious  mean¬ 
ingful  relationship  with  individual(s) 
who  care  to  start  developing  alliance 
thru  correspondence.  Will  ans  all,  pis 
enclose  recent  photo.  Chuckie  Davis 
149-845,  P.O.  Box  45699,  Lucasville,  OH 
45699. _ (11) 

Former  model,  20s,  educated  &  some¬ 
what  traveled,  ac/dc  male  desire  corres. 
Steve  Sutherlln  B-030162,  P.O.  Box 
158-6,  Lowell,  FL  32663. _ (11) 

Yng  WM  would  love  to  correspond  w/ 
sincere,  intell  man  for  lasting  relation¬ 
ship.  Only  liberal  minded  reply  pis. 
James  Clanton  024323,  14-2216,  P.O. 
Box  747,  Starke,  FL  32091. _ (11) 

Lonely  man  likes  men  or  women.  24, 
brn  h,  good  Iks.  Paul  M.  Hines  151-932, 
P.O.  Box  45699,  Lucasville,  OH  45699. 

(11) 


ORGANIZATIONS 


SUPPORT  LESBIAN  MOTHERS 
Lesbian  Mothers  National  Defense 
Fund,  2446  Lorentz  Place,  W.  Seattle, 
WA  98109.  (206)  282-5798.  Membership 
$5.00. _ 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  of 
Boston,  services  each  Sunday  at  7:00 
p.m.  (hymn  sing  6:45),  131  Cambridge 
St.,  Boston  (Old  West  Church).  Edward 
T.  Hougen,  pastor.  Office  523-7664.  All 
persons  are  welcome. _ _ 

METROPOLITAN  COMMUNITY 
CHURCH  OF  WORCESTER 
Church  service  at  2  Wellington  St.,  7pm 
Sundays.  Potluck  Supper  and  Com- 
munlon  every  Weds,  at  7pm.  753-8360. 
AFFIRMATION 

For  United  Methodist  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Male  Concerns— New  England  Chap¬ 
ter.  For  more  information  and/or 
'support  reply  to  GCN  Box  985. _ 

j  GAY  SWITCHBOARD  OF  NYC 

!  When  you’re  in  New  York,  give  us  a  call 
for  the  latest  information  on  gay  and 
iesbian  events,  which  bars  to  go  to, 
where  to  stay,  what  group  to  contact, 
and  which  businesses  to  patronize.  Call 
us  to  rap  or  just  to  say  hello.  (212) 
777-1800,  from  3pm  until  midnight.  (20) 


IDENTITY  HOUSE 

Lesbian,  gay,  bi,  peer  counseling  and 
groups.  Rap  groups:  2:30-5pm  Sat.  for 
women,  and  Sun.  for  men.  Free  walk-in 
counselling.  Sun.-Tues.  6-10pm.  Dona¬ 
tions  accepted.  544  Ave.  of  Americas, 
NYC.  212-243-8181. 

SEPTEMBER  CLEARSPACE  EVENTS 
22  Minds  in  Bodies  Wkshp  4-6pm 
24  Drop-in  Ctr.  1-4pm 

24  Bi-Sexual  Rap  (open)  7:30 

25  Lesbian  &  Gay  Male  Lifestyles 
(open  discussion  7:30pm) 

25  Education  Com.  Mtg.  7:30pm 

26  Women's  Concerns  8pm 
(sexuality  and  health  issues) 

27  Intro  mtg  for  New  Bisexuality 
Rap  Group  (open)  7:30pm 

29  Women’s  Pot  Luck  Card  &  Game 
Nite  in  Ipswich  (call  center) 

29  Minds  in  Bodies  wkshp  4-6pm 

CLEARSPACE  (617)  876-0215 
485  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge,  MA.  02139 


In  New  Jersey,  the  Gay  Activist  Alii- 
ance/Morrls  County  meets  every  Mon¬ 
day  at  8:30  p.m.  using  facilities  of 
Untarlan  Fellowship,  Normandy 
Heights  Rd.,  Morristown,  NJ.  Info:  (201) 
691-0388. _ 

iReston  Gay  Rap  Group  meets  twice  a 
!  month,  1st  Friday,  3rd  Tuesday  each 
month.  Get  it  all  together!  Browns 
Chapel,  Rte.  606,  Reston,  VA  22090.  . 

BOSTON  GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors  EXODUS 
MASS,  a  liturgy  for  gay  and  concerned 
Catholics,  every  Sunday  at  Arlington 
Street  Church  (Boston),  Boylston  St. 
entrance,  at  5:30pm.  For  info  contact 
Dignity/Boston,  355  Boylston  St.,  Bos- 
ton,  MA  02114.  Tel.  536-6518. 

NH  LAMBDA 

Box  1043,  Concord,  NH  03301.  332- 
4440,  889-1416,  224-3785,  399-4927.  A 
statewide  lesbian  organization,  meet¬ 
ing  the  third  Saturday  of  every  month. 
Support,  education  and  political  action, 
since  1976. 

HELP!  Donations  needed  for  Boise 
Seven  women  fired  by  police.  Need 
$1 5,000  to  continue  our  court  case.  Mail 
to  Boise  Women’s  Defense  Fund,  P.O. 
Box  2256,  Boise,  ID  83701.  HELP!  (12) 
GAY  MALE  EXPERIENCE 
Seeks  several  new  members  for  weekly 
support  and  humorous  space  on  Tues¬ 
day  nights  7:30-10.  We  are  5  men  who 
have  been  meeting  together  for  6  mos. 
Group  experience  preferred.  Tell  us 
about  yourself  and  send  phone  no  to 
GCN  Box  117.  (9) 


NGtF  NEEDS  YOU 

Join  with  the  largest,  fastest  growing 
gay  civil  rights  group  in  the  country! 
The  National  Gay  Task  Force  works 
with  a  professional  staff  on  media  rep¬ 
resentation,  national  legislation,  infor¬ 
mation  clearing-house,  religious  re- 
|  forms,  corporate  non-dlscriminatlon 
statements,  more!  Help  support  our 
work— join  now.  $20  membership  ($5 
limited  Income)  Includes  Newsletter. 
NGTF,  80  Fifth  Ave.  Rm.  1601,  New 
York,  NY  10011. 


PUBLICATIONS 


Guardian,  Independent  radical  news¬ 
weekly,  covers  black,  women’s,  gay 
struggles  and  liberation  movements 
around  the  world.  Special  offer:  she 
weeks  for  $1.  Guardian,  Dept.  GCN,  33 
W.  17  St.,  NYC,  NY  10011, _ (c} 

Before  you  stop  trying  to  find  a  lover  try 
us.  Advice,  Fantasies,  Personals. 
Twelve  Issues  $10,  sample  $1.  You're 
Not  Alone,  P.O.  Drawer  8398CH, 
Atlanta,  GA  30306  (c) 


GAY  SCENE  —  The  Picture  Homophile 
Monthly  In  8th  Year  of  Publication. 
News  From  Everywhere;  Movement 
News;  King's  Reviews  (Stage,  Screen, 
Book  &  T.V.);  D.D.'s  Best  Bets;  Lesbian 
Life;  Articles;  Nude  Plaything  of  the 
Month;  Religious  News;  Personals;  and 
More.  Send  $1  for  sample  copy,  $8.00 
for  12  issues  (in  plain  envelope)  to 
REGIMENT,  Box  247,  Grand  Central 
Sta.,  NYC  10017. 


FOCUS 

Focus:  a  bi-monthly  journal  for 
lesbians,  $8.00  per  year,  $1.35  per  indi¬ 
vidual  copy.  1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  MA  02138.  Publishes  fiction, 
poetry,  reviews,  essays  ,  graphics. 
Editorial  meetings  first  Monday  of 
every  other  month  (Apr,  June,  etc.)  at 
8pm  Call  259-0063  for  Info.  We  need 
writers  and  production  people.  A  good 
place  to  learn  how  to  put  a  magazine 
together. 


FOCUS  contest  DEADLINE  EXTENDED 
to  October  1st.- $35.00  cash  prize  for 
best  prose  piece  received.  Fiction,  fea> 
tures,  essays,  reviews.  FOCUS  has  first 
'publication  rights  on  all  entries  sub¬ 
mitted.  FOCUS  staff  not  eligible.  Send 
your  piece  to  FOCUS:  A  Journal  for  Les¬ 
bians,  O.C.B.C.  1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02138 _ 

MODUS  OPERANDI,  a  bi-monthly  small 
press  literary  magazine,  sample  copy 
$2.00.  We  also  publish  quarterly  poetry 
anthologies.  Sample  copy  $3.00.  M.O. 
Publishing  Company,  14322  Howard 
Rd.,  Dayton,  MD  21036. _ (9) 


New  England  Bar  Guide 


MASSACHUSETTS 


BROCKTON 


RANDOLPH 


CONNECTICUT 


BOSTON 


THE  BAR 

252  Boylston  St.  247-9308 
Disco  dancing,  mostly  men. 

BOSTON  EAGLE 

88  Queensberry  St.  247-9586 

Leather.  Men.  Thurs.  Club  Nite,  Sunday 

Brunch  3PM.  Movies  Mon.  &  Tues.  8PM 

BUDDIES 

733  Boylston  St.  262-2480 
Cruise-Disco. 

CHAPS 

27  Huntington  Ave.  266-7778 
Men. 

DARTS 

271  Dartmouth  St.  536-8200 
Dancing.  Mostly  men. 

DELIVERY  ENTRANCE 
At  Tne  House  Restaurant 
12  Wilton  St.,  Allston  783-5701 
Men  &  Women.  “It’s  Different” 
HARRY’S  PLACE 
45  Essex  St. 

Dancing.  Men. 

HERBIE’S  RAMROD  ROOM 
1254  Boylston  St.  266-2986 
Leather.  Men. 

Sunday  Brunch  7PM  Thurs. 

JACQUES 

79  Broadway  338-7502 
Mixed.  Dancing. 

NAPOLEON  CLUB 
52  Piedmont  St.  338-7547 
Dancing  Fri.,  Sat.,  Sun.  Men. 
PLAYLAND 
21  Essex  St. 

Men  (some  Women) 

1 19  MERRIMAC 

119  Merrimac  St.  523-8960 

Dancing.  Men. 

Tues. -Thurs.  Buffet  9-1 1PM 

SAINTS 

(Call  354-8807)  Women 
SOMEWHERE 
295  Franklin  St.  423-7730 
Disco  Dancing,  Mixed. 

Sunday  Brunch  I2-2PM 
SPORTER’S  CAFE 
228  Cambridge  St. 

Men.  Movies  Mon.,  5PM 
Sunday  Brunch  3PM 
TOGETHER 
110  Boylston  St. 

Disco  Dancing.  Mixed. 

1270 

1270  Boylston  St.  261-1257 
Disco  Dancing.  Mixed  (mostly  Men) 


ENRICO’S  LOUNGE 
20  Legion  Pkwy 
(617)  588-9716 
BOB’S  PLACE 
44  Centre  St. 

(617)  588-9976 

CAMBRIDGE 


RANDOLPH  COUNTRY  CLUB 
(617)  963-9809 


NEWPORT 


HARTFORD 


SPRINGFIELD 


PARADISE 

180  Massachusetts  Ave.  864-4130 
Talking,  mostly  Men 


FALL  RIVER 


THE  FRONTIER 
19  Pearl  St. 

THE  PUB 
382  Dwight  St. 
ARBOR  LOUNGE 
Washington  St. 

TYNGSBORO 


NICK’S  CAFE  HOUSE 
1943  Broad  St.  (203)  522-1933 
THE  WAREHOUSE  CAFE 
61  Woodbine  St. 

CHEZ-EST 

238  Columbus  Blvd. 

EVERGREEN 

39  Webster  St.  527-9895 

(women) 


THE  VENETIAN  ROOM 
5  Farwell  St.  (40!)  847-1748 
DAVID’S 

28  Prospect  Hill  (401)  847-9698 

PROVIDENCE 


THE  SWORD  AND  SHIELD 
735  Pleasant  675-1949 


LOWELL 


DiROCCO’S  CABARET 
Frost  Rd.  (Rte.  3A) 

(617)  649-9186 

WORCESTER 


NEW  HAVEN 


COSMOPOLITAN  CAFE 
511  Market  St. 

LYNN 


FRAN’S  PLACE 
776  Washington  St. 
(617)  595-8961 
MR.  DOMINIC’S 
34-36  Central  Ave. 
(617)  595-9051 

NEW  BEDFORD 


ISAIAH’S 
11  Thomas  St. 

THE  MAIL  BOX 

282  Main  St.  (413)  752-8992 

Disco,  Mixed. 


PARTNIFR'S 

365  Crown  St.  (203)  624-5510 

(separate  women’s  room) 

RICARDO’S  COPA 

130  Crown  St.  (203)  776-6404 

THE  PUB  CAFE 

168  York  (203)  787-1809 

PARKWAY 

1574  Chapel  St.  (203)  798-9655 


CAM’S 
Richmond  St. 

DEJA  VU 
Eddy  St. 

FIFE  AND  DRUM 
123  Weybosset 
THE  GALLERY 
194  Richmond  St. 

MIRABAR 
109  Eddy  St. 

LA  BOHEME 

83  Dorrance  St.  (401)  621-8681 

SMITHFIELD 


NEW  LONDON 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE 


MANCHESTER 


PLAYERS 

145  N.  Front  St. 

(617)993-9436 

THE  MEETING  PLACE 

1447  Acushnet  Ave. 

(617)  994-7674 

NORTHAMPTON 


TUDOR  CAFE 

361  Pine  St.  (603)  623-9310 


FRANK’S  PLACE 
9  Tilley  St. 

(203)  443-8883 
SALTY  DOG 
Pequot  Ave. 

NEW  MILFORD 


THE  LOFT 

Farnum  Pike  (401)  231-1180 
WOONSOCKET 


THE  HIGH  ST.  CAFE 
281  High  St.  (401)  762-9740 


MAINE 


NORTH  CONWAY 


CAFE  MUSE  &  CAPTAIN  QUIG’S  BAR 
Main  St.  (603)  356-2313 


PORTSMOUTH 


THE  ANSWER  CAFE 
235  Danbury  Rd.  Rte.  7 
(203)  354-7901 

WATERBURY 


AUGUSTA 


THE  GAYLA 
Main  St. 


PROVINCETOWN 


SEA  PORT  CLUB 

Rt.  1  Bypass  (603)  436-9451 


THE  CLUB  CAFE 
384  W.  Main  St. 
(203)  755-7236 

WESTPORT 


THE  EAST  SIDE 
N.  Belfast  Ave.  (Rte.  7) 
(207)  622-4393 

LEWISTON 


THE  ATLANTIC  HOUSE 
Masonic  Place 
(617)  487-3821 

THE  CROWN  AND  ANCHOR 
247  Commercial  St. 

THE  TOWN  HOUSE 
291  Commercial  St. 

(617)  487-0292 
MS.  247 

247  Commercial  St. 

(Women) 

THE  PIED  PIPER 
193A  Commercial  St. 

(617)  487-1527 
(Women) 

POST  OFFICE  CABARET 
303  Commercial  St. 

(617)  487-0098 


VERMONT 


BELLOWS  FALLS 


ANDREW’S  INN 
(802)  436-3966 

BRATTLEBORO 


THE  BROOK 
919  Boston  Post  Rd.  East 
(203)  226-6204 
VINCENT’S  DISCO 
925  State  St.  East 
(203)  22f-9888 


.  BLUE  SWAN 
Canal  St. 

OGUNQUIT 


ANABEL’S 

Rte.  1  (at  Maine  St.) 

(207)  646-8453 

ORONO 


FLAT  ST.  DISCO 
(Gay  crowd  on  Wed.) 

BURLINGTON 


LUNA  BASE  ONE 
Rte.  2  (disco;  mixed) 

PORTLAND 


RHODE  ISLAND 


CENTRAL  FALLS 


CHARLY  B.  GOODE 
15  Centre  St. 

Mixed. 


MARTY’S 

176  Railroad  St.  (401)  728-5460 


PHOENIX 

83  Oak  St.  (207)  773-5695 
ONE  WAY 

10  Union  Street  772-9401 
ROLAND’S  TAVERN 
413A  Cumberland  Ave. 
(207)  772-9159 
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Gay  Community  News 


True  Mythology 


Kittatinny:  A  Tale  of  Magic 

By  Joanna  Russ 

Illustrations  by  Loretta  Li 

Daughters  Publishing  Co.,  Inc.,  New  York,  NY 

Reviewed  by  Carrie  Dearborn _ 

T  GOBBLED  up  fairy  tales,  myths  and  magical  stories  as 
a  child,  feeling  them  to  be  somehow  true,  even  though  I 
could  never  voice  those  truths.  When  I  was  older  and 
gobbling  up  feminist  literature,  I  learned  that,  yes,  fairy 
tales,  myths  and  in  fact  most  books  children  read  are 
“true”  in  the  sense  that  they  are  parables  of  a  heterosexual, 
male  -  centered  society. 

For  a  decade  or  more,  women  have  been  trying  to  tell 
again  the  neglected  stories  of  mythological  goddesses,  re¬ 
tell  women’s  history,  and  create  a  library  of  non-sexist, 
non-racist  children’s  books,  not  always  with  great  success. 
Kittatinny  is  a  book  that  succeeds  not  only  in  these  ways, 
but  in  many  others  as  well.  Joanna  Russ  has  calmly 
bypassed  the  pitfalls  of  both  “traditional”  storytelling  and 
the  utopian  tone  of  some  early  non-sexist  books.  She  tells 
of  a  world  that  is  magical,  and  of  women  whose  ideas  and 
lives  seem  real  and  desirable.  Sexuality  is  discussed  in  a 
reasonable,  practical  way;  racial  prejudice  is  presented  in  a 


non  self-righteous  manner.  Both  subjects  are  merely  parts 
of  the  story,  not  the  main  focus  of  the  book. 

The  heroine,  Kittatinny  (Kit  for  short),  is  a  young  girl 
who  loses  her  way  from  home  and  is  forced  to  explore  a 
seemingly  alien  world  of  both  dangerous  and  courageous 
beings.  She  meets  the  dangers  head  on;  disarming  a 
battalion  of  spindly  legged  Slonches  that  threaten  her  life, 
trusting  a  wolf  to  guide  her  despite  the  stories  she  has  heard 
of  people-eating  wolves,  and  facing  a  dragon  in  its  cave. 

But  though  she  has  a  male  guide  who  knows  this  world 
better  than  she  (a  young  satyr  who  wishes  to  be  human),  it 
is  Kit  who  takes  charge  of  defending  herself,  using  an 
admirable  combination  of  intuition  and  rationality  to  make 
decisions. 

She  meets  many  women,  legendary  and  yet  very  real 
women,  who  are  women  she  might  become.  A  different 
kind  of  Sleeping  Beauty  tells  Kit  a  chilling  version  of  that 
fable,  and  warns  against  letting  anyone  cage  her  up.  Kit 
also  learns  of  Russalka,  a  mermaid  who  fell  in  love  with  a 
prince,  changed  herself  into  a  human  and  died,  not  by  los¬ 
ing  the  prince’s  love,  but  because  of  the  transformation. 
And  Taliesan,  the  female  dragon  who  is  the  “many-shaped 
Goddess”  in  retreat  from  the  world,  tells  Kit  of  what 
women  once  were  and  will  become  again. 

Armed  with  a  sword  Taliesan  gave  her.  Kit  meets  the 
Woman  Warrior.  “Human-sized,”  not  a  giant,  the  gentle 
and  strong  Woman  Warrior  lets  Kit  glimpse  the  world  of 


legendary  women.  The  variety  and  strength  of  women- 
identified  women  is  revealed  to  her  and  Kit  longs  to  become 
a  part  of  it.  But  it  is  not  yet  time  for  her  to  do  so,  and  she 
has  to  resume  her  journey. 

When  Kit  returns  to  her  home,  she  finds  she  is,  in  the 
eyes  of  the  Valley  people,  eighteen  years  old.  No  one  has 
noticed  her  absence;  in  fact,  a  boy  she  has  known  since 
childhood  greets  her  as  if  she  had  been  there  all  along,  and 
as  if  his  presence  in  her  home  is  normal.  They  talk,  kiss, 
and  with  awful  inevitability,  he  asks  her  to  marry  him.  She 
considers  this,  thinking  all  the  while  that  her  home  and  the 
surrounding  Valley  seem  small  to  her.  Then  a  young 
woman  named  Rose,  also  from  her  childhood,  appears. 

The  contrast  between  the  two  is  clear.  Kit  does  not  know 
what  to  say  to  the  young  man,  but  she  and  Rose  talk  for 
hours.  Though  Kit  has  not  lived  out  her  teen  years  in  the 
Valley,  she  understands  what  Rose’s  life  has  been,  what  is 
expected  of  both  of  them.  And  somehow  Rose  seems  to 
know  about  her  adventures. 

The  satyr  provides  some  answers.  “He”  has  turned 
into  a  female  and  is  proof  that  some  beings  can  take  on 
aspects  of  both  genders  and  still  be  themselves.  He  chides 
her  for  her  ideas,  and,  while  Kit  does  not  lose  all  of  her 
ideas  about  what  a  female  is  and  what  a  male  is,  she  is 
learning.  And  she  sees  that  she  can  leave  the  Valley. 

Kit  does  leave;  waiting  at  the  edge  of  a  field  for  the 
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A  Protest  Against  Destruction 


Dying 

By  Miriam  Dyak 

New  Victoria  Publishers,  Inc.  7  Bank  Street, 

Lebanon,  NH.  1978.  $3.00 

_ Reviewed  by  Pat  M.  Kuras _ 

In  THE  early  ’60s,  Jessica  Mitford,  with  her  “gentle  art 
of  muckraking,”  authored  an  extraordinary  work  of  non¬ 
fiction.  Her  book  was  titled  The  American  Way  of  Death, 
an  it  exposed  the  rampant  rip-offs  that  are  perpetrated  by 
this  country’s  funeral  industry.  The  American  Way  of 
Death  was  (and  still  is)  an  invaluable  book,  yet  when 
Mitford  began  to  work  on  it,  she  readily  admits  that  “some  , 
of  my  friends  and  advisors  were  frankly  appalled  at  the 
choice  of  subject.” 

Indeed,  anything  remotely  associated  with  death  can 
be  considered  too  morbid  to  be  discussed.  Aside  from  sen¬ 
sationalized  accounts  of  accidents  and  disasters,  death 
remains  very  much  a  closeted  topic.  Where  Jessica  Mitford 
confronted  the  economic  aspects  of  dying,  the  poet  Miriam 
Dyak  touches  on  the  emotional.  In  her  volume  of  poems, 
Dying,  Miriam  Dyak  (former  editor  with  the  Northeast 
journal,  Mainely  Gay)  brings  us  face-to-face  with  an  aware¬ 
ness  of  our  own  inevitable  mortality. 

The  book  grew  from  one  of  Dyak’s  own  experiences  — 
in  ’73,  she  lived  in  a  household  with  one  woman  and  two 
men,  all  deeply  committed  to  one  another.  One  of  the  men 
took  ill,  and  his  illness  was  diagnosed  after  a  short  time  as 
cancer  of  the  colon.  Less  than  a  year  later,  he  was  dead. 
Dying  is  a  collection  of  the  poems  Dyak  wrote  during  that 
period.  As  Dyak  tells  us  in  the  opening  pages  of  her  book, 
the  poems  “grew  out  of  a  journal  of  notes  and  images  kept 
during  the  months  he  was  dying.  As  a  writer,  they  were  my 
instinctive  outlet,  my  way  to  keep  head  above  water;  but 
they  were  also  a  conscious  expression  of  creation,  a  protest 
against  destruction.” 

The  poems  begin  with  the  knowledge  of  his  illness  and 
approaching  death.  The  change  in  his  body  and  strength 
shows  quickly: 

you  are  held  prisoner  in  your  body 
small  furloughs  trips  to  town 
everyone  can  tell  the  thinness 
the  dragging  walk  .  .  . 

Dyak  uses  concise  and  natural  images.  The  poems  are 
without  squandered  loquaciousness.  She  knows  what  she 
wants  to  tell  us  and  how  to  do  so. 
you  circle  in  your  bed 
a  dog  on  all  fours 
try  to  find  a  corner 
without  pain 

She  knows  well  how  to  paint  the  images  of  his  pain, 
but  at  the  same  time,  there  is  her  own  pain.  Sometimes,  her 
pain  comes  in  anger.  The  burden  of  dealing  with  another’s 
suffering  is  resented;  and  the  paranoia  of  contamination 
hovers  in  the  background. 

I  want  to  kill 
1  want  exorcism 
1  want  to  smash  your  weakness 
your  fear 

kill  it 

before  it  rises  inside  me 


In  time,  he  becomes  a  “troll”;  he  grows  more  sickly, 
dependent  on  everyone.  (“Crooked  in  your  chair/  slumped 
where  some  careless  hand/  has  dropped  you  for  a  moment 
.  .  .”)  It  is  harder  for  him  to  be  coherent: 

You  no  longer  know  how 
to  say  what  you  mean 
I  keep  your  tangled  sentences 
like  soft  balls  of  string  .  .  . 

When  he  dies,  it  is  quietly.  A  gentle  drop  from  the 
intense  build-up: 

so  today  finally  I  was  no  longer  waiting 
I  touched  death  at  the  top  of  the  stairs  like  a  dog 
it  was  so  familiar  .  .  . 

Dyak’s  poetry  is  quite  moving.  Many  of  the  poems 
relay  images  that  she  does  not  want  to  believe  in.  Sad, 
sometimes  angry,  and  by  book’s  end,  with  some  relief,  she 
continues  onward  in  her  own  life* 

The  book’s  pages  are  decorated  with  graphics  of  dif¬ 
ferent  types  of  weeds,  plants  and  flowers.  The  illustrations 
work  well  with  the  actual  print  of  the  poems  —  comple¬ 
menting  the  page  together.  The  graphics,  however,  are  like¬ 
ly  meant  to  be  more  than  just  decorative  space  fillers. 

Some,  with  their  drooping  berry  clusters  and  bending 
stems,  suggest  deaths  of  their  own.  How  fitting  to  use  pic¬ 
tures  of  plants  when  you  consider  their  similarities  to 
people.  Plants  live,  grow  and  die  in  the  same  atmosphere 
that  we  do.  They  move  with  help  from  the  wind,  often 
seeming  to  dance.  In  their  veined  systems  run  sap  —  their 
own  life-sustaining  blood.  They  require  food  and  wilt  from 
lack  of  nourishment.  (Plants  can  be  carnivorous,  such  as 
the  venus  fly  trap  which  feeds  on  insects.)  Plants  have 
nervous  systems  and  react  to  injury.  (The  donkey’s  tail 
plant  is  unable  to  replace  its  pods,  which  can  fall  and  break 
off  quite  easily.)  Sensitivity  plants  respond  to  touch,  fold¬ 
ing  their  narrow  leaves  together  on  impact.  Some  plants 
“sleep”  for  the  night,  either  closing  their  flowers  or  folding 
leaves  (such  as  the  prayer  plant).  On  the  other  hand,  there 
are  some  plants  that  bloom  only  at  night  (cereus  plants). 

The  most  startling  plant  is  the  one  Dyak  has  chosen  to 
illustrate  the  cover  of  her  book  —  the  mandrake.  The  man¬ 
drake  (or  mandragore)  is  a  remarkable  plant  mainly  for  its 
root  which  is  shaped  like  a  human  body.  Because  of  the 
root’s  form,  the  mandrake  has  been  thought  of  as  an  actual 
demon.  (It  is  said  to  have  grown  at  the  foot  of  the  gallows, 
encompassing  the  soul  of  the  hanged  person.)  When  the 
mandrake  is  removed  from  the  ground,  it  will  allegedly  let 
out  a  shriek  that  will  cause  the  person  who  is  uprooting  it  to 
go  insane  or  die.  Because  of  the  legends  that  surround  it, 
the  mandrake  has  cropped  up  intermittently  in  literature, 
most  notably  in  the  dramas  of  Shakespeare.  Ironically,  the 
mandrake  had  actually  been  used  as  a  pain-killer  in 
medicinal  practices  of  ancient  Rome.  Dyak  describes  her 
friend’s  physical  deterioration.  Like  the  mandrake  root  he 
has 

.  .  .  grown  dark  and  magical 
twisted  and  dying 
dying  falling  dying  falling 
down  through  the  ground 

Dying  is  an  incredibly  powerful  book  in  images  and 
words.  It  realistically  shows  us  death  and  how  we  (grieving 
about  our  own  mortality  as  well  as  another’s)  are  likely  to 
react  to  it.  At  one  point  in  this  volume,  Dyak  says,  “poems 
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Poet’s  Poetry 

The  Drowned  Man  to  the  Fish 

By  Robert  Peters,  Drawings  by  Meredith  Peters 
New  Rivers  Press,  1602  Selby  Avenue,  St.  Paul,  MN 
55104,  $3.00. 


Reviewed  by  Walt*  Borawski 

T 

JL  HESE  are  not  poems  for  the  uninitiated;  there  are 
mine  fields  in  ’em.  This  is  a  world  where  “a  manzanita 
bush  bursts  open”  (“Why  Are  You  Late  in  Coming 
Home?”)  and,  though  I  have  no  idea  what  a  manzanita 
bush  looks  like  in  or  out  of  bloom,  I  amexhausted  by  the 
image,  lean  further  into  the  Victorian  secretary  for  the 
comfort  of  return  to  an  ordered  world. 

Robert  Peters’  voice  here  persistently  evades  my  ear, 
my  grasp,  leaves  me  hanging  on  exotic  precipices:  for 
meaning?  for  the  rest  of  the  swing  that  would  make  a 
complete  circle  of  emotion  for  me?  I  don’t  know;  I  do  not 
begin  to  understand  half  of  these  poems. 

His  is  a  world  of  hard  winter  light  cast  on  southern 
California.  I  don’t  care  if  the  manzanita  bushes  burst;  this 
is  a  cold  Bergmanesque  inscape.  If  you  are  confused  by  my  „ 
confusion,  try  one  on  for  size: 

The  Pastures  Quake 
With  Bulls  Humping  Cows 
The  bedroom  is  deserted: 
carpet-lint,  green  sills,  flies. 

A  ghost  just  shut 

an  attic  door  and  went  outside. 

In  here,  there’s  a  fire, 
a  candle,  blankets  thrown  back 
for  air,  window  ajar. 

You  say  you’re  tired.  A 
creosoted  timber.  My  eyes 
won’t  shut.  Strained  nuclei. 

A  shift  from  and  into  sleep 
charing  ions  of  need,  incisors. 

Now,  I  have  a  theory  on  poetry;  perhaps  it  is  simplistic 
because  I  went  to  public  school  and  never  began  to  compre¬ 
hend  the  true  spirit  of  putting  word  to  word  for  condensed 
power  until,  after  college,  I  started  listening  to  how  Nina 
Simone’s  voice  would  bring  blinding  light  from  the  word 
combinations  of  Jacques  Brel,  George  Harrison,  early  Bob 
Dylan.  Something  became  clear:  there  are  at  least  two  types 
of  poetry,  stemming  naturally  or  otherwise  from  two  types 
of  poet;  there  is  poetry  meant  to  be  understood,  poetry 
intended  to  reflect  life  as  someone  is  or  was  living  it;  and 
there  is  poetry  meant  to  be  cryptic  and  mysteriously  rich  as 
an  Egyptian  tomb.  I  do  not  care  for  the  latter:  John 
Ashbery’s  walls  of  words  tell  me  nothing.  I  am  blinded  and 
bored  by  the  barrage  of  images:  that  they  are  crystal  clear  in 
themselves  does  not  cause  the  poems  to  be  less  opaque.  I 
threw  all  his  work  out  a  smoked-glass  window  long  ago.  I 
prefer  the  other  type  of  poem,  the  other  type  of  poet.  Judy 
Grahn,  for  instance,  sees  herself  as  a  craftsperson,  not  a 
magician.  Perhaps  Ashbery  sees  himself  as  a  craftsperson 
too,  but  the  completed  work  of  his  craft  would  find  a 
home,  if  at  all,  in  a  furniture-burdened  drawing  room  of 
the  19th  century.  Since  our  critics  maintain  such  airless 
places,  live  and  work  in  ’em,  Ashbery  has  garnered  all  the 
major  awards  America  has  to  offer  those  who  do  not  talk 
about  cocksucking,  asslicking  (except  in  a  metaphysical 
way),  and  survival  techniques  and  war  chants  for  other 
inmates  of  the  20th  century.  I  will  not  bother  to  quote 
Ashbery;  one  can  find  his  work  all  too  easily:  it’s  as  well- 
distributed  as  it  is  obscure.  But  take  these  two  lines  of  an 
untitled  Grahn  poem: 

When  you  lose  your  lover 
rain  hurt  you 

and  tell  me  if  this  is  not  a  simpler  way  to  say  what  Robert 
Peters  is,  I  think,  saying  in  “Why  Are  You  Late  in  Coming 
Home?” 

.  .  .  have  you  driven  over  a  cliff? 

(a  manzanita  bush  bursts  open), 
who  is  in  the  judas  tree? 
my  night  is  rigged 
with  meteors  I  can  almost  touch, 
each  waking  hour  moves  on  toes 
bare 

along  a  mile-high  gilded 
electric  wire. 

I  am  not  trying  to  say  that  Robert  Peters  is  as  unsuccessful 
a  communicator  as  Ashbery.  He  is  a  far  better  poet,  experi¬ 
ments  with  form  (which  Ashbery  no  longer  bothers  to  do; 
he’s  found  the  wall  of  words  so  right  for  his  particular 
camouflage  act),  and  is  honest.  There  is  a  connection 
between  his  life  and  his  work.  I  am  merely  suggesting  that 
Grahn  is  a  poet  of  the  people  (I  defy  anyone  to  read  her  and 
say  “I  don’t  understand.”  Her  life,  the  life  of  a  “com¬ 
mon”  lesbian,  American,  white,  woman,  is  there  —  a  con¬ 
necting  rod  between  the  poet  and  whoever  chooses  to  tap  in 
to  her  energy  source).  What  I  am  trying  to  say  is  that  per¬ 
haps  Peters  is  what  we  sometimes  call  “a  poet’s  poet.”  He 
dazzles  me  —  but  only  after  a  good  amount  of  work  on  my 
own  part.  Maybe  I’m  wrong  —  but  who  but  a  poet  is  going 
to  scan  this  long  enough  for  the  snow  to  seep  in?: 

Belief  Poem 

l. 

After  a  night  of  silence  in 
the  mountains  there  is  wind. 

The  scabby  trunks  of  pines 
absorb  sun  heat.  The  porch 
is  choked  with  fallen  needles. 

The  manzanita  brush  still  keep 
their  leaves.  A  hush  for  snow. 

It  is  a  tight  little  landscape,  the  paths  are  few,  and  some¬ 
what  obscured.  One  can  go  walking  here  if  branches  are 


carefully  moved  aside  and  words  inspected  like  solitary 
snowflakes.  One  thing  about  words:  they’re  durable,  stick 
around  for  inspection. 

There  are  some  poems  here  that  are  more  accessible, 
and  Peters  never  skimps  on  detail  from  life.  He  is  a  gay  man 
evolved  from  a  straight  man/father,  and  here,  in  “For  My 
Son,”  is  his  “simple”  statement: 

1. 

You’ve  begun  to  feel 
how  skin  creeps,  how 
blisters  start 
when  leather 
pinches  the  heart. 

Caught  in  my  own  ice 
I’ve  not  found  time 
to  pitch  a  ball 
or  swing  you  through 
the  parlor.  I’ve  loved  you 
drenched  in  a 
brown  light  shed 
over  my  mind  (who 
loses  the  real 
also  seems  to  drop 
the  false). 

2. 

I  stand  by  your  bed. 

A  harsh  wind  beats  bamboo 
outside  the  window. 

Your  stuffed  lion  roars. 

Someday  the  earth  will  boil 
purple,  raging,  and  die. 

Please  waste  laughter. 

Ravish  each  day. 

Forgive  me  for  going  away. 

It  is  not  that  this  poem  is  strictly  literal:  but  what  faggot 
father  lesbian  mother  or  any  parent  who  has  for  one  or 
another  reason  moved  literally  or  symbolically  away  from 
their  children  will  not  understand?  The  poet  may  think 
himself  caught  up  in  ice,  but  isn’t  that  his  blood,  his  semen, 


School’s  Out 

Special  Teachers/Special  Boys 

By  Pete  Fisher  and  Marc  Rubin 

St.  Martin’s  Press,  NY,  1979,  341  pp.  $4.95  paper. 


Reviewed  by  Raphoel 

s 

k  J  PECIAL  Teachers/  Special  Boys,  a  recent  work  of 
fiction  by  Marc  Rubin  and  Pete  Fisher,  explores  with  deft¬ 
ness  complex  and  personal  aspects  of  juvenile  delinquency 
and  homosexuality.  The  two  issues  are  developed  primarily 
within  the  context  of  a  NYC  school  for  emotionally  dis¬ 
turbed  boys. 

Although  the  book  reveals  the  exasperating  behavior 
of  the  special  boys  and  the  daily  turmoil  they  create  in  the 
school,  it  also  develops  a  sense  of  their  motivations  and  vul¬ 
nerability.  The  main  characters,  a  boy  and  a  teacher,  are 
especially  absorbing  and  dynamic.  The  reader  becomes 
increasingly  involved  with  both  the  major  and  minor  char¬ 
acters  —  their  struggles,  conflicts,  pains  and  achievements. 

The  members  of  the  faculty  at  the  “Lennox  School,” 
are  dedicated  professionals  who  are  repeatedly  challenged 
and  drained  by  their  thankless  roles.  They  are  confronted 
with  insults,  mockery,  lies,  vandalism  and  stealing,  yet  in 
spite  of  these  assaults  on  their  own  values  and  egos  they 
work  with  humor,  insight  and  determination. 

Both  the  staff  and  the  boys  at  the  Lennox  School  are 
credible  —  and  incredible.  The  episodes  and  events  por¬ 
trayed  are  sufficiently  detailed  and  imaginative  to  have 
authenticity,  yet  have  the  penetrating  insights  and  ironic 
succinctness  of  fiction.  The  book  is  rare  in  effectively  com¬ 
bining  both  action  and  insight. 

There  are  a  variety  of  relationships  and  feelings 
explored  during  the  interactions  that  occur  at  the  school. 
Tension,  anger,  aggression  and  violence  are  presented  and 
met  with  support,  humor,  trust,  fairness  and  restraint.  In 


his  neurons,  all  meshed  in  a  lovely  river,  flowing  from  his 
state  of  life  to  our  own? 

I  suspect  (perhaps  only  because  of  a  perverse  prefer¬ 
ence  of  my  own)  that,  far  dearer  to  the  poet,  is  the  little 
“enigma”  poem  (my  attempt  at  a  category,  not  his)  he  does 
so  deftly,  leaving  me  on  one  page  for  what  could  be  hours: 

Hello 

I  feel  fine,  I  was  drinking. 
whose? 

you  are  dressed  in  purple  and 
gold. 

I’d  hoped  to  write  today,  so 
can’t  you  wait?  cover  your 
breasts,  you  must  think  they’re 
sweet  and  neat. 
do  as  you’re  told! 
how  much  is  a  good  suck?  around 
the  world  in  five  minutes? 
your  hair  keeps  growing,  and 
that’s  a  problem,  or  will  be 
in  your  coffin,  your  nails  grow 
an  inch  a  day,  but  you  laugh 
you  have  sores,  you  have  sores 
you  have  sores. 

I  climb  into  the  refrigerator 

and  watch  mold  grow. 

there’s  vomit  all  over  your  broccoli. 

Why  don’t  I  like  this  poem?  First  of  all  because  it  could  be 
by  a  straight  man  /  professor  /  poet  being  “bothered”  by  a 
young  (female?  breasts ?)  student  or  lover  who  unwittingly 
interrupts  a  work  session  that  might  have  borne  poems. 

This  is  all  conjecture  though:  and  what  of  the  vomit,  what 
of  the  broccoli?  Must  we  climb  into  someone  else’s  refriger¬ 
ator  to  experience  his/her  work?  And  won’t  it  be  a  cold  vis¬ 
ion? 

Meredith  Peters’  visual  contribution  to  the  book  is 
cryptic  yet  absolute  as  the  word  work.  Distorted,  fragment¬ 
ed  people/animals  abound  —  beautifully,  in  black  and 
white,  but  I  don’t  think  we  are  ever  shown  a  manzanita 
bush. 


addition  sexuality,  homosexuality  and  love  are  dealt  with  in 
the  separate,  but  parallel  developments  of  Bob  Davidson,  a 
teacher,  and  of  Rocky,  one  of  the  “special  boys.” 

The  characters  of  the  boys  are  revealed  in  descriptions 
of  group  meetings  and  case  reports,  and  through  the  boys’ 
italicized  thoughts.  The  boys’  worlds  are  full  of  chaos, and 
they  respond  with  defiance  and  vandalism.  Frequently  their 
behavior  is  not  only  destructive,  but  also  self-defeating. 
With  the  format  used  in  ST/SB  the  reader  begins  to  under¬ 
stand  their  behavior  and  to  become  (like  the  teachers) 
sympathetic. 

Rubin  and  Fisher  develop  with  sensitivity  and  insight 
the  two  main  characters’  behavior,  attitudes  and  feelings 
regarding  their  homosexuality.  Bob  Davidson,  a  gay  activ¬ 
ist,  while  interviewed  on  a  television  program  dealing  with 
homosexuality,  admits  his  gayness.  Although  the  Lennox 
School  staff  had  known  of  his  gayness,  his  coming  out  on 
television  has  a  strong,  but  not  devastating  impact  on  the 
school.  The  consequences  are  convincing  and  ultimately 
reassuring. 

The  other  main  character  is  Rocky,  who  as  a  hustler 
viciously  victimized  his  “faggot”  clients  while  simultan¬ 
eously  doubting  his  own  straightness.  Rocky  enters  the 
school  as  a  violent  gang  leader  considered  to  be  an  outsider. 
He  gradually  becomes  an  insider,  accepted  by  his  peers  and 
the  staff.  As  his  sexual  adventures  progress  outside  the 
school, hediscovers  and  accepts  his  gayness.  When  Rocky 
develops  a  relationship  with  another  boy  he  bridges  his 
physical  sexual  response  with  new  feelings  of  tenderness 
and  love.  Accepting  these  components  of  his  identity,  he 
becomes  confident,  positive  and  optimistic.  Rocky  not  only 
becomes  gay  and  proud,  he  discovers  a  fuller  sense  of  him¬ 
self  and  his  potential. 

The  coming  out  of  both  Bob  Davidson  and  of  Rocky  is 
powerful  because  of  their  foolhardiness,  courage,  and  ulti¬ 
mate  success.  The  book  encourages  honesty,  conviction 
and  optimism  about  gayness.  ST/SB  thus  makes  a  positive 
and  activist  statement  about  “coming  out.” 

Rocky’s  decision  to  come  out  contrasts  to  that  made 
by  Bob  Davidson.  Davidson,  representing  the  older,  van- 
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Women  in  Politics 


In  The  Vanguard 

Six  American  Women  in  Public  Life 

By  Peggy  Lamson 

Houghton  Mifflin,  $9.95,  233  pp. 


Reviewed  by  David  Brill 

P 

JL  OLITICAL  observers  have  offered  several  explan¬ 
ations  for  the  increase  in  the  numbers  of  women  enter¬ 
ing  political  careers.  The  power  explanation:  that 
women  have  seen  that  politics  is  where  the  power’s  at.  The 
paternalistic  explanation:  that  men,  who  held  97.5%  of  all 
elected  offices  in  1968,  were  willing  to  reduce  their  share  to 
92%  today,  enough  to  keep  a  few  women  satisfied  but  still 
“in  check.”  The  cynical  explanation:  that  men  have  finally 
grasped  the  disgusting  realities  of  politics  and  are  now  more 
willing  to  part  with  the  dubious  honors  politics  offers. 

In  The  Vanguard  is  a  collection  of  biographies  of  six 
women  who  have  become  prominent  in  American  politics. 
None  of  the  above  explanations  readily  explain  the  career 
beginnings  of  the  six  figures:  Rose  Bird,  Chief  Justice  of 
the  California  Supreme  Court;  Eleanor  Holmes 
Norton,  chair  of  the  Equal  Employment  Opportunity 
Norton,  chair  of  the  Equal  Employment  Opportunity 
Commission;  Elaine  Noble,  former  Massachusetts  state 
representative;  U.S.  Rep.  Elizabeth  Holtzman  of  New 
York;  Secretary  of  Commerce  Juanita  Kreps;  and  U.S. 

Rep.  Millicent  Fenwick  of  New  Jersey. 

It  is  as  diverse  a  group- as  six  people  could  be,  including 
one  black,  one  Jew,  and  one  gay  (by  the  grace  of  God). 
Lamson  makes  no  effort  to  relate  the  careers  of  the  six 
women  to  the  political  climate  of  the  times.  She  does  not 
comment  on  the  fact  that  four  of  the  women  (all  but  Noble 
and  Bird)  were  born  into  affluent  families  and  probably 
would  have  been  successful  in  any  field  they  chose  to  enter. 
Nor  does  the  author  connect  their  struggles  against  sexism, 
which  is  what,  I  assume,  she  is  saying  they  overcame. 

Perhaps  because  she  thought  their  lives  were  interest¬ 
ing  in  and  of  themselves,  Lamson  did  not  approach  these 
biographies  in  the  way  that  a  traditional  biographer  would 
—  by  going  to  conflicting,  first-hand  sources  of  informa¬ 
tion.  The  thing  about  politics  is  that  reasonable  and  intelli¬ 
gent  people  are  bound  to  differ.  There  was  an  organized 
and  nearly-successful  drive  to  remove  Rose  Bird  from 
office  last  year,  for  example,  and  Lamson  should  have 
sought  out  Bird’s  opponents,  tried  to  compile  their  com¬ 
plaints  and  gotten  Bird  to  respond.  (At  this  writing,  Bird  is 
under  investigation  in  California  for  allegedly  delaying  a 
controversial  decision  until  after  the  election.)  Lamson 
seemed  blinded  by  the  fact  that  her  subjects  had  achieved 
the  prominence  they  have  and  this  prevented  her  from  mak¬ 
ing  a  complete  political  biography. 

As  a  result,  there  are  some  questions  about  the  accura¬ 
cy  of  her  chapters  because  she  depends  solely  on  her  sub¬ 
jects  (and  their  close  associates)  for  her  information.  On 
Noble,  for  example,  the  author  did  not  talk  to  anyone  in 
the  gay  community,  in  Boston  or  anywhere  else.  Was  this 
I.amson’s  homophobia  showing?  If  I  were  writing  a  bio¬ 
graphy  of  an  elected  official,  I  would  start  by  talking  to  the 
people  involved  in  his  or  her  first  campaign,  as  well  as  the 
opponents’  campaigns.  Most  of  the  money  and  energy 
involved  in  Noble’s  first  1974  campaign  was  gay,  and 
Lamson  does  a  disservice  to  the  gay  community  by  ignoring 
it.  One  has  to  question  the  author’s  motives  under  these 
circumstances. 

The  same  can  be  said  for  the  two  other  women 
involved  in  elective  (as  opposed  to  appointive)  politics. 
Holtzman  ousted  a  50-year  veteran  of  Congress,  Emanuel 
Celler,  on  her  first  try  for  the  office.  What  did  they  think 
about  that  in  Flatbush?  Fenwick,  the  only  Republican  of 


the  six,  won  her  first  primary  by  less  than  100  votes,  which 
would  certainly  indicate  little  unanimity  about  her  in  her 
New  Jersey  district. 

This  does  not  mean  every  political  biography  should 
necessarily  contain  “dirt”  —  like  George  Washington’s 
padded  expense  account.  It  just  means  that  most  people  are 
too  cynical  about  politicians  to  swallow  entire  puff  pieces 
without  asking  any  questions.  And  all  politicians,  to  vary¬ 
ing  degrees,  accept  this  public  scrutiny  as  part  of  their  jobs. 
Some  handle  it  better  than  others. 

Of  the  six  women,  Fenwick  is  portrayed  most  human¬ 
ly.  You  find  out  about  her  family,  the  marriage  that  didn’t 
work  out,  and  her  non-ideological  approach  to  issues  in 
Congress,  which  makes  her  rather  unique.  As  Lamson 
notes,  Fenwick  relates  individual  problems  to  congressional 
issues:  a  family  harassed  by  bill-collectors  (the  Debt  Col¬ 
lection  Practices  Act),  Russian  political  prisoners  (the 
Helsinki  Commission),  a  constituent  who  complained  that 
the  government  taxes  working  married  couples  more  than  if 
they  were  just  “living  together”  (her  bill  to  end  the  de  facto 
tax  on  marriage).  It  is  not  easy  entering  elective  politics  at 
the  age  of  59  and  then  debating  Phyllis  Schlafley  on  the 
ERA. 

Despite  some  of  its  drawbacks,  In  The  Vanguard 
makes  interesting  reading  for  those  who  want  a  quick  look 
at  six  political  careers  and  the  forces  which  shaped  them. 
The  women  Lamson  selected  each  faced  a  special  set  of  cir¬ 
cumstances  and  there  is  certainly  something  to  admire  in  all 
of  them. 

In  the  field  of  traditional  political  biographies.  In  The 
Vanguard  won’t  make  it.  Maybe  that’s  because  the  six  lives 
which  it  chronicles  are  not  really  biographies  at  all,  but  pro¬ 
files.  Those  of  us  who  want  to  see  full-frontals  will  have  to 
look  elsewhere. 
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person  the  satyr  has  told  her  will  go  with  her.  She  decides 
she  will  not  go  with  anyone  but  Rose,  and  thinks  about  how 
to  fend  off  anyone  else.  But  it  is  Rose  who  joins  her,  and 
together  they  leave  the  Valley  to  meet  whatever  is  ahead. 

It  is  the  small  detail  of  this  book  that  makes  it  one  to 
read  more  than  once.  There  are  many  small  truths  that  per¬ 
haps  a  young  girl  may  not  be  able  to  pinpoint,  but  will  feel. 
Kit’s  feeling  of  alienation  from  males  is  stated  clearly  yet 
not  dwelt  upon.  She  perceives  her  world  from  many  angles 
—  she  sees  Rose  as  a  beautiful  woman  by  Valley  standards, 
but  also  sees  her  as  both  child  and  woman.  She  understands 
their  mutual  and  separate  pasts,  similarities  and 
differences,  as  parts  of  both  of  them,  making  it  easy  to  love 
Rose.  This  is  a  woman’s  tale,  and  an  example  of  what 
woman-centered  literature  for-children  can  be. 


Comic  Opera 

The  Castrati:  A  Romantic  Tale 

By  Sven  Delblanc,  Translated  by  C.M.  Williams 
Ann  Arbor:  Karoma  Publishers,  151'pp.  $7.95 


Reviewed  by  Jim  Marko 


I  IT  IS  A  night  in  December  in  1783,  which  is  six  years 
before  the  French  Revolution,  at  a  dreary  palace  in 
Florence.  Gustav  II,  King  of  Sweden,  travelling  under  the 
name  of  the  Count  of  Haga,  is  visiting  the  pretender  to  the 
British  Throne,  Charles  Edward  Stuart,  Bonnie  Prince 
Charlie. 

Along  for  the  meeting,  ostensibly  a  seance  in  which  the 
monarch  and  would-be  monarch  will  gaze  into  the  future, 
are  two  castrati  of  some  fame.  Signore  Marchesi  is  one  of 
the  leading  contralti  of  the  time  and  Commendatore 
Marchesi  is  the  legendary  soprano,  Farinelli. 

To  round  out  our  little  Pastiche,  Gustav  has  brought 
along  his  minion,  Gustav  Mauritz  Armfeldt,  and  Bonnie 
Charlie  is  attended  by  a  beast  of  a  man  called  Angus  Mac- 
Ivor-Dixfois. 

The  deposed  monarch  and  the  reigning  king  meet  in 
what  the  book  jacket  assures  us  is  a  naughty  opera  bouffe 
“replete  with  tragic  irony.” 

The  tragedy  does  not  lie  in  the  irony  in  this  slim  novella 
by  one  of  Sweden’s  leading  authors,  but  in  the  novel’s  bald 
contrivances.  Great  pains  are  taken  to  inform  the  reader 
that  this  is  an  opera  told  as  a  novel.  Not  only  are  the  cas¬ 
trati  given  their  appropriate  voice  parts,  but  Charles  is  list¬ 
ed  in  the  “cast  of  characters”  as  a  basso,  Gustav  as  a  tenor, 
Armfeldt  as  a  baritone,  and  the  overpowering  Angus  as  a 
basso  profundo. 

The  work  may  intrigue  some  devotees  of  the  opera  and 
its  illusory  world  of  virtue  and  high-minded  gestures,  and  it 
may  even  catch  the  eye  of  fashion  and  window  designers 
with  its  meticulously  ticked-off  descriptions  of  the 
costumes  and  furnishings.  However,  I  suggest  that  serious 
readers  of  what  some  criticism  calls  the  “modern”  novel 
dismiss  the  book,  unless  you  enjoy  such  flights  of  artificial 
eloquence  as: 

The  castrato  flung  the  last  note  from  himself  like  a  shaft 
of  gold,  a  voluminous  and  well-sustained  D,  treble  clef, 
a  sound  which  with  its  inhuman  height  and  strength, 
borne  by  a  voice  neither  male  nor  female,  instilled  a 
feeling  of  numinous  sublimity  and  tremulous  veneration 
and  terror  .  .  .  \ 

As  you  might  imagine,  “The  audience  sat  for  a  moment 
petrified.” 

When  King  Gustav  arrives  at  the  palace,  he  steps  from 
his  sedan  chair  under  a  recently  erected  parasol  “embroid¬ 
ered  with  scenes  from  the  myth  of  Ganymede  .  .  . 

...  he  draped  his  cape  about  his  abdomen  and  cast  some 
bird-quick  glances  over  the  assembled.  He  was  strongly 
powdered  to  hide  the  polluted,  inflamed  complexion,  and 
the  pallid  profile  under  the  mealy-white  peruke  presented 
the  image  of  a  gull  scouting  for  morsels. 

This  being  an  opera  bouffe,  the  King  ends  his  next  speech 
“like  a  singer  after  a  bravura.” 

Although  Delblanc  surprised  the  reader  at  one  point 
with  a  marvelously  attuned  description  of  the  fate  of  the 
hundreds  of  young  men  forced  into  becoming  castrati  in 
18th  century  Florence  —  “So  long  as  our  operas  and 
church  choirs  need  castrati,  then  the  knife  will  not  be 
checked  by  the  law’s  arm  or  the  Church’s  anathema.”  — 
this  contrived  little  tale  remains  a  dense  and  unfulfilling 
read. 

“Your  majesty,”  mumbled  Armfeldt,  who  was  moving 
restlessly  in  his  chair,  “perhaps  it  is  time  to  break  up  and 
accept  this  failure,  however  sad  it  may  be  that  an  antici¬ 
pated  confrontation  with  the  spirit  world  became  a 
monologue  about  opera.” 

“Perhaps  .  .  .” 


y 


/  1 


Book  Review  •  Gay  Community  News  •  September 


•  Page  5 


Hollywood 

Squares 


The  Making  of 

Out  Somewhere  And  Back  Again 
(The  Kansas  Stories) 

By  Nancy  Stockwell 

102  pages,  $3.00.  can  be  ordered  from  Women  in 
Distribution,  P.O.  Box  8858,  Washington,  D  C. 
20003. 


Reviewed  by  Maida  Tilchen 

In  THE  last  scene  of  this  fine  collection  of  short  stories, 
the  author  uses  a  lovely  simile  to  draw  together  the  geo¬ 
graphical  reality  of  her  Kansas  childhood  with  the  sensual 
reality  of  her  adulthood: 

I  stand  on  John  Brown’s  Lookout  and  stare 
north;  it  is  afternoon.  The  haze  has  burned  off  and 
I  can  see  Myola  five  miles  away,  the  edges  of  it  and 
the  three  rivers.  I  see  beyond,  over  the  small,  irreg¬ 
ular  hills  in  the  land  that  fall  together,  jumble  them¬ 
selves  and  tumble,  to  come  together  and  collide 
unexpectedly. 

But  also  in  the  trauma  of  the  land  there  is,  finally, 
an  evenness,  a  sameness  which  is  like  symmetry 
thought  of  differently,  as  if  two  bodies  sharing 
similar  parts  are  doubling,  stretching,  curling  and 
folding  in  many  mutual  ecstaties.  (p.  85) 

Out  Somewhere  And  Back  Again  is  a  book  about  that 
eternal  theme  in  lesbian  literature,  the  making  of  a  lesbian. 
It  carries  its  message  in  a  manner  delicate  and  lovely.  The 
subtlety  and  grace  of  the  author’s  approach  give  the  stories 
a  unique  tone.  Fiction  about  the  development  of  a  lesbian 
has  usually  emphasized  traumatic  events  in  childhood  or 
some  unusual  physical  or  personality  characteristic  that  set 
the  hero  apart  from  other  children.  Stockwell  uses  neither 
of  these  possible,  but  not  universal,  themes.  Instead,  she 
presents  the  complex  range  of  subtle  factors  that  might  con¬ 
tribute  to  a  woman  becoming  a  lesbian  and  a  feminist. 

Chief  among  these  is  the  portrayal  of  the  almost  invisible, 
not  quite  conscious,  ways  in  which  women  in  her  stifling 
Kansas  town  break  through  their  limited  world  and  dis¬ 
cover  their  own  power  and  potential. 

For  example,  in  the  sto'y  “A  Flight  of  Fancy,”  the  hero, 
Doris,  has  found  a  way  to  rebel  and  to  take  power,  while 
seeming  to  cooperate  fully  with  the  system: 

But  if  she  weren’t  working  for  Dr.  Bird  she  would 
have  to  work  for  her  father  and  that,  she  thought, 
would  be  worse.  It  was  bad  enough  to  have  to  play 
the  organ  for  him  on  Sunday  mornings  and  again 
Sunday  night.  She  would  rather  be  with  her  friend 
Laura .  .  . 

Doris’s  father  has  been  nagging  her  to  stop  looking  at  her 
hands  while  she  plays  the  organ  and  to  follow  the  written 
music  instead  of  playing  by  ear. 

Doris  knew  why  her  father  wanted  this  habit  brok- 


a  Lesbian 

en.  She  knew  it  was  because  he  thought  she  would 
be  more  likely  to  follow  his  lead  on  the  hymns 
instead  of  playing  them  the  way  she  played  them, 
which  was  independent  of  any  preordained 

instructions.  She  played  them  all  the  way  she  wanted 
them.  And  everyone  was  obliged  to  follow.  She 
could  make  her  father  and  his  flock  speed  up  in  the 
middle  if  she  wanted  ...  her  eyes  never  left  her 
hands.  She  saw  that  they  could  take  the  voices 
behind  her  at  any  speed  in  any  direction  as  easily 
as  the  wind  can  been  a  hundred  ripe  acres  of  wheat. 

(p.  28-29) 

Doris’s  use  of  her  hands  to  stage  her  instinctive,  subcon¬ 
scious  subversion  is  mirrored  wonderfully  later  in  the  story, 
when  her  employer,  Dr.  Bird,  tries  to  rape  her  in  his  small 
airplane  while  it  flies  on  automatic  pilot.  In  the  same  reflex¬ 
ive,  unhesitant  manner,  Doris  efficiently  knocks  him 
unconscious  and  lands  the  plane,  saving  her  body  and  her 
life.  Stockwell’s  blending  of  these  two  seemingly  unrelated 
incidents  is  typical  of  the  delicacy  of  her  writing. 

Stockwell’ s  women  make  me  think  of  the  hand-stitched 
quilts  that  were  made  by  midwestern  women.  The  tiny 
precise  stitches  represent  both  the  weakness  and  unimport¬ 
ance  of  women’s  work  and  also  the  meticulous,  persistent 
product  of  women’s  choosing  to  do  the  best  with  what  they 
are  given.  In  these  stories,  women  are  shown  in  the  slow 
process  of  escaping  the  boundaries  of  sexism,  racism,  and 
provincialism.  In  the  last  story,  the  two-pronged  nature  of 
the  struggle  is  revealed  in  a  haunting,  symbolic  scene.  The 
author’s  grandfather  calls  her  into  his  bedroom  to  help  him 
turn  his  aging  body  so  he  can  sleep: 

“No,  no,  honey,  you  can’t  lift  me.  Don’t  try  that. 

I’m  too  heavy.”  There  was  still  that  arrogance  so 
slightly,  an  old  image  of  himself  in  his  voice. 

“Wait,”  I  said.  “Just  a  second.”  I  lifted  him.  He 
came  up.  I  lifted  him  higher  and  held  him  in  my 
arms.  I  pressed  him  against  me,  to  feel  him  in  my 
arms  just  once,  if  I  never  felt  this  much  again.  And 
the  other  body  so  different,  when  1  hold  her,  when  I 
touch,  when  she  wants  me  and  so  unlike  this  body, 
lost,  dying,  gone,  the  one  untouchable,  uncomprom¬ 
ising,  defended,  the  lifter,  the  maker  —  and  I  hold 
him  after  all,  in  my  own  arms.  (p.  101) 

By  this  scene,  the  author  shows  how  the  expansion  of  the 
self-image  of  women  will  go  hand-in-hand  with  the  deflat¬ 
ion  of  the  male  image.  It  is  a  point  made  often  in  rhetorical 
writing,  and  Stockwell  brings  it  beautifully  to  the  personal 
level.  She  creates  a  vision  of  women  as  they  are  now,  still 
providing  a  loving  arm  to  the  patriarchy  while  dreaming  of 
a  future  with  someone  “so  unlike  this  body  .  .  .  [so] 
untouchable,  uncompromising,  defended.”  By  this  manner 
of  writing,  she  is  able  to  take  the  story  of  one  child’s 
development  into  a  lesbian  woman  and  lovingly  re-work  it 
into  tales  of  many  women’s  lives  and  their  inevitable 
progress  towards  liberation  from  sexism. 


The  Secret  Life  of  Tyrone  Power 

By  Hector  Arce 

William  Morrow  and  Co.  N  Y  1979.  317 p. 

Private  Lies 

ByM.K.  Cooper 

Simon  and  Schuster,  NY  1979.  286  p. 

Reviewed  by  Michael  Bronski 

JL  HE  PRIVATE  lives  of  public  people  have  always 
been  grist  for  publishing  mills.  Suetonius  in  his  Lives  of  the 
Twelve  Caesars  was  one  of  the  first  to  spill  the  sordid 
details  to  a  more  than  willing  public  hungry  for  the  secrets 
they  could  only  guess  at  before.  The  genre  has  taken  several 
forms  over  the  last  two  thousand  years.  The  most  popular 
—  for  perhaps  fifty  years  —  has  been  the  movie/stage  star 
biography.  The  freedom  of  sexual  frankness  of  recent  years 
has  given  rise  to  a  new  kink:  the  secret  life  of  the  gay  movie 
star. 

Once  the  floodgates  were  opened  there  seemed  no  end 
to  who  would  be  coming  out:  Charles  Laughton,  Dietrich, 
Tallulah  Bankhead,  Alexander  Wo°Mcott,  Monty  Clift, 
Katherine  Cornell.  Some,  who  perhaps  thought  that  their 
lives  were  not  quite  book  length  —  yet  —  like  Stella 
Stevens,  gave  interviews  announcing  their  bisexuality. 

This  would  not  happen  in  a  culture  that  promoted  full 
lives  instead  of  vicarious  living  through  manufactured  fant¬ 
asy.  The  shocking  bogey  of  sexual  predilection  would  not 
matter  in  a  culture  that  did  not  promote  enforced  hetero¬ 
sexuality  as  the  only  path  to  salvation.  The  facts  however 
are  quite  different,  and  here  we  are  now  with  The  Secret 
Life  of  Tyrone  Power,  or  The  Drama  of  a  Bisexual  in  the 
Spotlight. 

The  basic  problem  with  this  book  is  that  Tyrone  Power 
did  not  lead  an  interesting  life.  His  professional  career  was 
not  terribly  important  or  impressive;  the  “scoop”  of 
Powers’  bisexuality  may  raise  an  eyebrow  or  two,  but  if 
that’s  the  author’s  meat  and  potatoes,  he  shouldn’t  give  it 
all  away  on  the  front  cover.  This  same  problem  was  raised 
when  Anne  Edwards,  several  years  ago,  published  her  bio¬ 
graphy  of  actress  Vivian  Leigh.  The  facts  of  a  performer’s 
life  are  basically  hard  work  —  usually  not  fascinating. 

What  we  want  from  personality  biographies  is  either  dirt 
and  gossip  —  these  hold  our  interest  for  a  while,  although 
they  are  eventually  repetitive  and  boring  —  or  some  firm 
grappling  with  the  personality  and  psychology  of  the  sub¬ 
ject.  That  Vivian  Leigh  drank  too  much  and  had  nervous 
breakdowns  because  she  had  trouble  dealing  with  her  sex¬ 
ual  feelings  is  something  I’d  rather  hear  over  the  phone 
than  read  500  pages  to  discover.  That  Tyrone  Power  had 
trouble  dealing  with  his  sexual  feelings  towards  men  is 
equally  uninteresting. 

What  is  missing  here  is  any  subtext:  how  these  people 
felt  about  their  lives,  what  they  did  with  their  self- 
knowledge  (or  lack  of  it).  What  they  represented  is  easy 
enough  to  find  out  (there  is  enough  Hollywood  gossip  to 
say  anything  about  anyone);  who  they  were  is  more  inter¬ 
esting.  The  simple  exposure  of  sexual  habits  (or  any  other 
odd  differentiation)  does  not  a  great  biography  make.  Even 
Christina  Crawford’s  Mommie  Dearest  (which  did  rake  the 
muck)  had  the  basis  and  grounding  of  what  life  was  like  for 
Christina  along  with  all  those  sordid  glimpses  of  Joan.  The 
two  Monty  Clift  biographies  that  were  recently  published 
tried  to  give  some  understanding  of  his  life;  they<fcoth  fell 
short,  but  were  not  only  recitations  of  known  and  unknown 
fact.  Perhaps  the  best  of  this  genre,  in  past  years,  is  Anne 
Baxter’s  Intermission.  A  simple  telling  of  her  ten  years 
away  from  her  craft,  it  contains  no  juicy  tidbits,  no  secrets, 
no  glamour,  just  a  piece  of  a  life  with  all  its  nuances, 
complexities  and  realities. 

The  fact  of  the  matter  is  that  anybody’s  life,  indeed, 
everybody’s  life,  is  interesting.  The  biographer’s  craft  is  to 
find  that  interest:  to  be  historian,  psychologist,  sociologist, 
and  writer,  and  to  show  us  that  there  is  this  other  person  — 
famous  or  not  —  who  is  as  complex  and  interesting  as  we 
feel  ourselves  to  be. 

All  of  these  other  considerations  aside,  Hector  Arce’s 
book  is  a  rather  poorly  done  Hollywood  biography.  He 
seems  to  know  a  lot  about  Hollywood,  but  has  little  feel  for 
its  underpinnings  and  little  ability  to  analyze  the  facade. 

The  book  has  almost  fifty  pages  of  bibliography,  but  it  is 
shocking  to  find  that  he  has  used,  and  apparently  believed, 
such  books  as  Diana  Barrymore’s  Too  Much,  Too  Soon 
(probably  the  grandmother  of  the  genre  of  self-serving  and 
false  Hollywood  auto/bios)  and  Linda  by  Linda  Christian 
(one  of  Power’s  wives)  without  doing  very  much  checking 
of  facts  or  exercising  any  suspicion.  He  doesn’t  even  list 
Gerald  Frank  as  Barrymore’s  co-author. 

Arce’s  views  of  Power’s  sexuality  also  leave  something 
to  be  desired.  He  seems  as  uncomfortable  as  Power  was 
with  his  subject’s  bisexuality.  He  also  has  a  tendency  to  put 
forth  strange  theories  in  order  to  explain  away  actions.  To 
say  that  Power  changed  wives  several  times  because  of  his 
disappointment  in  them  for  not  giving  him  a  son  not  only 
assumes  certain  obnoxious  social/ sexual  presumptions  but 
also  ignores  the  fact  that  Power  may  very  well  have  been 
completely  uncomfortable  living  in  a  heterosexual  relation- 

Continued  on  Page  7 
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TOURING 

We  in  New  Ensland  are  fortunate  to  have  the  winding  roads,  frequent  streams  and 
picturesque  villages  which  make  bike  touring  a  joy.  Once  you  have  chosen  a  tour 
and  decided  on  a  pace  you  will  need  some  maps.  Gas  station  road  maps  are  inap¬ 
propriate  for  bike  touring  because  they  lack  detail.  Togographic  maps  are  often 
good  pre-trip  sources  of  specific  terrain  information  but  are  too  cumbersome  on 
the  road.  Try  to  get  maps  which  are  between  14”  and  1”  per  mile.  These  may  be 
obtained  from  local  bike  clubs,  auto  clubs  or  town  engineers.  A  local  map  (Boston 
Bike  Map)  which  covers  Greater  Boston  is  available  free  at  bike  stores  and  bike 
organizations.  Bicycle  touring  is  a  lovely,  intimate  way  to  explore  the  country.  To 
insure  that  your  tour  is  successful  remember  that  the  important  considerations  are 
comfort,  weight  and  safety.  Choose  your  equipment  carefully.  Avoid  the  impulse  to 
carry  one  of  everything.  Safety  equipment  is  a  must  (see  section  on  safety)  and  cycle 
clothing  is  not  necessary  but  will  make  a  difference  in  your  comfort  —  and  it’s  easy 
to  care  for  on  the  road. 

Many  beginning  cycle  tourists  ask  which  tools  are  necessary  on  a  tour.  The  obvious 
problem  is  that  space  and  weight  limitations  make  it  impossible  to  prepare  for  all 
situations.  You  can,  though,  prepare  against  problems  which  are  most  likely  to  arise. 


TOOLS 

6”  adjustable  wrench 
small  screwdriver 
jackknife 
tire  irons 

patch  kits;  tire  glue  if  using  sew-ups 
chain  rivet  tool 
alien  keys  as  needed 
spoke  wrench 
freewheel  remover  (get  the 
proper  type  —  there  is  a 
great  variety 

small  pliers  with  wire  cutter 
working  pump 
flashlight 


SPARES 

at  least  one  inner  tube 
two  or  more  spare  sew-ups 
as  needed 

10  spokes  (again  —  get  the  right 
length 

rear  brake  and  gear  cables 
chain  links 

cloth  handlebar  tape  —  1001  uses! 
various  and  sundry  nuts  and  bolts 
save  broken  cables  and  spokes  — 
you  can  use  them  In  a  pinch. 


the  W  bicycle 


exchange 


We  carry  a  full  inventory  of  parts  and  accessories  for  tourists  and 
top  quality  bicycles  including  the  Dawes  Super  Galaxy,  Moto- 
becane  Grand  Touring  and  Univega  Gran  Turismo.  All  of  these 
bikes  are  constructed  of  light  weight  tubing  with  frame  angles 
and  gear  ratios  suitable  for  touring.  All  have  front  and  rear  rack 
adaptability  designed  to  carry  any  combination  of  panniers  (we 
carry  Eclipse,  Cannondale,  Kirtland,  Bellweather)  and  front  and 
rear  bags. 


Excerpted  from  the  Bicycle  Exchange  Wheelpaper©,  available  free  at  the  Bicycle 
Exchange,  3  Bow  Street,  Cambridge.  Phone  us  at  864-1300.  Hours:  Tuesday,  Wed¬ 
nesday,  Saturday:  9:00  —  6:00.  Thursday  and  Friday:  9:00  —  8:00.  Closed  Sunday 
and  Monday. 
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Teachers 
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guard  generation,  realizes  the  importance  of  gayness  and 
gay  activism  in  his  life.  Because  he  lives  with  his  male  lover, 
he  finds  it  inconvenient  to  be  closeted,  and  resents  and 
rebels  against  this  hypocrisy.  Rocky,  the  evolving  adoles¬ 
cent,  is  in  an  earlier  period  of  transition.  As  he  discovers 
and  accepts  the  gay  part  of  his  identity,  he  becomes  toler¬ 
ant,  honest  and  generally  more  responsible. 

Would  Rocky  in  real  life  have  risked  coming  out  in  a 
school  where  his  peers  are  insecure,  violent  and  dependent 
on  the  camouflage  of  machismo?  Would  an  adolescent 
aware  of  homosexual  feelings  be  ready  and  able  to  make 
that  definite  a  choice  and  commitment?  Although  Rocky’s 
coming  out,  measured  against  reality,  would  seem  improb¬ 
able  as  it  was  presented  and  developed  in  ST/SB,  Rocky’s 
character  and  his  choice  to  come  out  are  gratifying  and 
refreshing.  Rocky’s  coming  out,  like  Davidson’s,  is  both  a 
psychological  and  political  statement. 

To  further  appreciate  the  point  of  view  of  ST/SB  it  is 
useful  to  compare  it  to  Andrew  Holleran’s  Dancer  From 
The  Dance.  Both  books  are  attempts  to  portray  gay  experi¬ 
ences,  values  and  lifestyles.  Holleran’s  main  characters 
cynically  and  desperately  interact  on  a  physical  level  and  are 
doomed.  Rocky  and  Davidson,  the  main  characters  in  ST/ 
SB,  function  on  many  different  levels;  each  takes  emotional 
risks,  faces  up  to  challenges  and  setbacks,  makes  commit¬ 
ments,  and  becomes  involved  in  a  loving  relationship.  Both 
books  contribute  to  gay  consciousness.  But  ST/SB  is  posi¬ 
tive,  political  and  upbeat.  In  ST/SB  there  is  a  sense  of 
optimism  because  the  main  characters,  who  are  gay,  find 
purpose,  act  responsibly  and  are  accepted  by  others  as  well 
as  themselves.  ST/SB  is  an  affirmation  of  gayness  and  of 
coming  out. 

Although  the  pace  and  characterization  of  the  book 
are  excellent,  there  is  a  conspicuous  flaw  in  the  writing  of 
the  first  forty  pages.  The  excessive  use  of  adjectives  is 
unnecessary  and  distracting.  Surprisingly,  however,  the 
writing  changes  after  this.  The  descriptive  and  florid  adject¬ 
ives  disappear,  and  the  rest  of  the  book  moves  along  with  a 
succinct  writing  style. 

ST/SB  is  gripping,  imaginative,  humorous  and  tender. 
Each  of  the  authors  has  contributed  thoughts  and  insights 
based  on  his  experiences  and  concerns.  (Marc  Rubin  is  a 
teacher  in  NYC  and  Peter  Fisher  is  an  experienced  writer; 
both  have  been  actively  involved  with  gay  issues.)  The  skills 
of  each  combine  to  make  worthwhile  and  recommended 
reading. 


Hollywood 
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ship,  or  that  he  may  have  found  marriage  to  be  a  restricting 
and  strangling  insitution.  There  is  little  feeling  for  the  qual¬ 
ity  of  his  heterosexual  relationships  and  almost  none  for  his 
homosexual  relationships.  For  a  book  that  is  capitalizing 
upon  a  “secret”  sexual  life,  it  is  curiously  devoid  of  any 
understanding  of  sexuality.  Books  like  this  send  one  scurry¬ 
ing  back  to  the  elaborate  and  sordid  silliness  of 
Barrymore’s  Too  Much,  Too  Soon. 

Private  Lies  by  M.K.  Cooper  is  a  very  satisfying 
fictional  accounting  of  the  same  material.  Told  in  the  first 
person  by  Kyle  Holden  —  world  famous  musical  comedy 
composer,  wit,  sophisticate,  and  famous  person  —  it 
recounts  his  50  year  marriage  with  Veda  —  world  famous 
musical  comedy  star, etc.  —  his  even  longer  affair  with  his 
lover  Joel  and  the  intrigues  surrounding  the  murder  of  his 
(and  Veda’s)  daughter.  The  novel  ends  with  all  their  guilty 
secrets,  lies,  underhandedness,  and  pettiness  exposed. 

Private  Lies  is  not  exactly  a  murder  mystery  (we  find 
out  who  killed  the  daughter  in  the  first  couple  of  pages), 
but  rather  a  reality  mystery:  what  is  beneath  the  glittering, 
elegant,  witty,  clever,  and  ultimately  harsh  facade  of  the 
Holden  menage?  Like  Noel  Coward,  Cooper  creates 
monsters  of  wit  and  elegance.  Coward,  perhaps,  identified 
too  closely  with  his  characters;  his  life,  like  his  art  was  a 
manufactured  theatrical  facade.  Cooper  manages  to 
capture  the  outer  wit  and  yet  not  miss  a  beat  of  what  is 
structuring  and  driving  it.  She  even  does  Coward  one 
better:  all  of  her  women  characters  seem  like  women; 
Coward’s,  for  the  most  part,  always  seem  like  drag  queens. 
The  psychological  subtext  so  lacking  in  the  Tyrone  Power 
book  makes  Private  Lies  as  good  as  it  is. 

Dying 
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are  not  crowbars.”  They  cannot  lift  and  alleviate  all  the 
anguish  and  pain.  Yet,  for  a  poet,  poems  are  a  tool  —  they 
help  one’s  self  and,  when  shared,  can  help  others.  Miriam 
Dyak  closes  her  foreward  with  a  quick  anecdote  that  also 
befits  the  closing  of  this  review.  She  says  of  her  dying 
friend:  “At  one  point  I  told  him  that  I  was  writing  about 
what  was  happening  to  him  and  to  us  and  asked  him  how  he 
felt  about  it.  He  said,  ‘but  you  always  write  poems,  that’s 
what  you  do.’  ” 


COMB  OUT  or  THE  DARK 

Some  of  today’s  best  gay  novels  are  now  available  by  mall: 


PROJECT  LAM  BOA  by  Paul  OM  Wwi’ee 

One  homopnotMC  murder  on  •  Colorado  Mar  ne  base  muehroome  >rMo  a 
nationwide  holocaust  as  a  Deviate  Sesuai  Rehabilitation  Act  •#  paateo 
by  Congress  concentration  camp*  ere  established  to r  scientific 
eapenments  on  land  finalization  of)  homosexuals.  and  the  resistance 
of  a  tree  press  >s  trampled  Among  the  most  stunning  episodes  are  the 
wreta  Of  a  train  carry. ng  imprisoned  homosexuals  in  cattle  cars  and  the 
race  against  time  to  reveal  me  truth  m  an  illegally  published  newspaper 
"This  story  of  a  gay  holocaust  is  one  of  the  most  shocking  exdting  and 
important  works  of  our  time  -Porreel  Wallace  Cato.  0ee«-*>-doo*« 

NEAR  FATAL  ATTRACTION  by  Mursty  Richey 
Twenty-five  years  after  Red  Creek  s  Boy  Scout  Troop  #44  was  disbanded 
following  four  accidental  deaths  among  its  ten  members,  two 
survivors.  Roger  and  Tom.  rt-eatabi'Sh  contact  through  a  ser.es  of 
letters.  Thus  Roger  finally  learns  the  true  sexual  nature  oi  the  gam# 
the  boys  loved  to  play  on  camping  trips,  the  truth  about  Red  Creek 
(where  homosexuality  incest.  sad«sm.  pederasty,  blackmail  and  murder 
seem  the  norm),  the  truth  about  the  repressed  feelings  Roger  and  Tom 
have  toward  each  other,  and  the  truth  about  the  accidents 

likely  to  become  the  most  widely-read  novel  in  the  gay  community  since 
The  Front  Runner— Jerry  Douglas.  NewsMtef 

AMONG  THE  CARNIVORES  by  Oamel  Curzon 
Jock  Jones,  an  openly  gay  writer,  is  hired  to  teach  at  Fresno  State 
University  Wishing  to  alter  the  way  people  see  homosexuality,  he 
discusses  his  homosexuality  in  his  writing  class,  institutes  a  Gay  Studies 
course,  and  disrupts  an  anti-homosexual  petition-signing  effort  in  a  local 
shopping  center  All  of  this  antagonizes  tho  Administration,  the  bigoted 
local  residents,  the  local  TV  station.  Fresno's  religious  feeders,  and 
several  closeted  gay  teachers— ell  of  whom  set  out  to  destroy  Jock 
"Carn/vores  is  an  important  achievement  in  it  Dan  Curzon  has  created  a 
very  authentic  gay  protagonist  struggling  to  survive  openly  in  the  face 
of  routine  and  pers-stent  homophobia  -Lou-s  Crew  Collaga  English 
one  of  the  best  contemporary  writers  Jesse  Monteegudo.  The  M*e*fy 


SOMETHING  YOU  00  IN  THE  DARK  by  Darnel  Curzon 
First  published  in  1971.  this  novel  is  regarded  as  a  classic  in  gay 
litera*ure  Following  the  life  of  Cote  Ruffner  m  the  weeks  after  his 
release  from  jail  on  a  sex  otfense  charge,  it  shows  the  psychological 
and  emotional  pain  Cole  suffers  m  trying  to  deal  with  police 
entrappment,  his  conviction  and  imprisonment,  the  refection  of  tamily 
and  friends,  and  his  own  confused  feelings  toward  his  homosexuality 
" Something  You  Do  In  Tha  Dark  is  a  real  novel  not  a  political  tract  It 
deals  convincingly  and  powerfully  with  the  persecution  o«  a  minority  I 
greatly  admire  Daniel  Curzon  for  writing  this  book  —  Christopher 
Isherwood 

STRAIGHT  CUT  DITCH  by  Richard  Andersen 
Brother  Patrick  hires  Christopher  Newland  to  teach  at  all-boys  Bleeding 
Martyr  High  School  (where  most  of  the  Brothers  are  gay)  because  he 


-Xr 


amoo9 

carnivores! 


wants  Christopher  as  his  new  lover  He  then  enlists  Bryan  Schole*  (an 

18-year  old  senior  on  whom  he  presses  his  homosexual  advances)  to 
spy  on  Christopher,  but  Bryan  and  Christopher  become  lovers 

Lshley  Books 

Copies  ol  PROJECT  LAMBDA  @  $9  95  ea 

-  Copies  ol  NEAR  FATAL  ATTRACTION  @  $6  95  ea 

s 

-  Copies  ol  AMONG  THE  CARNIVORES  @  $9  95  ea 

-  Copies  of  STRAIGHT  CUT  DITCH  @  $8.95  ea 

-  Copies  of  SOMETHING  YOU  DO  IN  THE  DARK  @  56  95  ea  . 

Please  add  $1.25  for  each  book  ordered  to  cover  postage  &  handling 
Please  enclose  check  or  money  order . 

Make  Check  Payable  To: 

. $ 

Total  S 

22  Broomfield  Street 

Boston,  MA  02108  ADDRESS: 

Attn:  Book  Orders 
allow  6  weeks  lor  delivery 


CITY 


-  STATE  &  ZIP: 


ALL  OF  US  OR  NONI  OF  US 
MIL  KINO  FOR  MAYOR! 


a 

The  demands  for  an  end  to  discrimination  and  violence  directed  at  lesbians  and  gay  men  are  right  up  front  in 

the  Mel  King  Campaign.  We  endorse  Mel  King  for  Mayor  in  the  common 


Jim  Kilburn,  member  of  Dignity 
Seamoon  House 
David  Peterson 
Warren  Blumenfeld 
Fort  Hill  Faggots 

Linwood  Hill  Neighborhood  Association 
Russell  Viau 

Jearld  Moldenhauer,  Glad  Day  Bookshop 
Clover,  of' Committee  for  Gay  Youth 
Jay  LaCrois 

Paid  for  by  the  Committee  to  Elect  Mel  King 


struggle  against  sexism  and  racism. 

The  Gay  Caucus  to  Elect  Mel  King: 

Lee  Tennyson 
Ian  Johnson 
W.H.  Kruekl 
Peter  McCullen 
Juana  Connolly 
Patrick  Thomas 
Victor  Bubbett 
Steve  Adams 
John  Perry 
Robert  Dargon 
Eisha 

Bob  Puritan 
Mark  Johnson 
Mijo 

Ken  Sjenoson 
Tom  Hughes 


Boston  Area  Gay  and  Lesbian  Schoolworkers 
the  Cambridge  Gay  Political  Caucus 
Women  Against  Violence  Against  Women 
Barney  Frank 
Ann  Maguire 
John  Ward 

Charley  Shively  and  Shannon,  of  Fog  Rag 
Chris  Garten,  Taffy  Comer,  and  Bob  Collins  of 
Lesbians  and  Gay  Men  Against  the  Right 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 


LO. 


Twenty  Reasons  to  Locate 
a  Pen,  an  Envelope, 
a  Pair  of  Scissors 
and  a  Postage  Stamp 


Andrew  Holleran’s  ground-breaking  Dancer  From 
the  Dance. 

The  letters  of  Tennessee  Williams  to  Donald 
Windham. 

A  preview  of  Fran  Lebowitz’s  best-selling 
Metropolitan  Life. 


Richard  Whelan’s  incisive  look  at  the  art  world 


11  •  every  month 

12. 


Richard  Friedel’s  Black  Socks  and  Sandals , 
which  is  establishing  him  as  a  premiere 
American  humorist. 


Sean  Lawrence’s  irreverent  look  at  disco  music 


13  •  every  month. 


Randy  Shilts’s  exclusive  interview  with  the 
President’s  nephew. 

Interviews  with  Adrienne  Rich,  Gore  Vidal,  and 
Gloria  Steinem. 

Seymour  Kleinberg’s  provocative  essays  on  the  new 
masculinity  of  gay  men,  gays  in  prison,  and  the 
coming  of  age. 

Cartoons  every  month  that  capture  the  lighter  side 
of  gay  life. 

Michael  Denneny’s  widely  acclaimed  A  natomy  of  a 
Love  Affair. 

Randy  Shilts’s  fascinating  presentation  of  the  life 
and  times  of  Harvey  Milk. 

Edmund  White’s  absorbing  Travels  in  Gay  America. 


David  Reed’s  no-holds-barred  report  on  the  use  of 
poppers  in  the  gay  world. 


The  best  new  short  stories  of  the  burgeoning  gay 
literature. 


16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 


The  diaries  of  Ned  Rorem  and  Allen  Ginsberg. 


Dennis  Altman’s  essays  on  the  politics  of  gay  life. 

The  poetry  of  Pasolini,  Richard  Howard,  James 
Merrill,  and  Timothy  Murphy. 

NEXT  MONTH: 

Crisis  and  Confrontation  in  Key  West. 
UPCOMING: 

The  Trouble  Ahead  for  Gay  Catholics. 
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CALENDAR 


The  deadline  for  Calendar  Items  is  Tuesday  at  noon  for  the  following  issue. 


sept  20  sun 


Boston,  MA  —  New  England  Assoc,  of  Gay 
Psychiatrists  resumes  Its  monthly  meetings 
with  Robin  MacCormack  as  guest  speaker.  All 
psychiatrists  and  psychiatrists  In  training  are 
Invited.  Call  David  Sell  at  538-2665  for  more 
Info. 

Boston,  MA  —  BAG ALS  (Boston  Area  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Schoolworkers)  will  hold  their  first 
meeting  of  the  season  at  7:30pm.  355  Boyl- 
ston,  Arlington  St.  Church.  All  gay  and  lesbian 
schoolworkers  are  encouraged  to  attend. 


25  tues 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Cambridge  Gay  Political 
Caucus  pot  luck  supper  at  48  Eustls  St.  Call 
876-3019  for  Info. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Bisexuality  rap  tonight  at 
ClearSpace,  485  Mass  Ave.,  876-0215.  This  is  a 
one  night  rap  starting  at  7:30  and  open  to  any¬ 
one  interested. 

New  York,  NY  —  West  Side  Discussion 
Group.  'An  Evening  with  Patricia  Nell  Warren' 
author  of  The  Front  Runner.  26  9th  Ave.,  3rd 
floor.  Followed  by  a  social  hour  with  refresh¬ 
ments.  Contribution  $2.  8:30pm.  All  women 
are  welcome. 


26  wed 


ProYldance,  Rl  —  Meg  Christian,  lesbian- 
feminist  song  wrlter/sTnger  in  concert  at 
Alumnae  Hall,  Meeting  St.  8pm.  Tickets  $4.50 
available  at  New  Words  (Cambridge)  and 
Sarah  Doyle  Center  (Providence)  (401) 
863-2189.  All  are  welcome. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Women's  Concern  Com¬ 
mittee  of  ClearSpace  will  present  guest 
speakers  tonight  to  discuss  'Lesbian  sexual¬ 
ity  and  health  issues'  at  ClearSpace  Commurt- 
ity  Center,  485  Mass  Ave.  7:30pm.  876-0215. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Chlltern  Mountain  Club. 
Demonstration  of  Harvard  rowing  shells  at 
Weld  Boathouse.  6pm.  Call  Sturgis  Haskins 
for  more  info.  227-6167. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Adrienne  Rich  will  speak 
on  racism  at  the  Cambridge  YWCA,  7  Temple 
St.  (Central  Sq.).  7:30pm.  $2  contribution. 


27  thurs 


Boston,  MA  —  Lesblan/Gay  Town  Meeting.  ‘Is 
There  Community  After  Sex?'  Is  our  shared 
sexual  preference  enough  for  us  to  call  our¬ 
selves  the  ‘lesblan/gay  community’?  Does 
sexual  orientation  Imply  other  common  be¬ 
liefs,  values  or  feelings?  Come  and  share  your 
views  at  Old  West  Church  (downstairs),  131 
Cambridge  St.,  7:30-1 0pm.  Opening  state¬ 
ments  by  Charley  Shively,  Nancy  Walker  and 
Linda  Carford. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  ClearSpace  introductory 
meeting  for  Interested  In  an  ongoing  bisexual 
discussion  group.  7:30pm  at  ClearSpace,  485 
Mass  Ave.  Call  876-0215  for  more  info. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Alliance  Against  Sexual 
Coercion  offers  counseling.  Information  and 


referral  for  women  who  are  sexually  harassed 
at  work.  Call  (617)  482-0329  Mondays  1 1-3, 
Wednesdays  12-9,  or  Thursdays  11-3. 

New  York,  NY  —  West  Side  Discussion 
Group.  Conversations  with  Arthur  Bell',  who 
will  field  questions  from  the  audience.  26  9th 
Ave,  3rd  floor.  8:30pm.  Followed  by  social 
hour  with  refreshments.  $2  donation.  All  are 
welcome. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Women's  Alternative 
presents  Lynn  Campbell  of  Women  Against 
Pornography  who  will  present  a  slide  show  re¬ 
vealing  the  extent  of  misogyny  reflected  In 
standard  porn.  Universallst  Church,  Central 
Park  West  at  76th.  8pm. 

Boston,  MA  —  Jane  Fonda  and  Tom  Hayden 
will  host  a  cocktail  reception  to  benefit  9  fo  5 
,and  Mass  Fair  Share.  Fan  Club,  77  Warrenton 
St.,  7:30-9:30pm.  Tickets  $15  In  advance,  $20 
at  the  door.  Call  266-7505. 


26  fri 


Boston,  MA  —  Working  women's  brown  bag 
with  Jane  Fonda  to  benefit  9  fo  5  Organization 
for  Women.  12:10-12:50  at  Sack  57  Cinema, 
200  Stuart  St.,  Park  Square.  Tickets  $5,  avail¬ 
able  at  140  Clarendon  St.  Call  266-7505. 

29  sot 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Aslans  of  Boston.  Potluck 
lunch  and  rap  group  meeting  at  102  Appleton 
St.  1pm.  All  Aslan  lesbians  and  gay  men  are' 
welcome.  For  information  call  Siong  Huat  at 
542-0144  or  Lillian  at  236-4710. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chlltern  Mt.  Club.  Overnight 
hike  on  Mt.  Greylock,  MA.  Call  Robert  Randall 
at  (617)  492-6333. 

Ipswich,  MA  —  A  women's  potluck  and  card  & 
game  night  will  start  at  6:30  and  a  dance  will 
follow.  ClearSpace  Community  Center  has  all 
the  details.  Call  876-0215  or  call  Barbara  at 
356-2497. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Benefit  for  Elizabeth  Stone 
House.  Phyllis  Chesler,  author  of  Women  ond 
Modness,  will  speak  on  women  and  mental 
health.  Also  Daughter-Rite',  a  new  film  ex¬ 
ploring  relationships  between  women  In  the 
nuclear  family.  Sanders  Theater,  Harvard. 
8pm.  Tickets  at  New  Words.  $3.50  suggested 
donation. 

Washington,  DC  —  Gay  People's  Alliance  of 
the  George  Washington  University  will  hold  a 
disco  benefit  for  the  March  on  Washington  at 
Marvin  Center  Ballroom.  Stop  by  Room  420, 
GPA  office,  for  more  info. 


30  sun 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  mothers,  gay 
fathers,  kids  and  Interested  friends:  please 
join  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Parents  Project  for 
an  afternoon  of  fun,  food  and  getting  ac¬ 
quainted.  A  picnic  from  12  noon  on  at  the  Chil¬ 
dren's  Village  Daycare  Center,  55  Wheeler  St. 
Potluck  —  bring  something  If  you  can.  Call 
492-2655  for  more  info.  LGPP  is  a  resource 
and  referral  center  for  lesbian  mothers,  gay 
fathers  and  their  children. 


Boston,  MA  —  Celebration  of  Women,  a 
women’s  Interdenominational  religious  event 
ito  protest  the  exclusion  of  women  from  the 
papal  mass.  Open  to  all.  Church  of  the 
'Covenant,  67  Newbury  St.,  3-5pm.  For  more 
llnfo,  call  876-4150  or  538-6518. 

Cambrldga,  MA  —  Up  From  Under  Coffee¬ 
house  at  the  Red  Bookstore,  138  River  St. 
(Central  Sqaure)  presents  the  Dorchester 
Youth  Alliance  with  a  play  about  youth  by 
youth.  3pm.  Donation  $1.25  or  bring  baked 
goods. 

Cambrldga,  MA  —  AmTIkva.  Help  build  a 
Succah.  1pm.  For  locations  and  further  infor¬ 
mation  call  524-1890. 


oct  2  tues 


New  York,  NY  —  West  Side  Discussion 
Group.  ‘Herstory  Archives'  Efforts  to  preserve 
lesbian  history,  discussed  by  those  working 
In  the  field.  26  9th  Ave.  8:30pm.  $2  donation. 
All  women  are  welcome. 

Salem,  MA  —  North  Shore  Gay  Alliance  Is 
sponsoring  Women-Loving-Women,  a  slide- 
tape  presentation  exploring  some  of  the  mis¬ 
conceptions  about  lesbians.  Salem  Five 
Community  Aud.,  210  Essex  St.  7:30pm. 


3  wed 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Cambridge  Gay  Political 
Caucus  will  hold  a  voter  registration  session 
at  the  Paradise  Cafe,  180  Mass  Ave.  from 
7-9pm. 

Northampton,  MA  —  Meeting  and  Informal 
discussion  with  Adrienne  Rich  at  the 
Womonfyre  Bookstore,  68  Masonic  St.  from 
4-6pm.  Refreshments.  FREE!  For  Info  call 
(413)  5866445.  All  women  are  welcome. 


weekly  events 
sun 

Boston,  MA  -  CLOSET  SPACE  (WCAS 
AM-740).  Join  co-hosts  Muffy  Wheeler  and  Joe 
Martin  and  their  guests  at  10am. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC)  will  be  sponsoring  roller 
skating  every  Sunday.  Call  282-9161  for 
details. 

Boston,  MA  —  Italian  Lesbians  Potluck  &  dis¬ 
cuss  on  on  the  3rd  Sun.  of  every  month. 
4-Bpn.  Call  7764185. 

mon 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Light  Support  Group  for 
high  sc  hool  and  college  age  women  who  are 
or  are  considering  being  lesbians.  Arlington 
St.  Church,  355  Boylston.  7-9pm.  Join  us  for 
raps  projects  and  outings. 

Morristown,  NJ  —  Gay  Activists  Alliance  In 
Morri  t  County  meeting  at  the  Unitarian  Fel¬ 
lows!  ip,  Normandy  Heights  Rd.  8:30pm  (201) 
691-0  68. 


tues 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bllitls,  organ¬ 
ization  for  women,  has  discussion  group 
every  Tuesday  at  the  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass  Ave.  8pm.  Call  661-3633  for 
Information  on  DOB  activities. 

Boston,  MA  -  GAY  WAY  (WBUR  90.9FM). 
Join  co-hosts  Ann  Maguire  and  David  Socia 
and  their  guests  at  8:30pm. 

White  Plains,  NY  —  Westchester  Gay  Men's 
Association  weekly  rap  session  and  social  at 
255  Grove  St.  611pm. 


wed 


Boston,  MA  —  OUT  HERE!  Evening  rap  group 
organized  by  and  for  lesbian  and  gay  youth 
14-21  years  old.  Arlington  St.  Church,  355 
Boylston.  7-9pm.  Join  us  for  an  alternative  10 
the  bars  to  meet  and  talk  about  our  lives. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bllitls  discus¬ 
sion  group  for  women  over  35  on  the  second 
Wednesday  of  each  month.  8pm.  Old  Cam¬ 
bridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  Call 
661-3633  for  more  Information  on  DOB  activi¬ 
ties. 

'New  York,  NY  —  Chelsea  Gay  Association 
(last  Wednesday  only)  meeting  and  coffee¬ 
house  at  St.  Peter's  Church,  346  W.  201h  St. 
924-9434. 


thurs 


New  York,  NY  —  West  Side  Discussion 
Group.  Men's  and  women’s  discussions.  26 
Ninth  Ave.  8:30pm.  Social  hour  with  refresh¬ 
ments  follows.  $2  donation. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Activists  Alliance  regu¬ 
lar  meeting  at  339  Lafayette  St.  (near  Houston) 
8:30pm.  All  are  welcome.  Free! 

Cambrldga,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bllitls  discus¬ 
sion  group  every  first,  third  and  fifth  Thurs¬ 
days  of  the  month  at  the  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass  Ave.  8pm.  Call 
661-3633  for  more  Information  about  DOB 
activities. 

Cambrldga,  MA  —  Support  group  for  lesbians 
with  children  at  Cambridge  Women's  Center, 
46  Pleasant,  8-10pm. 

Boston,  MA  —  GCN  proofreading  and  layout. 
No  experience  necessary.  Come  by  for  a  few 
hours  between  4  &  10pm.  22  Bromfield. 


frl 


Boston,  MA  —  GCN  needs  volunteers  to  send 
out  the  paper  to  subscribers.  Refreshments  & 
merriment,  from  6pm  on,  22  Bromfield. 

New  Bedford,  MA  —  Support  Group  for  Gay 
Women,  meets  at  Women's  Center,  15  Chest¬ 
nut  St.  7pm,  996-3341. 

sot 

Boston,  MA  —  OUT  HERE!  for  lesbians  and 
gay  youth  14-21  meets  from  noon  to  5pm  at 
the  Arlington  St.  Church,  355  Boylston.  Join 
■  us  for  outings,  raps,  and  projects. 
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